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Dominion, and we ara daaling'here with whet
we cen do as e Dominion. As te what the
other party may do later, it is for that party
to decida by pessing a law, and then the
two parties will meet and enter into, an
agreement.

Mr. LADNER: Just eppiy that sama line
cf raasening te, the fifty per cent contribu-
tion. 'The reasoning is absurd.

Mr. CANNON: We are net binding the
provinces te pay any fixad sum. We simply
say thet as far as we are concernad we wil
pey flfty per cent cf what the provinces decide
upon for the pension. If it is te be $100, we
wili pay $50. We will pay fifty pez cent cf
whatever maximum is fixed, but tha ameunt
has te ha fixad by the provinces.

Mr. LADNER: Why net epply the sae
process of reasoning se fer as the tan yaar
pariod is concerned?

Mr. CANNON:- My hon, friand is e very
good lawyar, and ha knows parfectiy wali that
it is net, within our jurisdiction as a faderai
parliament te bind the province for any
period cf tima.

Mr. LADNER: Just as much as the fifty-
fifty is within our poer.

Mr. CANNON: We say thet the provinces
can enter inte this sehema on thair own voli-
tion, but if they do net wish to jein in it
tbay ara net beund te do se.

Mr. BOYS: Doas the ministar sey that if
thara is te ha an agreement it sheil net ba
hinding on botJh Dominion and province-

Mr. CANNON: My hon. friand-

Mr. BOYS: My hon, friand did not per-
mit me te finish. I amn ewa.re of tihe acutaness
of his mmnd, but ha might allôw me et least
te finish my sentence. Does ha suggest that
thera couid net be insartad, e provision wbich
would ba binding net oniy on the Dominion
for tan years but on the province as well?
And the moment the province eccapt that, it
will bind thern just as much as if they accept
the agreement now te pay fifty pier cent.

Mr. CANNON: My hon. friand knows
wa have ne law thet seys that an agreament
enterad into by the Dominion and the prov-
ince shall ha binding on both; evarybody
edmits thet. Why enter into an agreemant if
it is net te ha binding on both parties? Wa
do net nead te put that in a iew. It is an
elementery principie.

Mr. BOYS: I egrea with my hon. friend.

Mr. McGIBBON: ijt is commun sensa.

Mr. CA.NNON: It is commen sense. The
distinction that is to be drawn here is very
simple. iIt is the distinction as to what wa
can do as legisietors in this parliament, and
we cen legisiate only within the four corners
of section 91. As te, an agreement, that is
an ordinary contract, and when the two parties
to the contract meet they can agree on what-
ever conditions suit them. But we cennot
go into ail the conditions of thet agreement,
beceuse the two parties are not here. We
have to wait until the other party can be
present.

Mr. McGIBBON: Cen thiq (parliarnent
nýot dictate tihe terms upon which the agree-
ment will be made?

Mr. CANNON: Certeinly not, becausa if
1 arn to make a contract one of the conditions
of its validity is the consent of the other
perty. How cen I sey thiat another party will
be called upon to give his or har consent if
beforahand I impose the conditions of thet
contraet? I have no right to do it.

Mr. BOYS: Have you not just as much
right to fix the durati-on of the agreement as
the emount of the contribution?

Mr. CANNON: Certeinly not; not by lew.
If rny hon. friend will allow me, the distinction
to ha drawn is this: We cannot in e law sey
thet the duretion of the agreement shai' be
ten yeers, and claima that that law will be
binding on the provinces. But when it cornes
to drewing up an agreement, if the province
is egreoeble to the period being tan years,
than naturehly thet condition is binding on
hoth parties.

Mr. BOYS: And does flot the sae argu-
ment eppiy absolutely withi regard to the
fifty per cent contribution? You cennot say
to the province: You shall pey fifty per
cent. But you cen sey: If you are wih'ing
to have an agreement, we will each pey 'fifty
per cent. Simiierly, you can sey thet il you
are going te have an agreernant, it shall be for
tan yaars or flot et all.

Mr. CANNON: ýCertainIy not. I do not
wish to, deain the Huse, but so fer as the
arnount is concerned, we -are net fixing thet.
Wa sim.ply sey to tha province: You fix the
arnount, and we will pay fifty per cent. One
last point. My hon. frienil asked,: Whet if
the province should change the lew or aJbrogate
the statute one yeer efter it had been pessed.
Thaýt mey hepp an; we cennot hali it.

Mr. McGIBBON: You could pravent it.


