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not underatand wby in many cases, coustU- 0
tuencies wblcb were looked upon as ente N
te tbe Reform party returned Conservative
candidates. I arn satlsfied tbat corrupt 8
practices prevalied ln the constituency 1 s

hadl the bonour of represeutlng for nineteen
yenrs-tbnt ballot swltcblng ln sorne cases

was reaorted to for the purpose of def eut-
lng me, but notwltbstandixig that I fortun-

ately was succesaful lu five successive elec-

tiens. Refereuce bas been made to 'Mac-
donald, Manitoba. The Conservative party
overdld the work there. In 1896 tbey re-
turned their candidate by a îunjorlty of

over 350. ¶7be Roform party could. not

uuderstand bow tbat bnppened. They were

nrnazed at such a resuIt, but Dr. Ruther-

tord, the defeated candidate, was rather
incliued to accept the verdict. He could

not uuderstaud bow polling subdivisions
wblcb bnd been counted on to give large

majerities for hlm gave majorîties the other

way. I do not know that the truth -would.

have ever been found out bad flot Mr. Free-
born, before be left Manitoba, when in

Winnipeg, let the cat out ef the bag. He

got a littie more la hlm than he could carry

witb prudence, and wbile lu that state said
that the 'Reformera in the constltuency et

Mncdonald bad get it li the neck ; tbey

would neyer find eut how or lu wbat way,
but they got It ail tbe same. Ater

that Dr. Rutherford made up bis mind

that he would test the wboie tbing. He
sent out an Invitation te, every elector lu

a peliLng subdivision wbo bad promised
te cast bis ballot for hlm te meet hlm at a

central place lu that polling subdivision.
Tbey carne lu forty-five or forty-sevefl men,

and ail swore that tbey bail rnnrked their
ballot for Dr. Rutherford, aud wben the
ballota were counted, enly 17 were found
I the box rnarked for Rutherford. There
wns a case ot ballot switcbing. For whom

was that doue ? For the Conservative can-

didate lu Macdonald. There was a case

wbere ballots were switcbed and the mis-
chievous work done. Nobody was auspi-
clous. Hlow did it corne that Mr. Freeboru

went there to do that work ? It appears

that Nat Boyd was under the impression

that be could not be elected unlèas there

was sorne sucb move, and lie telegrapbed

down to Birmingham, the chiet organizer

f the Conservatje party, that he

vanted some maxi, wanted an assistant,
vante to know If tbey couid flot
end him a man there who, weuld devise

orne metbod by wblch he couid. be elected.
He .telegrapbed back that he weiiid

sexid Freeboru, and he said be was a good
man in (North Bruce; lie bad accompllsbed
a lot of work there. Weil, we neyer' found.
out about North Bruce. We dld flot kuow

ixiything about It. He went lin Wlinipeg,
but be overdid lt-at leat lie was fouxid out.

Notwitbstanding this tact the bon. leader

of tbe opposition hoids'up tus 'bands lu boly

horror at wbat 'bas bappened ln London, as

If the practice was new and the Reform

pEarty alone responsIble; that tbey were

thle guilty Party and that ttey should take

the blarne for the w'bole thing. .1 regret

very rnucb that the Reform party ever

atole the patent ef our bon. félends lu the

matter wbicb. he spea'ks about Tbey con-

troiled that business for years and years,

and we knew notblig about it, and I arn

asbamed te think tbat the Reform party

ever did use the same weapons as were

used against us, aitbough when two men

get into a quarrel, and after the quarrel

starts, If one fiuds that the other bas a

pair er steel knuckles on bis band, If he bas

a pair ini bis peeket be will very likely put

tbem on, or wben a figbt starta one draws

a club frorn beblnd anid begIns peltIng bis

opponent, the probabilities are that If the

other fellow can get a club be will use it

too. That is natural ln a fight. Botb parties
have iadopted. ballot swiltcbing, unfortunate-
ly. In the case ef London 1 do not believe

frorn ail the evidence I have seen, that

Hymaxi was a party te, the wrong doixig

tbat was practised there. 1 bave not the
sligbtest doubt tbat perbape bis friexidB, lu

a feeling -ot entbusiasm and a desire te

see him elected, resorted to the means that

were adopted, and they borrowed tbe wea-

pona of their opponents and used tbern. It

la a pity tliey ever did'It. I have no doubt
wbatever that Hyrn would 'bave been

elected ln axiy event, but atter ail tbey did
it. Now let us pasa a law whicb wllIl strike

at the root et ail these tbings. Let us put

a stop to this ballot switching and ballot

stuffing. Surely the legal a'bility ef tbis

country, tbe mnen wbo have for years and
years been investigatioflg these cases, ln-


