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That is what members are elected for—to look after
the interests of their constituents, and that is what the
candidate most faithfully promised to do when he was
canvassing our manufacturer for his vote. . . .

It is evidently of but little use for manufacturers to
go to the Government expecting prempt attention to their
suggestions, or any attention at all, unless the members
whom they elocted to serve them perform their duty with
spirit and energy. Mere perfunctory service will not
answer. .

If such encrgy is not shown by the members chosen for
Just that purpose, they will be left at home and more sen-
sible men sent to fill their places.

SA'I‘UI{DAY’S struggle in Manitoba resulted, as we

anticipated, in the Greenway Administration being
sustained, though by a smaller majority than we thought
probable under the circumstances, A majority of ten or
eleven is, however, we suppose, sufficient to give a degree
+ of stability to the Government in 8o small a Houso. That
being the caso, it is better for the publicinterests, under the
party system, that the Opposition should be strong enough
to make its influence felt and feared. IYn regard to the
madn issue, the school question, the decision of tho British
Privy Council will now he awaited with anxiety, not
unmingled, we Jare say, with trepidation. Should that
decision affirm the constitutionality of the existing School
Act, the question will bo as good as sottled for all time to
come, for it is hardly conceivable that the Dominion
Govornment and Parlinment will care to interfere with a
law which is declared constitutional by the highest author-
ity and which is so clearly desired by a very large majority
of the people of the Province. Should the decision, on
the other hand, confirm that of the Canadian Supreme
Court and declare the Act unconstitutional, the Provinco
will probably enter upon a new period of struggle with
the Ottawa Powers, for it is not likely that the latter,
with their views of the rights of the minority, will con-
gider that those rights to be sufficiently respected by the
negative course which will, it is understood, be the policy
of the Greenway Government, that, viz., of oxempting the
Roman Catholic population from the taxes for the support
of the public schools, but refusing to grant them legisla-
tive aid in collecting taxes for the support of their
Separate schools. This will give rise to a vory compli-
cated controversy. It is deeply to be regretted, but seems
to be o matter of course in a Canadian electoral contest,
that charges and counter charges of gross bribery and
corruption aro vehemently made. It is to be hoped that
they may be rigidly enquired into, and condign punish-
ment meted out to the guilty on either side.

T is interesting, though not perhaps surprising, that the
youngest of the Canadian Provinces should have been

the first to adopt and apply the principle of the plebiscite
for the decision of a single question. Whatever may be
the force of the objections generally urged against this
mode of ascertaining public opinion and sentiment in
regard to a serious and difficult question, it is very clear
that in no other way is it ordinarily possible to find out
that opinion with any degree of certainty. The recent
British election affords a telling illustration of this fact.
Probably there has never been an election in Great Bri-
tain, it is at least hard to conceive of one, in which it
scomed more desirable, or in which a stronger effort was
made, to have one issue supreme. And yet no man can
tell to-day, with any approach to certainty, to what extent
the result may bo relied on as the verdict of the people of
Great Britain in regard to Irish Home Rule. Baut it can
no longer be doubted what the sentiments and wishes of
the people of Manitoba are with regard to the question of
Prohibition. And this is in this case a matter of the vory
first importance, for all experience demonstrates the futil-
ity and worse of passing a prohibitory Act until a very
large majority of the people demand it and are prepared to
see it enforced. After such an expression, the Manitoba
Government can hardly refuse to carry through a prohibi-
tory Bill ; in fact, if we mistake not, they are distinctly
pledged to do so. Whether the Dominion will contest the
right of the Province to enact such legislation remains to
be seen, but it seems hardly probable that they will care
to raise the constitutional objection in such a case, and on
go fine a point as the distinction between regulating the

traffic and prohibiting it.

WH ETHER Gladstone with his somewhat precarious
majority of forty-five will or will not proceed
immediately upon the re-assembling of Parliament to
introduce his Home Rule Bill, it is hardly worth while to
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guess, sceivg that two or thice weeks will decide the
question, But that Howe Rule, in some form or other,
by one party or the other, will be given to Ireland in the
near future may be regarded as among the political
cortainties. The only thing that could now prevent Glad-
stone or the Liberals from passing such a Bill would be
the forestalling of their action in some way by the Con-
gervatives. Reforms and revolutions—it matters not in
which class we place it—proverbially go forward, not
backward. It is not in the least degree likely that the
process of decentralization, once begun, will stop with Ire-
land. Mr. Gladstone has alrcady made the significant
remark that any Home Rule measure given to Ireland
shall be of a kind which England and Scotland mwight
claim for themselves should they choose to do so. M.
Blake, in his speeches to the Irish clectors, has not hesi-
tated to express himself unequivocally in favour of the
principle of local management of local affairs for cach of
the great divisions of the kingdom. The congestion of
local legislation which has long been chronic in the British
Parliament, and the seeming impossibilty of overtaking
the ever-increasing demands of the different parts of the
Ewmpire, to say nothing of tho uneconomic and iremendous
waste of political power involved in having every petly
detail of local legislation attended to by a body of four or
five hundred reprosontatives chosen from all parts of the
United Kingdom, point to decentralization as the logical
solution of the complex problem. Should an Irish Home
Rule Bill; under whatever name, be passed within the next
two or three years, and should it prove reasonably success-
ful in allaying Irish discontent and frecing the British
Parliament from the obstruction which has so
retarded its movements—two pretty large postulates,
many will think, yet not beyond the bounds of reasonable
probability—nothing is much more likely than that the
next decade will hardly pass without seeing Scotland aluo,
and possibly even England herself, with her local legisla-
ture. It is not casy to se¢c why so natural an arrange-
ment should not strengthen rather than weaken the Londs
which unite the different parts of the kingdow, while the
administration of those affairs which are really of national

long

concern would certainly still afford ample occupation for
the energies and statesmanship of the central Parliawment.

PO one of consorvative instincts the radical legislation

which now looms on the horizon of British politics
must be littlo less than appalling.  Even the moderate
Liberal of the type of that distinguished statesmen who,
on a former memorable occasion, after the passing of one
of the great Reform Bills, thought the time had cowe for
Liberals to ‘‘ rest and be thankful,” must stand aghast as
he catches now and then a glimpse of the vista whose
unknown depths recede into the distance before him. And
yet it is now clear that all the possibilities and potencies
of the future were wrapped up in embryo in those first
cautious extensions of the franchise. At the stage which
has now been reached no great stretch of imagination is
required to foresee “one man, one vote,” “ one vote, one
value,” universal suffrage, Welsh disestablishment and
Scotch digestablishment, with disestablishment in England
as their inevitable consequont, to say nothing of what is
involved in the ever lengthening labour programnme,
among the legislative innovations of the
remote futurc. It does not necessarily follow that all
these innovations are to be made by Radical Governments.
It is quite as likely that some of the most startling depar-
tures may take place under the regime of the so-called
Conservative party. The old Toryism, as a force in legis-

not very

" lation, has scarcely to be reckoned with any longer, It

may linger for a time in the shady recesses of the House
of Lords. But from the moment, long since past, when
the Conservative Government began to compete with the
Radicals for the favour of the rising power, the labour
vote, fromn that moment the old contest began to assume the
form of a race for popular favour. We were about to add
that it is now impossible to tell which party is most likely
to be in at the finish. But all the history of the past
teaches us that there can be no finish, no finality, no dis-
charge in this march. The old goals are no sooner reached
than they become the starting posts for new departures in
democratic legislation. Perhaps this is well. In the very
nature of things standing still in politics means stagna-
tion and corruption. Almost anything is better than that.
The Spectator makes a strong point of the fact that in the
contest just closed Gladstone's successes have been won in
the constituencies which are lowest in point of intelligence

~and education, and that he has almost invariably lost
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ground in such localities as those of the universities, New-
castle, Birmingham, etc. We are not sure that *educa-
tion ” and ‘ intelligence” go together in the political
sphere. It is certain that *‘ education,” as represented at
the great universities, or as synonymous with leisure and
culture, has always been, as Mr. Gladstone has pointed
out, an abgolutely negative quality so far as the right deci-
sion of questions involving justice to the pecople is con-
cerned. Hence we should have included the abolition of
university representation among the radical reforms of
which Mr. Gladstone's success is the precursor. He is
already as good as pledged to that. It is very clear that
the England of the next gencration will be a very different
land from the England of history, or even that of to-day.
Whether the change will be for better or for worse pos-
terity must decide. Let us hope for the better.

THE hasty passage by both Houses of Congress of the

Bill cmpowering the President of the United States,
in certain contingencies which depend entirely upon his
own way of looking at the facts involved, to impose heavy
tolls upon Canadian passengers and merchandize passing
through the canal at Sault Ste. Marie, threatens to bring
the long pending canal tolls dispute to an acute stage.
That such a crisis should have arisen over the intcrpretation
of a clause in a treaty is certainly discreditable to one or
the other of the disputants. It is probablo that in th
case as in so many others of a similar kind both parties
are in the wrong. It is evident from the tenor of such
portions of the communications between the two (Govern-
ments as have been published, as well as from the reports
of the meagre debate in Congress, that the question is one
of facts as well ag of interpretation, Is it or is it not
true, for instance, that the Erie canal is absolutely closed
against Canadian vessels, as the Canadian Marine Asso-
ciation asscrt, or only that the American custotns laws
ronder it practically uscless for Canadian purposes? The
result may bo the same in either caso, and the hardship to
Canada is cleor, but thero is, nevertheless, an iwportant
distinction between the two cases. Is it, again, correct
that the provisions of Article 30 of the Treaty of Wash-
ington, granting certain carrying powers to Canadians in
United States’ territory, were repealed, as our Govern-
ment declares, by way of inflicting the penalty provided
by treaty for tho very thing of which the Washington
Government now complains, or was that, article cancolled,
after due notice of two years, in the exercise of a right
sccured to that Government irrespective of any infraction
or alleged infraction of the Trealy by Canada, as seems
to be maintained on the part of the United States ?

N the meantime, what is to be done? It is very likely
that the unwonted energy with which our neighbours

are just now taking up the question and preparing for
heroic measures is due quite as much to the necessity of
playing to the gallery—which unfortunately means the
most unfriendly and disreputable element in American
politics—in view of the approaching election, as to any
burning scnse of wrong in the breasts of the leaders of
either party. 1t is quite possible that means or excuses
may be found by the President, who can have no personal
desire to do an unfriondly act to a neighbour, for postpon-
ing action until after the Presidential election, when calmer
counsels will prevail, and better means may be found for
settling the questions in dispute, But it will not be safe
to trust to that eventuality, under the circumstances.
There are unquestionably elements of danger in the situ-
ation, Not only the Canadian Government, but, if we
may judge from the utterances of the press, the great
wajority of Canadians, irrespective of party, believe that
the refund of tolls complained of is not in violation of the
Treaty. (Our own opinions upon that point have often
been cxpressed, but let that pass.) This being the case, it
is out of the question that the Canadian Government
should yield to threat or compulsion that which it cannot
yield to a sense of justice, or even to a conscientious doubt.
That it has the power to retaliate with effect is certain,
and it wil! no doubt be strongly urged to do so in case the
President should proceed to use the extraordinary
powers vested in him by Congress, But once a war of
retaliation is begun, who can tell where it will end? Noth-
ing is more certain than that the immediate result would
be great damage to the commenrcial interests of both coun-
tries. Another result, not far off, would almost certainly
be the mutual withdrawal of the bonding privilege,
followed by non-intercourse. When that stage is reached,
actual war will be not very far off. Anund all that for a



