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of writing essays worthy of being read be-
fore even such a learned body as the A. M.
S. and that the members would be greatly
benefitted by bearing them. It is not too

late in the season even yet to move in this

matter. Let the executive consider it well

and act promptly.

T H E scbeme for the federation of the
Colleges bas at last been made public.

Although reports of meetings beld in Kings-

ton to discuss this question are to be found

in our columns, we tbink it bnit right that
the JOURNAL should not be sulent when the
interests of education in this Province are

so mncb at stake. VWe purpose in this
number to take a general view of the scbeme

and in our next one will probably refer to

some of its particular proposais.

It is proposed, then, that the various uni
versities in the province hold in abeyance
their degree granting powers so long a.s
federation last. This is certainly much to
ask and yet we feel confident that, if the

educational interests of the country demand-

ed the surrender, if higher education wonld

be advanced and macle more general thereby,

the authorities of the universities would
gladly enter into federation. \Vould the
proposed federation advance higber educa-
tion ? We believe xiot. We belitive that in
educational matters as in almost every line,
friendly rivalry is good. But, it is said we
will stili have this friendly rivalry. Tbe
various colleges will stili carry on the work
of teachirig and each will stili strive to give,
if possible, a higher and more thorougb edu-
cation than is given by any of ber sisters.
This may be true to a certain extent, but
when we remember that the varions col-
leges have above and heyond them as it were
a single university, that this university not
only prescribes the course of study requisite
for a degree but also actually enters into

competition with the colleges compcsing the
university in preparing students for that
degree, we are forced to believe that in a very
short time the usefulness of the colleges will
be gone. Students desiring a degree will at-
tend the university and flot the colleges.
Were the proposed university flot a teaching
body but only an examining and degree
granting institution this objection to the
seheme would be removed and the différent
colleges might continue to flourish.

In the next place the sciieme requires that
ail the colleges be situated in Toronto. If
they mnust ail be in one city Tor-onto un-
doubtcdly is that place. But, it rnay be
naturally asked is it neccssary that ail the
colleges bave the same local habitation?
We fail to see why it is necessary. On the
contiary we think that thîs very proposai is
a great objection to the scheme. Wc be-
lieve that higher education will become more
general, that a greater nurnber wll avail
thernselves of a college train ing, If there be,
as now, a numiber of colleges, in different
parts of the province, than would do so, if
ail the colleges, as it is proposed they sbould
be, were sitnated in one place. The pres-
ence of a college in any locality is an incen-
tive to Young men to avail thernselves of a
university educalion. That tis is s0 is
proved by the bistory of everv college in the
province. Examine the list of graduates
and students of any of those institutions and
it will at once be seeri wbat an overwhelm-
ing majority of those were residents of the
country in the immediate neighborhood of
the college. We do not mean that more of
these would have received a university edu-
cation bad there been no university near
tlbern but we do affirin that a very large pro-
portion of them would not, could flot have
done so. The fact of the college being near

was the incentive wbich prompted them to
go to college and the saving in expense
rendered their going possible.


