
SVIVE LA DIFFÉEeRENCE!

They do not constitute a
miinority comparable, for
example, to Hispanics ini
MiLami or New York. lIn
Quebec, French is flot simply
the language of a significant
social group, it is the language
of society: goverament, insti-
tutions, commerce and culture.
Although many Quebeckers
also know English, French is
the source of the culture that
nourishes their everyday life.

Another maior characteristic

retreat to an increasingly limi-
ted temrtory, and the fear of
assimilation, always present in
one form or another.

major corporations. 'Meir
only source of power, result-
mng ftom their demographic
weight and a kind of atavism
that recails the Irish in the
United States, was politics.

myth was systemnatically
encouraged by the Catholic
Church, long the sole guardian
of thought in this small, homo-
geneous, inwardly focused
community. As the city and
the factory were regarded as
places of perdition and assimi-
lation, the Church encouraged
»agricultural vocations," and,
through interdictions and
exhortations, stimulated the
birth rate to prodigious levels.


