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Mr. PATERSON. We had ail the infor-
mation that we thought was necessary ta
justify us in making the agreement.

Mr. HENDERSON. I think, perhap8,
hon. gentlemen are a littie too severe on
the Minister of Customs in demanding this
additional information; personally 1 am
under the impression that the Minister of
Customs neyer had the information. I do
not think, cither, that the Minister of
Finance ever toak the trouble to inquir(P
as to what these common prices were be-
tween this country and the United States.
They simply jumped into the arrangement
that was handed down, cut and dried, by
President Tait, who no doubt took the
same means of forcing this agreement upon
them as lie did in Albany a year ago, when
he held a club over the head of the Fin-
ance Minister and demanded that he
should corne down or lie wouid shoot, and
Mr. Fielding came down. lie gave away a
lot of aur market, and got nothing what-
ever in return. 1 presume the procedure at
Washington was very mucli the same. I
have an impression from what I can learn
that this whole arrangement was presented
to the two ministers who went down there,
ail cut sud dr.ied, and they were told,
'You have got to accept it,' and I do not
believe there was any alternative offered
them. I do not think the question of
prices ever entered into the consideration
by the two ministers. Wha:t did it signify
to them? They were to get a treaty, they
found one eut and dried, they took it an 1
came back; and inside of an ',hour aiter
they met their colleagues, it was thrown
on the table, and this parliament was told,
'You must take every word of it, you
cannot even take the dot off an i ' or
the stro<e off a «'t,' you have ta accept
the whole tbing. Why, it was not the pur-
pose of the mînisters to make an intelli-
gent agreement, they wanted an agreement,
and they were bound to mnake one, an-1
:they did make one. Now 1 believe if they
ihad had the information, they neyer wotiid
have nmade such a stupid agreement as
that. 1 take the Minister of Custom's
silence as indicating that they did not know
a thing about the difference .between the
price's on this side and on the other side;
there can be no other conclusion. I do
not think the minister will ever make the
people believe that 1he knew what lie was
doing. They went along hap-hazard, with-
out considering at ail what was besi in
the interests of Canada. 0f course they
talk about bigger prices in the United
States. They are telling the people of thîs
country tha t if they can anly get their
commodities into the United States they
wili get bigger prices; then, if they can
only buy in the United States, they wiil
buy cheaper. Ail their propositions are so
extremeiy absurd and sa contradictory,

that I arn convinced they neyer attempted
to gather any information about these
facts, and neyer got the information. It
was a go-it.,blind and that was ail they
wanted.

Mr. PATERSON. I am glad to flnd theit
at any rate soime few gentlemen o>n the
other side ou the House have mnade up
their minds wha.t they ought ta do on this,
question. We may heaT f r<m the others
by and by.

Mr. BURRELL. I think iit must strike
every mernber on this. side and the couintry
as well s au eitraordinary th.ing that
with such an imnportant matter as. th-is be-
fore the coun.try the one little piece of
statistical. informnation that the country
needs on which ta base their reasoning le
absolutely denied by the government who
are in charge of the" whole thing. The
Minister of Customes ays thst, they had
ail the infoirnation that they thought
necessary, and yet lie refuses apparenily
to tabulate that information in sucli a
shape that the House cen understand it
and the country base their airguments upon
it. It ie extraordinaxy, the minister would
hardly think lie was justified ini going te
the length lie did, in. referenee ta the fruit
industry unless he had posted himself up-
on the subject statiaeally and if he had
ail the etatistics in hie possession the
fruit growers ai Canada have an absolute
riglit ta have them laid on the table.
Seven weeks have ela4psed since an import-
ant diOiegation cd 800 fruit growers froni
Niagara appeared before the government.
An order was iesued that their representa-
tionps shouid be printed iorthwith, yet seven
weeks have elapeed and we have not re-
ceived the printed copies of those reipre-
sentations, se ithat the country have
neither the information on which the min-
isters acted nor the arguments advanced
by the fruit men.

Mr. MURPHY. When the hon. snerber
drew attention ta the printing of the pro-
ceedinge, on the occasion of -the visit of
that deputation ta Ottawa, I made in-
quiry and was tald that the report was
ready for distribution that day.

Mr. HENDERSON. Where is it now?

Mr. MURPHY. In the distribution
office.

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS-RECEPTION
TO CARDINAL VANNUTELLI.

Mr. SPROULE. This seeros te be an
hour oi comiplainli about the answers given
by mecubers oi the government. I would
caîl attention ta sonie answerS which 1
reoeived whidh in my judgment were nat
proper answers. These answers are either
right or wrong; if they are right, they doý


