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distinction ail the 'way through. I have
already stated what the views were on the
question itself, and if 1 arn to confine my-
self to this section, I have nothing further
to add; but, on the other hand, if we are
to discuss the general question of enfran-
chisement that opens up, a wider field.

Mr. ROBB: On what grounds did the
Indians abject to enfranchisement?

Mr. BOYS: 'They want to please them-
selves. What moved the committee to
adopt this amendment was the experience
of the department. A matter per-
haps worth. referring to is that,
Under the Indian Act, alter fifty-three years
of operation. only 65 Indians were enfran-
chised. Under the amendment made by
chapter 26 of the Statutes of 1918, where
there was a wider opportunity for enfran-
chieement, no less than 258 Indians took
advantage of those provisions in less than
two years, and it is felt that many more
will do so under the provisions of the
amended Act. Personally 1 eee no reason
why Indiana rwho leave the reserve and
work in the shops of Montreal, Brantford
or other cities should have the protection
ta which an [ndian is entitied under the
,Act, because these Indians are in receipt
of large sume of money; xnany of them are
professionai men, doctors and lawyers, and
should itot he treated'as wards. There is no
thought on the part of the department, s0
far as we can gather from its past practice
or from what the fleputy Superintendent
êtated, before the committee, ta bring about
the enfranchisement of Indiana in any
wholesale way. If hon. memilers will read
the provisions of the Bill and see the pro-
tection that surrounds the Indian in that
regard, and if they will take the trouble
aleo to read the proceedings before the
,committee and find out what the practice
of the department has been, they will corne
to the conclusion that there iLs no thought
on the part of the department of enfran-
chising any Indian who is not fit to be en-
franchised. It is no wonder that the In-
dians did not take advantage of enfran-
chiseinent under the old method. Section
108 of the Indian Act, 1914, provides that
whenever any maie Indian or unmarried
Indian woman of the full age of twenty-one
years makes application to the Superin-
tendent General for enfranchisement, the
Superintendent General shall inetruct the
agent of the band of which. the applicant
is a member to caîl upon the latter to fur-
nish a certificate. That is the first thing
that has ta be done; and that certificate
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has ta be furnished under oath taken before
a judge, justice of the peace, stipendiary
magistrate, etc. It has ta be shown that
for at leat five years previously the Indian
has been of good moral character, tOm-
perate in his habits, intelligent, and s0 on.
Then under section 109, upon receipt of that
certificats thirty days have te lapse, during
which time affidavits may be' handed in
with regard ta the fitness or the character of
the Indian in question. In the event of
there being no such affidavita the Superin-
tendent General under section 110, alter
examining the evidence may, if he decides
in favour of the applicant, grant him . a
lo-cation ticket for land occupied by him.
Then, under section 112 three years are ta
elapse before the [Endian is entitled ta en-
franchisement. Now, theee proceedings
seem te be slow and cumberoome. The
ameudments proposed by the committee
provide that after the report is made under
subsection 2 by the board referred to, the
next step is as follows:

On the report of the Superintendenit Generai
that any Inddan, male or feznale, over the age
of twenty-one years 1e ftt for enfranchisement,
the Governor In Oouneil niay by order direct
that aujch Indian ehal! be and beome enfran-
chised at the expiration of two years frosu the
date of sudi order, or on the date of such
ordeir If requested~ by sudi Indian, and f rom
the date of euch enfranchisoenent the pro-
visiMon0f the Indian A&ct and of any other Act
or law inaking any distinction between the
legal rights, privileges, diablltles and lieJMil-
ties of Indilana and those of le Majesty's
other' subjects, shail cesse to apply to guch
Indian or tW his or her inor unniarrled chUld-
ren. or, in the case 0f a nmarried maie Indian,
ta the wife of sucih Indis.n, anKi every such
Ind-ian and chlld and wtfé shall Uhereafter have
pomess and enjoy ail the iegai powers, rtghts
and privileges of ias Majesty's other eubjects,
and shall no longer be deemfed to 'be Indians
within the mening of any laws relating ta
Indjlans.

Briefiy summarized, this provision simply
means that ini the case of an Indian who is
fit for enfranchisernent the board investi-
gates the case and, the report being favaur-
able, the Superintendent General issues
the order and at the end of two years the
Indian becomes enfranchised. But if he
himself wishes, he may become enfran-
chised at any time before the expiration of
the two years. If, of course, this provision
was going ta lead ta the wholesaie enfran-
chisement of Indians against their wishes,
a great deal might be said against it; but
there is no0 such intenion. Under another
section the desire of the Indian himself in
regard ta enfranchisement is ta be a fact-
tor in determining bis fitness. So that we
start off with the report; that report shows


