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&m\ protty (ln'otiH of the period. The Ihuh
Mij- round tho palace wire in the habit of

crowding the chapel Heata on Sunday nftcr-

noona, bringing with them handHoniv little

tapers to throw lightnn the tcxtof their prayer
books, aa well aa on thtir pretty facea, ao tliat

each might be rccogni/<'d. It waa eaay to

know whether the King would attend by the
presence of the (luardx, who preceded the en-

trance of Royalty. Hriaaac on one occuaion.

in order to teat the point whether it waa piety

or vanity which brought the fair onea
to church m auch numhera, roae, and

Union, gave the word
"(luards. withdraw, the
here to-day." This cauced a
the ladiis; the tapers were

extinguiahed and the owners left, ail

except some truly pious onea who re maiiiod in

church. The seats being vacated, Brissac re-

called the guania, on the entrance of Royalty.
On leaving, Louis XIV. enquired from Hriaaac

the reaaou why the chapel was ao deserted

that day, anH being told the practical joke
practiaed on hia ailinirers, he joined the court

in a hearty laugh ; but Saint Simon adda, that

Major liriesac, though an intrepid aoldier,

scarcely dared to face alone hia fair enemies
rrai(/nant, he adda, d'l'fra itrutKjlc jxir c/lix,

lest they ahould strangle him.
The Palace itself comprises more than one

hundred apartments ;— had the Great I^ouia,

like Pygmalion, feared secret poisoning, he
could—like him have diversified ad in-

jinitum his sleeping arrangements.
Striking battle scenes, naval engagements

on canvass, lite-8i/.e pictures of the French
sovereigns, their great generals, admirals,

men of science, letters,— fill the nalLe den

Croisadcs,—salle des Spectaclen,—nalle des
Jtois dc France,— salle des Guerriers celebres,—
ijaleries den Batailles and a hundred otiiers.

We took special interest in Marie Antoinette's

boudoir, etc., with the old furniture still

there ; the secret staircase, through whicli

she escaped from the mob is shown. Louis
XIV. 's great dining table—still stands in the

centre of the royal ban({uetting room, and a
large marble wine cooler remains, near the
wall, to tell the tAle of other days.

"The town of Versailles, the capital of the
Seine-et-Oise department, with 49,850 inha-

bitants, owes its origin to Louis XIV. The
site was hardly favourable for a town, and
still less so for a park, as the water for its

ornamental ponds had to be conveyed to it

from a great distanee at a vast expense. The
town was called by Voltaire, 'I'abimedes

despenses'—its palace and park having cost

the treasury of Louis XIV, the enormous sum
of 1,000 million francs. The accounts handed
down to us regarding the erection of this

aumptuoua palHce and the laying out oF its*

grounds HJinrat lixder on the fal)ul()UH. Thui
no fewer than 'Mi UUO men and (i.()(l() hon-eH
ure auid to have been employed at one time in

forming the terracen of the garden, ievtlluig
the park, and conatrueting a read to it from
I'aria and an atpieduct from MaititenoH. a
distance of thirty-one niilea from VerKuillea.

Thia a<|ueiluct won intended to Iring the
water of tt'C river Kiire to VcrnailleH,

but waH iliacontinued owing to the great
mortality among the aoldiurH employed ; and
the breaking out of the war in 1(188 prevent-
ed the refuiiiption of the worka. The water-
worka of Muriy were afterwards eonatructed,
and a further aupply of water obtained from
the ponda on the plateau betwej-n Vei>adle8
and Uandxiuiliet. After I(i8'2, Neiauillea l)»-

came ti.e peiuiarient iieadejuarteia of the
court, and ia therefore intiniuiely aaaoei>>.ted

with the hiatory of that period. It witneai-ed
the zenith and the docadtmce of the prcfpeii-

ty of Louia XIV. ; and under hia aucceflsor^

the magnificent pile of the "grand monar<|no''
l)ecainc the i^ceiie of the (lisreputabie Pom-
[mdour and I)u Piarry dominatif)n. It woh at
tlie meeting of tf»e Ksitatea held here in 17SU
that the "Tiers Ktat " took the n)emr.ral)le

step,—the first on the way to the Revuliition,

—of forming itself into a separate body, the
Asaetnblee Nationale. A few month.s later
the unfortunate Louia XV^I. saw the
Palace of Versailles aacked by a Paris-
ian mob, which included many thou-
sand repulsive women, and since that period
it has remained uninhabited. During
the Revolution (I78!t) it narrowly eBca|)ed

being sold, l^apoleon neglected it owing to
tbe great expense w hich its repair would have
entaded, aud the Bourbons on their restora-

tion merely prevented it from falling to decay
and erected the pavilion on the south side.

Louis Philippe at length restored the build-
ing, and converted part of it into an historical

picture gallery."

From 19th September, 1870, to Gth March,
1871, the palace was the headquarters
of the King of Prussia, and a great part of
the edifice was then used as a military hos-
pital, the pictures having been carefully
covered to protect them from injury. An
impressive scene took jdace here on the I8:h
January, 1871, when the Prussian Monarch,
with the unanimous consent of the German
States, was saluted as Emperor of Germany.
To describe minutely all the events which
occurred at Versailles during the above period
would be to write a history of the Franco-
Prussian war. The house No. 1, Boulevard
du Hoi (which was pointed out to ua) was the
scene of the negotiations between Prince
Bismarck and Jules Favre on the 23rd-


