
THE WEEXI

j tide in this province ;for lie stands very well with the
1ýnglish also and is likely to hold a certain niumber of the
ngliis Conservatives who, in their anger at the Gox ern-

ITent's treatment of theni, voted against it in the late
elections.

One of the things which the dying city council is being
aked to authorizeis the building of a branch of the

Monltreal Street Railway to the top of Mount Roval. Only
those wvho know by experience the charmn of our Mountain
Park Can realize the vandalisrn of the proposal. The Street
Raîlway bas been laying its pipes for years to secure titis
Privilege ; and it regards the present as an opportune time
tû bring matters to aà head. They are meeting with vigorous
Oppoiton ; and the cause of those who are figbting to
mnaintain the Park from the desecration of the shrieking
trolleys lhave received unexpected reinforcernents fromi the
Womeu of Montreal who, by the thousands, are signing peti-
tiOus Pleading that the Park be left undisturbed. nMrs.
Gxeo. A. Drumnnond, the President of the Montreal branch
of the National Woman's Counceil, has takeil the lead in
this good work. The Railway, of course, dlaims that the
building of the electric road will in no way injure the Park
but their opinion dots not seem to carry uiuch weiglit witb
those who know the Park best and love it most.

Mr. Robert S. White has at last been appointed
Collector of Customis here, and althouglb a petition in favour
Of the promotion of Mr. O'llara was laî'gely signed by
klntreaî merchants, Mr. White's selection bas been well
received. Mr. White, after lie gets to know the ropes,
Ought to make an excellent collector. is fellow-journalists
riltend to tender himi a complimentary banquet about theIliiddle of the mon th.

The Government's choice of new Senators for titis
district bas also met with approval. Mr. James O'Brien is
a 'Wealthy merchant and a good representative of bis race ;
beeno Villeneuve is also a prominent mierchant who has long
Mr.n loading figure in our legislative and municipal life;

w*1Owens is a substantial and capable citizen; and Sir
W iim Hingston should inake an ideal Senator.

iMisie ind the Draria.

Ir 1E good people of St. James' Catîtedral have engzaged Mr.J . Lewis Browne for their organist during the coming
Year. This should be a good move, for, possessing an excel-
lent organ, they should have a skilled organist to play it.
Mr* Browne is certainly skilful, and plays with much taste.

"aM tOld that the choir of St. James' is'one of the very hest
~the city, and that the singing is very ilupressive. This is
e!ubless te~, for, I know there are many excellent singers

O'srlrlbesand that înost of tbem have been trained by thechoirmaster, Mr. Schuch himself, wbo has in the last few
Years8 made a splendid reputation as a teacher of voice
?ulture and vocal music generally. Now, with a super-torrganist, better resiîlts than ever will more than likely

attained.

alw Mr. George Fox, the splendid Young violinist, wbo is
k&Ys Popular in Toronto, bas decided to make this city hishOlne, £or a time at least. I believe it is bis intention to

4Ceplt Pupils for the study of the violin, and that bis pres-
tilt address is Roolin Y, Confederation Life Building.

8 pent a few minutes talking with Miss Lillian Little-
haethe talented Young Canadian violoncellist, one evening

t lte recently, and arnong other tlîings she told me that Mr'.
enelce Lucas, forînerly of Toronto, but now of London,

fag raaking excellent headway and was becoming veryfaorabl Y known as a talented composer in tbe great
Mner OLis' I was glad to hlear tbis, for many of us knowM'Lua'ambition to become a composer of distinction,

as h1 e bas the musical education, and moreover the
alCha as well, be is certain to succeed. Miss Litlebales is

~1rIing Young artist and plays witb refined sentiment.
oue is appealing, ricb and intense, a~nd bier technic

andit and accurately sure. lier future ougbt to be bright,
ad twill be if a winning personality, ambition and talent

*'-'t fr anvtbing. I do not know who bier masters were

tlttdon, but doubtless sbe studied with Iiatti, the dis-
I>ri"8hd'cist and teacher, wbo is cne of tbe greatest.

tolaigCanada for furtber study she was instructed

by Mr. Dinelli, of the Coniservatory of Music, wvho is niatur-
ally pleased with the success of bis cl--ver pupil.

Mr'. Henry Jacobsen and wife, of Buffalo, spent a few
days in the city last week, and returned borne on Monday.
Mr. Jacobsen reports considerable activity ini the profession
in our neigbboring city across tbe lake, and be still retains a
kindly feeling for Toronto and bis many friends liere. Hie
is looking well, but bias grown stout, and bis fair itair is as
frizzy as ever. His wife is quite a charming pianist and
plays witlî much musicianly sentiment. I hoeard lier play a
prelude from one of the MacDowell Suites and the sanie
composer's Sbadow Dance, and these were executed ini a style
quite deligbtful.

Mrs. Clara Thoms, of New York, a pianiste of reputa-
tion in the United States, visited Toronto a few days before
Cbristmal., and was introduced to several of our inusicians.
From wbat sbe told me, it is probable sIte may give a recital
beî'e in February or Mardi, althougb it was not cer-
tain then. Sbe is a irigbt, intelligent lady, and f ull of
artistic animation; and judging from this, bier playing sbould
be "brillivnt and sparkling.

I dropped ini to bear the Mendelssohn choir at rebearsal
last Monday evening, and althouglî the chorus was being
drilled in spots inost of the timie 1 was present, I heard
enougb to convince me that we will bear some rnost finishied
and exprc ;ve sînging at tbe concert on February 11 th. Mr'.
Vogt seen is to be in bis element when training a chorus, he
looks in a work so analytically, and bie apparently feels
every pulsation of the rhythm. Besides titis, bis ear is keen
and sensitive, and be knows a good musical effect when bie
bears it. The material of wbich the Mendelssohn Choir il;
composed is of tbe best, and consequently the toile is singu-
larly pure and elastic. Taking all tlhese features itîto con-
sideration, I do not tbink it bazardous to prophesy wlîat 1
liave stated above, tbat soîne exceptionally beautiful chorus
singing will be beard at their fortbcoming concert next
montb.

I bave received from tbe publishers, Tlhe Anglo-Canadi-
an Music Publishers'Association, an antbemn entitled, "Come
Ifnto Me," by W. H. Hewlett. It is well written, not diffi-
cult, and should be fouîîd very useful, as it is sure to be
effective wbien well sung. In titis littie antlîem Mr. Hewlett
shows, limself to possess talent for composition, as the differ-
ent voices are quite skilfully managed, and the music on the
wbole suits the character of the words admirably.

W. 0. FoRsyTHf.

Mr. W. E. Fairclougb's fourtb organ recital of tbis (the
fourtb) series was given last Saturday afternoon ini AlI
Saints' Cburcb. It is gratifying to notice a graduai increase
in the size of the audiences attending these really admirable
recitals. Miss Minxuie F. Hessin, the vocalist of the occa-
sion, possesses a contralto voice of ratber pleasing, tbough
unnecessarily sombre, quality. She gave a refined rendering
of IliHe Shall Feed lis Flock," from the il Messiab," and
Marston's song, IlMy God, My Father, Wbile I Stray."

llandel's "lRejoice (ireatly " is so ditiicult a solo, botb
oit account of the agility of voice necessary and because of
tbe great demands it makes on tbe volume and control of
the breatb, that it is frequently sung ini a spasinodie and
laboured fashion, making the listeiters t1ýoroughly iii at
ease and ,putting all thougbt of rejoicing quite ont of the
question. Indeed, one is sometimes inclined to doubt the
suitability of the composition for use in church services.
llowever,'. in connection witb Chîristmas music, it is f re-
quently given. At the Central Metbodist Churcît Miss Ida
MeLean sang this solo a short time ago in a inanner wii
calîs for a word of commendation. lier sincerity, as well as,.
the clearness and absolute ease with wbich she executed the
înost difficult passages, made one feel botb the sacredness
and joyousness of the composition. lier intonation, too,
whicb bas not always been accurate, was, on titis occasion,
quite above criticism. Any kind of musical drivel is so
often considered good enougb for the use of the soloists in
our churches that it is a genuine pleasure to be able to
record an adequate rendition of a solo really worthy of the
Huse of God.

JA. Oth, 1896.


