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Canada Oi! and Gas Act
Mr. Crosbie: What is the effect, Mr. Speaker, of this bill on

the market economy in the private sector? 1 have been outlin-
ing how, under this bill and the other buis which will corne
with it, the government is attempting to amass and concentrate
power from the provinces, the private sector to Ottawa and
from the Canadian people. That is whaî this bill does. 1 have
outlined three reasons why 1 and my party are against this bill
and why we will fight il and every piece of legisiation that
accompanies it to the last dot and comma as il goes through
this House.

Although nothing could be more convincing than those three
reasons, there is stili a fourth reason. On page one, clause two
of the bill, il reads:

-Canada lands" means lands ihat belong toI fer M4ajesiy in rtght of Canada

And what does that include? Il goes on to say:
(b) those submarinc arc.ls atdjaicent to the coat of Canada and cxtending

throughout the natural prolongation

Jn other words, this bill assumnes that ail the offshore area
off the east eoast of Canada is Canada lands owned by the
Governmenî of Canada. J say that t is not owned by the
Government of Canada.

Mr. Peterson: Why don't you take us to court.

Mr. Crosbie: If hion. members opposite think that there will
bc an Hibernia oil development, one whiff of gas from off
Labrador or Newfoundland or one "tinch" of oil above a jar
from that area w hile the Government of Canada preterds that
it is Canada lands, they can think again because the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador will not give up their only chance
to be scîf-sufficient economicalîx. Neyer.

The governmnenî of Newfoundland and Labrador wtll rot
bend or be flexible on this matter. Il will be compleîely
inflexible. We did nol come irto confedieration rn 1949 with a
declaration in the ternis of union that the resources were Iu
stay with the province which would ther hand them over to the
federal government. no tnalter what the courts say. We do rot
care what the courts say. The Supremie Court of Canada car
declare that tinder some technical, legal ground the ownership
of that resource lies with the federal governmerî, even though
the ownership of resources under lard lies with the provinces
but offshore il lies, for some îechnical, legal, picayune reason,
with the federal governimert. That will rot solve the question
at ail. It is nut a question of law, il is a question of justice, of
what is right and fitting and the fact that Canada is a
con fede ration.

If the provinces do rut have resources, thex have rothing.
That is why we must oppose this bill because it is an attempt
to take away the resources owned by Alberta, the resources
owned by Saskatchewan and the resources owned by British
Columbia. 1 have a report from Ralph Hedlin Associates. It is
a fîrst class piece of work and J would lîke tu quote from it.

He says that "The commeircial centre has ncver wishcd lu
prejudice the west; il has just wishcd, in a too human way. to
maximize the irîcresîs of the centre, but the west has suffered
as a consequence". This bill is an attempt to take the resources

back from Alberta and the west which they were given in 1930
after a tremendous struggle. What J do not understand is how
hon, ladies and gentlemen opposite can be so blind. They were
not blird when it came to Quebec. They seemed to get it.
through their skulls with respect to Quebec that the French
Canadian minority there-

An hon. Member: A majority.

Mr. Crosbie: -a minority in Canada but a majority in
Quebec. They feit that they would always be subjeet to the
tyranny of an Engiish-speakirg majority in Canada and thaî
their interests would not be recognized. This is what has been
going on in Quebec for the past 40 years. Presumably the
malter has been settled, iargeiy in the past few y cars when this
government firaily understood that there was a probiern. Now,
1 do not believe the French Canadian minority in Canada feels
that it wiii be subjeet to the tyranny of the Fnglish-speaking
mai on ty.

The governiment fails to reeognize that there is a minority ir
western Canada and a minority in eastern Canada which fear
that lhey wiil always be subjeet to the tyranny to the central
Canadian majoriîy. The fear is no different from the fear of
the French in Quebec. Just when the people in the west believe
their day has corne, îhey sec central Canada. mobiiized
îhrough the worst kind of politîcai self-seeking by the experts
in polical self-seeking, the Liberal parîy of Canada elcl, that
Liberal parîy on a raw, crude basic appeai to central Canada
Io put them back in power su that they can keep the wesî from
îaking ils rightfui place in confedieration and receiving rightfui
value l'or ils resources.

Until the ladies and gentlemen opposite urdersîand that the
country is a "no show" and a "nu go" with that kind of blind
policy, we wiii be in desperate trouble. We wili fight the
governmnert îooîh and nail here in the House of Communs and
or every stage ir the courtry from St. John's to Vancouver.
Whaî did the Prime Nlinister say during the eleclior cam-
paign?! He dîd nul have t0 say much. He was lucky because hie
caughl the swing of public opinion at a particular lime. In
arother îwu or three months, the resuit would have beer
entirely different, but hie was iucky rn his timing.

Mr. Peterson: Don't cordemn the electorate for your own
fa ilu res.

Mr. Crosbie: The hion. member xviii nol even have a look-in
with the ciecturate rexi limie because il is aiready sick of this
govcrrmnenl wvhich fought and schemed 10 gel inb power, but
has sirce donc rothing bu justify ils winning the election. The
Prime Minîster saîd in Sudbury, Ontario on February 2, 1980,
that -We, the I iberais, wiil not îry 10 pit une province off
agairst anoîher. We xviii have responsîble regoliations with the
provinces and we wili ,Nork out a price'. That is the impression
the Prime Minister îried tu leave wiîh the electorate. But ever
sirce then, he has îried lu pit une province against another.
Thaî has beer his enitire poiicy.

Our poiicy wîîh respect lu offshore mnineraI rights was
conîaîned in a icîter of September 14, 1979, from the ther

December 16, 1980


