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These 175 citizens are protesting in particular against the
application of the GST ta books and periadicals, which they
consider an unjustified attack against the most ecanamical
and mast demnocratic way of spreading culture. 1 know that
Senator Chaput-Rolland agrees with me in that regard.

[En glish]

QUESTION PERIOD

ATOMIC ENERGY 0F CANADA LIMTED

EFFECr OF LAY-OFFS ON CANADIAN RESEARCH

Hon. Gildas L. Molgat (Deputy Leader of the
Opposition): Honourable senatars, my question is ta Uic
Leader of thc Gavernment. Some thrcc weeks ago, Atomic
Energy of Canada Limitcd announced some very seriaus cuts
in staff and, in particular, some affccting my awn province,
whcrcby same 114 warkcrs wauld be laid off and same 16
were ta be transfcrred.

Axnangst other things, thc AECL research station at Pinawa
on Uic Whiteshell River i Manitaba was daing two particular
pieces of researchi, anc of which was the disposal of nuclear
waste. This, as my honaurable friend will know, is a vcry
seriaus world prablem. My understanding is that Canada was
a leader i Uiis fleld. What was was big researched there at
that site could have led ta same Canadian technology bcing
exportcd clscwhcrc, or certainly ta some vcry intercsting
passibilities for Canada. The aUier type of research they werc
doing was on irradiation.

My question ta Uic minister is this: WÏII Uic gavcrnmnent
and AECL be reducing, therefare, their itercst i Uiese two
areas? Are Uicy transferring Uic research elsewhere, or arc
they ccasing Uic research? What exactly will happen?

Hon. Lowell Murray (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I regret Uiat I cannat hclp my friend on
that matter taday. I will have ta ask Uic Minister of Energy,
Mines and Resources, Mr. McKnight, for a statement which I
will bring in in duc course.

ORDERS 0F THE DAY

MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY BELL

MOTION FOR CONCURRENCE IN COMMONS AMENME

Hon. Donald HL Oliver: Honourable senatars, I move that
the Senate do now concur ini the Commons amendments ta
Bil S-8.

The Hon. the Speaker: It is moved by the Honourable
Senator Oliver, seconded by the Honourable Senator
Beaulieu, that the anxendments be concurred in now. Is it your
pleasure, honourable senators, to adopt the motion?

Hon. Gildas L. Molgat (Deputy Leader of the
Opposition): I presume Senator Oliver wiHl explain ta us why
wc should concur in them now. I have to wam him at the
outset that my own view is that they should go to committee,
but I arn preparcd ta listen.

Senator Oliver: I do have a few rcmarks that will attcmpt
ta explain that, honourable senatars.

You may wonder why we are once again dealing with Bill
S-8, the Motor Vehicle Safety Act. Honourable senators will
recail that Bill S-8 was flrst tablcd in the Senate on Marcb 17,
1992, a year ago, and was cxamined by the Standing Senate
Committce an Legal and Constitutional Affairs, chaired at
that time by our then honourable colleague Senator Nurgitz.
That bill was passcd an June 19 of last year with sorte
arncndments of a detailed and technical nature.

In the other place, Bull S-8 was referred to the Standing
Committee on Transport, which heard from 13 witnesses, the
majarity concerned with vehicle importation matters. As I
understand it, the majority of their concerns are ta be the
subjcct of intense discussion at the regulation-making stage.
That comniittee did, however, tinker with the bill in a further
way. It made what are csscntially two amendiments ta one
clause, namcly, clause 7 subsection 2, dealing with the
importation provisions of thc act.

0(1440)

Bath amendments are in large part clarifications of thc
intent of the act. The first, which is essentially thc new
wording set out in clause 7(2)(b), clarifies thc ability of thc
gavernment ta designate, should it be desirable, certain
persans ta do the certification of a vehicle after modification.
The duties and responsibilities of such a persan would be
clearly set out in the regulations ta be developed by the
departmnent i consultation with any interested parties.

The second amcndment, a new subclause 4 ta clause 7,
amends thc wording ta clarify Uic intent ta require imparted
vebicles to meet the saine standards as Canadian vehicles.

[ Senator Hébert ]
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