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exceeding the best of the war years by over a billion

dollars . After r .̂aking allowances for price increases

during the intervening years and for population Crowth,

it is safe to say that the average Canadian today enjoy s

a standard of living at least half as high again as he did

before the war, and ar;ood deal higher than at any time in

the past .

ÿ~~uall~► important to the ecorior.tic stren ;th an d

solidarity of the nation, the benefits of rising inco: :~e s

have been widely distributed . The net income of fsrners

and other unincorporated buziZesses, chiefly the former,

rose from Ÿ800 million in 193E3 to ',2,467 Million in 1947 ;

and salaries, wages and supplementary labour iacotye, taken

toffether, from .M2 ,476 million in 1938 to `,6,125 million in

1947 .

t:e are better off than we were ten years a g o

partly, of course, because nearly everyone who wants a job,

is crorkinc, . There are no conpletely reliable fiCures of

the nuhbers unemployed in 193 0 , but I an told that those

out of work in that :; ear probably e ::ceeded 400,000 out of

a total working force of 4,400,000 . In addition, there was

at that time ar_ood deal of hidden uner.ploynent, represented

by :;orkers on short tirle and by under-enployr:ent of various

kinas . ?y way of contrast, when t . '-.e latest figures wer e

?athered earl ;F in ';ove :aber last, less than 90,000 Ca :radians

out of a total civilian uorl•.inC, force of sor.,e 5 million were

looking for jobs .

,he disappenrz :lce of uner:ploynent, however, doesT

aot account by any means for all the increase in national


