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railway passengers have been arrested for travelling naked —
as yet—nor have any citizens appeared in the streets in
bathing, tights. Except the “knickers,” cyclists of both
sexes try to rid themselves of as many upper garments as
possible. As the Parliament was becoming excitable and
deaf to the President’s bell, and to his glances towards his
hat, the Cabinet decided to close the session, which has
been on and off at work for nine months—a vacation
parturition was then only natural. It prevents, too, all
change of Ministry till October next. In the interim the
country promises to be kept lively by an agitation for the
immediate dissolution of the Chamber. Parties are so
balanced that no effective work can be accomplished ; all
debates, in any case, lose their sweetness in the desert air,
as the public displays no interest in them at all.

The condition of Madagascar continues to become worse ;
the Government swears all is for the best in the best Mada-
gascar words. But private letters and independent press
correspondence tell a different story, and the massacres and
piilages show that order does not reign yet in Warsaw. The
French are only secure so far as their rifles carry. So the
Malagasys do not appear desirous of being civilized —against
their will. A French expedition is openly talked of. The
last, that cost the French army proper 5,000 lives, and the
Algerian contingent, Arabs, 2,000, before even they caught
sight of an enemy. When the latter became visible, the
natives imitated the American coon’s appeal to the sporting
colonel : * Don’t fire, Tl come down!” The insurrection
is spreading all through Iremina. It is said to be limited to
the ¢ Faharolos.” Unfortunately all the patives belong to
that mass of discontented who sack and slay, without dis-
tinction, the Europeans, irrespective, t00, of creed or nation-
ality. The natives only gave up a portion of their arms, and
the militia, formed from native volunteers, bolt with arms
and baggage after being enrolled. The French concluded
they had only to appear and Madagascar became a paradise.
They have now to cope with their Matabele and Mashonas,
and so they cease to be pleased at the misfortunes of
others. The few people that had pitched their tents on the
island are bolting to escape being massacred like so many
others. Only the regular army can restore, or rather compel,
order. That means an expedition and an enormous outlay.
Further, if the island is to serve any useful purpose, railways
must be constructed and harbors built. But where find the
millions for such public works? The isle promises to be a
millstone round the neck of France. The * take ” is
extremely unpopular, and will be rendered more so by hav-
ing to conquer it. A journal quietly observes that the
latter ought to have preceded the annexation of the island.

The energetic action of England insisting upon ail the
six Powers running in harness to fix up Crete, has had a
most salutary effect so far. It is said that the British
Ambassador had a straight and tall talk with the Sultan, to
the effect that did he negotiate separately with any power
or powers to convert them into guardians of the isle, the
British fleet would at once take up position, The ambassa-
dor is reported to have also reminded the ¢ Shadow” that
England did not want Cyprus, that she was ready to quit
when Russia fulfilled her part of the Beaconsfield Bond, to
hand over Kars and Batoum to the Porte. England would
have no objéction to Crete and Cyprus being made a Greek
‘ protectorate,” and that known leaning disconcerts Russian
schemes.

The return of Italy to a more * forwards ” policy, indi-
cates that some diplomatic plots were hatching. However,
as the Anglo-Italian fleets are on the qui wive, no surprises
are to be expected. A jack-in-the-box mine will he met by
a jack-in-the-box of greater counter mine. The French are
committing again the blunder of disparaging the Italians
because they desire to expand, to grow bigger. All nations
now large were at one time small ; they augmented by war,
theft, and craft, at the expense of weaker neighbours, and
often at the expense of each other. Why deprecate in
Italians what her rivals have practised ? Despite her trials,
Italy has a future hefore her. Her people emigrate, are not
afraid to have families; are hard-working and thrifty.
France ought to have forgiven much to not place Ttaly on
the side of the Triple Alliance-—and its accessories,

The vast strides that England is making in commercial
prosperity, deepens the jealousy of a few nations. The roy.
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delights and fascinates, and to make the multitude
a day is an end worth attaining.
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