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Supply Bill

mons at the present session of parliament, be
granted to, His Majesty, on account for the
fiscal year ending March 31, 1927.

Mr. BENN.ETT: That is mnerely .the un-
voted portion of the general estimates?

M.r. ROBB: Yeo.

Mr. GARDINER: Before th.is resolution
is carried, wouild the Minister of Finance
explain whether there wiài be any other
oppertunity of d'iscussing these estimates, or
wili -the committee, by paasing these e&itimiteS
now in bdock, be precluded from disoussing
variovs items in the estima-tes in the future?

Mr. ROBB: I think it will be quite reason-
able for the chafa-man to a'IHow very wide
latitude in the discussion of these estimatea
wben the mamn estirnates for the fiscad year
1927-1928 are before the HEouse. I miglit add
that there are aie supplementary estimnstes,
which I arn not going to asic the House te
rush through ut this time. I kiiply want te
get this resolution. through to provide for the
public service tc-morrow. Asn I explained
before, ancet -of these esti-mates have aJready
been voted, but they did nlot receive the royal
assent. I think we wilil ,lw fu-11 latitude in
discussing the estimates when the supple-
mentaries and the main estimates corne up
later.

Mr. GARDINER: I wouild eali te the
mmnister's attention that eome very importaint
items in the main estimates did not reoeive
the consideration of this House at, the luat
session. I do not think many meinhers ex-
pected the Eouse to go into, cormiîttee te-
nîght, and I would therefore suggest te the
minister that he move that the cominittee rise
and report progress, and let us go liteb the
estiniates to-morrow, in order te give thoe
xnembers who ame particularly in'terested li
ertain items an opportunity tc Scure the
information they desia'e fren the government.
I think thaît is a f air requcet, and I trust the
minister wil'l be able te acquiesce ini it.

Mr. ROBB: I have ne wlah te rush the
mMiter. AHl I waait te make plan te the
House la that if the public service is net
paid to-rnorrow, the fault will not be mine.
May I suggest to my hon. friend thait we
advance this resolution through. its varioms
stages u:p te the bill, and then allow a very
wide discussion on the bill when ài cornes Up.
That wilà enable us to get aflong anid have
the Deputy (lovernor Cleneral corne te the
Senate and give royal amsnt -te the bill; for
of course we cannot pay out this money until
the biH1- has received the royal aissent.

Mr. BENNETT: We can reserve our
righte under -the bill.

Mr. ROBB: My hon. friend can. reserve
ah bhis rights under the bill, if thst ia agree-
able.

Mr. GARDINER: I understand this vote
is te pay the salaries. That la practieally al
it involves. I would reniind the Minister of
Finance that it would hardly be opportune
wvhen the bill is before the House te discuss
the important items that some of the mem-
bers, I believe, deaire te discuss, and I t-hink
-it is a,-king a littie toc much cf the House
that, *after concluding the debate on the
speech from the throne te-night we should
be asked te vote this large sum. of *money.
We desire te help on the business of ithe
session te the best of our ability, but ait the
sanie time I suggest the minister is net quite
reasonable in this regard.

Mr. RO)BB: I have ne desire te be
unreasonable and if my hon. fniend wishes it
te stand over 1 will flot preasw it, but I repeat
that most cf these items have ahready been
veted by the House and did not receive the
royal assent. It is impossible, as my hon.
friend understands, te pick eut the salaries,
and I want te make it olear te the public
service thst I amn doing my best te provide
for them. Three months' estimates have
already been voted by the House and the
money has been paid. If my hon. friend can
give me the assurance that this will go
through early to-marrow, se that we can get
royal assent within a resnable turne during
the day te issue the cheques for the payrnents
I wîll not press lit to-night. But I would net
like it te appear -that I had in any way kept
the service froin Seing paid to-mrrw. I
know that to-day messages have corne te me
frein Quebec and Halifax usking when the
cheques were te Se issued.

Mr. BENNETT: I think my hon. friend
frain Acadia inisun'derstands the situation. If
the House adopta ithe resolution -to-night, anid
it is distinctly understood that on the second
reading of the bill he may discuss amy items
of the estimates as though the House were in
comanittee, then we wil1 have advanced the
supply at leaa.t a day, and will have enabledi
the House te rise a day sooner than we other-
wise would.

Mr. ROBB: That is right.

Mr. MAOKENZIE KI*NG: Another factor
that will have a bearing on the matter ia
that three montha' supply of this past year
waa voted by the House and the money is
spent. Another four or five montha' supply


