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pressures to restrain invest-
ments. some of which have 
been based on low levels of ex-

penise and overall capacity to 

effectively monitor the opera-

tions. especially in forestry and 

inining. 
But some people have taken 

positions based on inadequate 
information and misrepresenta-

tions 
•- We recognise that opera-

tions in forestry and mining in 
Gu ■ ana (and) other countries of 
the ■■ orld, have led to various 
degrees of environmental degra-
dation. 

-Certain attitudes and prac-
tices of operators require that a 
strong system of monitoring be 
put in place to limit the damage 
which may  arise from these op-
erations." he told a big gather-
ing  of  schoolchildren, members 
of the diplomatic corps and 
other officials. 

Hinds added that Guyana, 
like many other developing 
countries,  must rapidly create 
f he %er■ stron g  monitoring ca-
pacit ■ required. 

COUIllr) welcomes as- 
10 overcome the  short-

tee  Of trained personnel, inad-
equac ■ of relevant staff and the 
mah!iity to properly equip agen-
cies which bear the responsibil-
it ■ ior monitoring and enforce-
men: ,  he stated 

Recognising. these limita-
tions. the authorities have been* 
approachine new investments 
.vith great caution ,  especially in  

the forestry sector. 
But steps arc being taken to 

strengthen the capacity of key 
agencies like the Guyana For-

estry Commission, which is re-

ceiving assistance from the Brit-

ish-based Overseas Develop-
ment Administration. 

While this is taking place. 

the conditions for the new in-
vestments and the nature of ex-

ploratory leases have been eStab-
lished. the Prime Minister ex-
plained. 

New investments will,  there-

fore, be made in an organised 

way and under strict conditions. 
aimed at ensuring sustainability. 

With the passing of the Bill. 
a comprehensive approach to en-
vironmental protection has been 
developed,  as it requires envi-

ronmental impact assessments as 
a condition for permitting certain 

operations. 
The legislation also estab-

lishes procedures for their re-
view and identifies polluting ac-
tivities as offences and provides 
for appropriate penalties. 

Hinds said the EPA will not 

operate in isolation and a num-
ber of special working groups 
will be set up to support its ef-
forts and staff. 

He encouraeed individuals 
and organisations  to give mean-
ineful assistance to it. especially 
in its stage of infancy. 

In addition, the Government 

is establishing a National Pro-
tected Areas System (NPAS) 
with support from the World 
Bank's Global Environment Fa- 

cility (GEF). 
Hinds said the lack of exper-

tise or incapacity must not 

hinder the development thrust of 

countries, and the more devel-

oped states need to assist those 
least developed to build their ca-

pacity w ensure development 

proceeds on a sustainable basis. 

"A new relationship is nec-

essary," he observed. adding. 
Guyana has been making a seri-
ous effort to contribute to the 

global effort of promoting sus-
tainable development 

On March 15. Parliament 

approved the establishment of 
the Iwokrama Rainforest Centre, 
giving legal status to a 
programme for which almost  1M 

acres of pristine tropical 
rainforest have been set aside. 

The site is expected to serve 

as a huge, open laboratory to 
give scientific basis to the con-
cept of sustainable utilisation of 

the resources of the forest. 
Emphasis will be placed on 

the real and potential uses of the  

resource,  for example, in pro-
ducing pharmaceuticals, its role 
in slowing the rush of rainfall to 
the rivers and oceans, and as the 

lungs of the world to remove 

carbon dioxide and supply oxy-

gen to the atmosphere. 
World Environment Day co-

incided with lwokrama Founda-

tion Day and GEF Chairman and 

Chief Executive Office. Dr 

Moharned El-Ashry delivered a 

special lecture. titled 'Global 
Environmental Security.' 

Environmental Advisor to 

the President,. Mr NaVirl 

Chandarpal and Co-ordinator 

of Environmental Affairs. Of-
fice of the President. Dr Lake 
Chatarpal also spoke at the 

ceremony. 
Calypsonians 'Tempest' 

and 'Ayambo' did a special 
song and Ms Rosamund Addo 
recited a fitting poem during 
the programme. 

It was held under the glo-

bal theme of Our  Earth,  Our 

Habitat, Our Home'. 
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