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for it was, "We have had an increase of
population in the services, and have had to
supply the A.rmy, the Navy and the Air
Force as weIl as the civilians." If that is the
answer, I say that soýmething should be done
to curtail the use of alcoholie beverages. par-
ticularly among the young men in our arrnad
forces.

Hon. Mr. HARMER: Have you any sug-
gestion te make as to how that could be
accomplished?

Hon. Mr. FOSTER: Carriedi

Hon. Mr. QUINN: No, honestly, I have
net. But 1 commend the lady senator frorn
Peterborough for bringing this roatter to the
attention of the Government, se that its
experts and authorities may put their heads
togethcr and work out some scherne whereby
the sale and use of intoxicating liquors may
be reduced.

Hon. Mr. HARMER: I agree with every-
thing you say. The difficulty is to, find a
solution.

Hon. Mr. QUINN: I agree with you in that.

Hon. J. H. KING: I do not want to pro-
long this debata, but I think I should say
that when the Minister increased, the duty on
spirits from $7 to 39 he was worried by the
thought that the increase might stimulate the
bootlegging traffie. We had an experience of
prohibition during and after the last war, and
it was neithar good nor healthy, and the
results flowing from it were not good.

We have arrived at a system whareby eight
of the provinces have taken over the control
in this matter. It is true that the Government
might prohibit the manufacture of alcohol in
Canada, but it could not prohibit the manu-
facture in the United States, and it would not
be able to enforce a prohibition against home
manufacture. One of the strange things about
alcohol is that it can ha made front almost
any vegetable matter, and it is amazing how
people will laarn to produce spirits and wines.
The consumption of thase articles is greater
undar prohibition than if they were sold under
regulation. I have no doubt that, as was
stated by the Prime Minister and bv Mr.
Ilslay, the Gov ernment is giving much thoughlt
to this question.

Speaking of people generally, and of youog
mean going into the armed forces particularly,
I may say that I do not think prohibition
would bring the results desired. On the con-
trary, I think it would do more harm than
good. I quite agrea with the honourable
sanator from St. Jean Baptiste (Hon. A. L.
Beaubien) that if the ternjwrance p)eo, e arc

Hon. Mr. QUINN.

really seriously interestad in temperance or
prohibition they would do well to organize
the old-fashioned temperance lodges in the
various communities throughout Canada and
would there encourage temperance and show
the people the injurious affects that corne
from. an undua use of alcoholie liquors. If
we could get back to that basis, I think, we
might makae some real progress.

I do not balieve that governments ean
accomplish much. They may restrict the
sale or the manufacture, but if the legal
manufacture is curtailed there will be the
underground manufacture by the illicit still,
as was demonstrated in hoth Canada and the
United States during prohibition days.

I arn quite sympathetia to what the lady
member has said. I do hope the ladies will
be able to buy some dresses. I arn sure that
if there is any way in which governments can
improve this condition, they will be glad to
do what they can.

I was surprisad to hear the honourable
senator fromt Bedford-Halifax (Hon. Mr.
Quinn) speaking about conditions on the
trains. I do quite a lot of travelling bctween
Vancouver and Ottawa, and I have not sean
a great deal of drinking on the trains.
Furthermore, in the centre of the city of
Vancouver, in what w~as once known as the
Vancouver Rotai, thare are some fifteen
hundred or two thousand soldiers in barracks.
I hi: ve liv ed right next to thern and have sean
lit tIc drunkaenneas in that neighbourhood. In
fact, I thought and still think that the officers
have on the whole been exercising a satisfac-
tory control ever the activities of the soldiers
under their command. Excessive drinking has
net beau really noticeable. One will meet
with some cases, of course, but that is truc at
ail tinmes.

However. as the Prima Minister said the
other day, it is desirable to lessen the consump-
tinofn liquor. A practical wav mnust be
found. I believa there is local option in the
provcinc~e froin which my lionourable friand
from Bcdford-H-alifax (Hon. Mr. Quinn)
cornes. If se, the peopla in the constituencies
concerncd can. at any time they se desire, eail
upon the Gox ernment te hold a iîlebiscite on
local option wvithin their respective areas.
Tite Scott Art was at one time in force in the
Eastern Provinces, but the henourable senator
o my lcft (Hon. Mr. Cepp) tells me it no
onger is.

1 know we are ail eag-er te do wvhat can ha
dlone te ie(lnce the ev-il:s of the iquor traffic.
But ]et us be careful ot te repeat the errer
that w as mnade duringý and ofter the iýi>t w ar.
w heu the province., paýýsed pii oltiljt;i
ineasurre. .Aý I think hioouîrable w~m.i xi


