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the quickening iDipalse of a new-found life. The age of deficits

was past, and an overflowing treusuiy gave to the Government

the means of carrying forwai-d those great works necessary to

the realization of our purpose to make this country a homo-

geneous whole.
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To that end we undertook that stupendous work, the Cana-

dian Pacific I'ailway. Undeterred by the pessimistic views of our

opponents, nay, in spite of their strenuous and even malignant

opposition, we pushed forward that great enterprise through the

wilds north of Lake Superior, across the western prairies, over

the Rocky mountains to the shore of the Pacific, with such in-

flexible resolution that in seven years after the assumption of

offiee by the present administration the dream of our public men
was an accomplished fact, and I, myself, experienced the proud

satisfaction of looking back from the steps of my car upon the

Rocky mountains fringing the eastern sky.

The Canadian Pacific Railway now extends from ocean to

ocean, opening up and developing the country at a marvellous

rate, and forming an imperial highway to ihe Kast, over which

the trade of the Indies is destined to reach the markets of Europe.

We have subsidized steamship lines on both sides of the ocean —
to Europe, China, Japan, Australia and the West Indies. We
have spent millions on the extension and improvement of our

canal system. We have, by liberal grants of subsidies, promoted

the building of railways, now become an absolute necessity, until

the whole country is covered as with a network, and we have

done all this with such prudence and caution that our credit in

the money markets of the world is higher to-day than it has ever

been, and the rate cf interest on our debt, which is the true

measure of the public burdens, is less than it w;m when we took

office in 1878.

During all this time what has been the attitude of the Reform

party ? Vacillating in their policy and inconstancy itself as

regards their leaders, they have at least been consistent in this

particular, that thoy have uniformly opposed every measure

which had for its object the development of our common country.

The National Policy was a failure before it had been tried.

Under it we could not possibly raise a revenue sufficient for the


