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ignorance appealed to the constituencies to stustain him
against a species of government inconsistent with the
British connection. A tierce contest ensued, in which party
passions and mob violence ran riot. When the Assembly
met there appeared to be an insignificant and uncertain
majority in favour of the Governor ; but the contest had
broken down lis health ; ho resigned in November, 1845,
and went to England, where hoe died prematuroly, a dis-

astrous fate, which befel 80 many Governors engaged in
the hopeless experirnent of turning back the flowing tide.

Beforo bis death, Lord Stanley and Sir Robert Peel re-
commended him to the Queen for a peerage, not for bis In-

dian services, but in recognition of Ilthe zeal, ability and
prudence " ho had exhibitod in Canada !-a melancholy
evidence of how imperfectly the true principle of govern-

ing colonies was as yet understood in Westminster.
t is impossible to deny to Metcalfo or Lord Sydenham

strong, and even noble, qualities. They had no affinity
with the greedy and servile parasites of power, who have

j sometimes been appointed Colonial Governors. They did
thir work under tbe depressing influence of damaged

health and an unfriendly clirnate, with unflinching courage;
sustainod by a sense of duty, and the syinpathy of a smal
circle of imperfectly informod friends in England. It was

[ only after a contest, which before it concluded bad lasted
more than a generation, that success was at last won. In
1847, Lord Elgin was sent out by the present Earl Grey
with instructions founded upon is memorablo but somo-
what tardy declaration that Ilit is neither possible nor de-
sirab le to carry on the government of any of the British
provinces in North America in opposition to the opinion of
the colonists."

And now, at length, notwithstanding the repeated de-

clarations of Parliament, notwithstanding the secret in-
structions of William IV., notwithstanding the express re-

fusai of a long lino of Secretariesof State-aIl that Canada
ever asked was conceded. Responsible governmient was
formally adopted. The despotic Viceroyalty, for which Sir
Charles Metcalfe and Sir Francis Head contended so resolu-
tely, disappeared as completely as the divine right of the
Stuarts. The1 Executive Council is responsible to the
Assembly. The Governor takes the advice of lis council

and is bound by it. Hoi i halitually represented at meet-
ings of the iJouncil by a President, one of the Ministers,
to secure freedoin and privacy in their dliberations. The
entire patronage of tho State, without limitation, is in the

hands of ministers. And instead of bing a body wbich
the Governor may consuit with liberty to take or reject
their advico, lie can perfori no act of State without the

express sanction and concurrence of a Minister represenit-
ing the people. And this systom was as completeiy in
operation before the federal union of the neighbouring
colonies with Canada as it bas been since that event. Thus
the birth and parentago of colonial rigbts are traceable to
the soil of Canada.

The apprehensions of tinîid rulers that these con-
cessions would iead to the loss of the colony was so far

from being fulfilled that Canada was nover so contented
and neyer more detormined to maintain the connection. In
1848, frienda of the new French Repubiic invited the Lower
Oanadians to associate themselves with their kinsmen at

homo, and thoy would probably have done so had they
remained discontented ; but they declined on the ground
of their strong confidence in the Governmoent under which

they lived. That Government had secured their confidence,
by holding the balance fairly betweon the parties of which
the community is formed. One instance became memor-
able. Acts of Parlianient were pasHed compensating the
"lLoyalits " (as they designated themselves), who had
suffered losses by the insurre.-tion of 1837. lt was thon

proposed to compensate the French-Canadians whose
property lad been destroyed by violent mobs of the loyal
party, and finally to comipensate thoso who had suffered
by taking part in actual resistanco to the Quoen's troops
This last measure met with violent opposition in Canada,
chiefly among those who shared the first compensation,
and was not looked upon with mucl favour in Engiand.
But the Government stood on flrm ground. The rights for
which thie insurgents contended had been sinco conceded
and ougît nover to have been denied. These startling and
unprocedonted proposais became law, and a dozen years
later, Mr. Gladstone, in a lecture upon Colonisation,
admitted that they were just and reasonable. They were
as politie as they wero just, for it is certain that they pro-

duced among the population of French desc-ent the convic
tion of fair play, which is tbe basis of successful Govern-
mont.

To the other North American Colonies responsible
government was also granted, and las worked with more
or less succees, according to the capacity of the mon who
administer it, but in ail cases it bas produced friendly
relations with the Homo Government.-Sir CJ. Gavan
Duthýi i Contemporary Review.

OPINieN of naval oficers seems to be veering too far in

the direction of a ligîter armament of our battle-ships.
While there is no doubt that no more 110-ton guns are
wantod in the navy, it is recognised by those wlo have most
carefully studied the sulbject that to limit the weight of guns
to fifty tons, as many propose, would be erring far too
much in the opposite direction. Iu somne cases it would bo
positively necessary te attack a strongly fortified position
from the sea, and beavy guns wouid be absolutely required
in suc1 a case, as they also would froquently bo during naval

engagements.- United ,Service Gazette.
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S0NNET-GODS GR()UND. donne, down the mighty river that flows through the very
leart of the clarot and cognac country. At Bordeaux this

IN strlnslendour to the human ey magnificent stream bears the name of Garonne, and is about
T estarling l y Go' aw mitand four times as broad as the Tham -s between L )ndon and

The salii r ry res God's wmtained, Southwark Bridges. Lt is by no means bIne, as an oid-
AMearh oin ordstiess, thesridned, syfashioned English lyric would have us blieve, but tawny
An hnarch leo t iorldslaiong thecdntsy -yeilow, like the Tiber. About eiglteen miles below the

Would learn fromt wlence their wondrous power is gained, City of Wine, at Bec d'Ambés, it joins the Dordogne,
Man's wisdom flies, knowledge by doubt is stained, another noble river ; thence to the Bay. of Biscay the two
Science grows dumai) and tboughts in silence die. an.algamated chef waterways of the Gironde take the

name of their Department. A little beiow the place of

O Thou! who first fiomn Chaos summoned light, their meeting they form a streamu of great depth and
Who wove the world-chains which thy skies adorn, volume, five miles in width, flowing seawards at the rate
Who order'd ail things wiseiy, shah miy sighit of as many miles an hour, when the tide is on the ebb. At
Liscern the secrets that are Heaven-born ' [oudenne, where wo landed, the Gironde measures seven
In reverence I wait and follow wisdom's caîl, miles across from bank to bank, and--but for its muddy

For e eoughte nowTho madst ll.hue-would look more like a lake than a river. The dis-

G. B. B. trict known as Médoc or IlTwixt-Water " (a contraction of
_______in medjo aquoe, the name bestowed upon it by its rulers

when Bordeaux was the chef-lieu of a Roman colony>
THE MÉDOC VINTAGE 0F 1889. extends from Bordeaux to the sea, rouglly speaking-more

correctly, fromt Blanquefort to Soulac-and lies betweeu
N the 25th of last September, at a severely early hour the Garonne-Gironde river and the department of the
'Jof the morning, a party of Englishmen and women, Landes. Lt is a tongue of ]and, unduiating in outline, the

between twenty and thirty in number, assembled at the soul of which is partly silico.graveilous, partly caicareous,
Paris terminus of the Orléans Railway, and took possession about fifty miles in length, and fromn five to six in breadth.
of the compartments reserved for its members in the Al along its water-boundary vineyards fringe tbe river
rapide bound to Bordeaux. bank, sweeping down to the water's edge from the crests of

Our route traversed a picturesque and prosperous por- the iow hils-their local style and title is croupes-of the
tion of Centrai France, and skirted several fine old cities Haut et-Bas Médoc, The communes into whicb the
of speciai historical interest-Orléans, Blois, Tours, Poi- riverside section of the district is divided are fraugît with
tiers, and Angoulê~me among the number. The run fromn picasant remenbrance and hopeful anticipation te every
Paris to Bordeaux, about 360 miles, occupied a littie over experienced claret-drinker - St. Julien, Margaux, St.
nine hours, an exceptionaliy good performance for a French Estýphe, Pauillac, and Cantenac. Al these, and others in
express, and proved a delightful journey, the weather bing which superior classified and bourgeois growths are pienti-
superb. For the most part the country through whiclî we fully produced, we passed successive]y in our smart little
passed was highiy cultivated, and plentifully studded with steamer, which, being of light draught, was able to keep
vigorous walnut-trees, the rich foliage of which, iightiy sufflcientîy close in-shore to afford us a tolerably near view
toucbed witl tawny autuman tints, and set aglow by a blaze of the hanâsome châteaux, for the most part standing on
of golden sunlight, was a conspicueus featuire of the Tour- high ground, on or near the summits of the vine-clad
aine iandscape in particular. At the Orléans buffet, notor- sîopes, but bore and there nestling among, symmetricaliy
ious for good cheer, a sumptueus "lbreakfast at the fork " planted vineyai ds on the lower leveis, half-way between the
broke tne nmonotony of the journey agreeably enough ; and, river and the croupes. Woodiand is a comparative rarity
on arriving nt Bordeaux at evenfail, we found a toothsomie in tbe Médoc, the soil of which is Il under grape " wherever
repast awaiting us at the venerable Hôtel de France, our the vine will flourish ; even the marshly lands or paluts
appointed quarters for the night. To Il ngineer " a party lave been drained, protected from the river floods by mas-
censisting of four-and.twenty Britons, mostly agricuîturists sive embankments, and largely planted with vines, whiie
-not to mention iadies'-maids and valets galore, absoîute]y the upper lands, with scarceiy an exception, have been
free fromi suspicion of the most casai acquaintanceship cleared of timber and utilised for viticuitural purposes.
with any word of the French language-throughout a The chef château proprietors, however, lave kept up the
holiday expedition in a foreign country is an arduous and small woods and coppices that happened to be situated in
somewhat formidable undertaking. On the occasion te the immediate vicinity of their residences, to tho genierai
which 1 amn referring, it was carried eut from commence- picturesquenesis of which these 69backings " or semi-girdles
mient to finish without the least misadventure or bitch. of forest trees and high covert contribute in ne incousider-

Bordeaux is a noble city-probably the handsomest able measure. A few of the wealthier and more enter-
provincial capital in France, and in every way deservinig of prising vignerons have even adorned their estates with
more earnest attention than we were able te accord, even te vigereus young plantations, at a pecuniary sacrifice wlich
its leading attractions, during our brief sojourn within its can oniy ho appreciated by those who lave learned how
purlieus. We get up botimes, it is true, on tho morning profitable every reod of Médoc soul that will grow grapes is
aftor our arrivaI, and in the course of a two heurs' drive te its owner. During my round of visits to the principal
caught a few instructive giimpses of its chief monuments châteaux, I found their preprietors, as a rule, scarcely iess
and public buildings, domestic architecture-mucl of which prend of their woods than of their vineyards, thoughi the
is ancient, picturesque, and very well preaerved-splendid former were merely ornamental, while the latter were lu-
shops, rivalling these of Paris in their spscious frontage crative sources of income. These beits and clumps of treep,
and artistic élala(Je8, and stately quays, fringing either cliefly composed of beech, elm, and walnut, with a sprink-
bank ef the bread Garenne througlout nearly five miles of ling of oaks, planes, and lindens in the larger plantations,
its majestic course. Bordeaux pessesses a grand eld catIe- refresh the oye with fine colour-contrasts, or rather har-
dral, in which, when we visited it, funeral service was being monies, and afford a weicome relief te the provalent bluish-
perfermed witl solemn pomp ever the body of a deceased green of the vineyards-a somewhat sober tint irnparte.1
archbishop ; one of tIe largest and mont beautifully pro- te the leaves by the persistent Iltreatment " with suipho-
pertiened theatres in the realm of the Third Republic ; carbonate of potassium whicl the vines have undergone
curions old churcIes, town-gates of the triumphal-arch during the past seven or ight years, with a view to extir-
variety, landseme streets and squares, broad avenues and pate the phylloxera as well as the pernicieus f ungoid pests,
a public gardon as large and tastefully laid eut as any of miîdew and anthracnose. These destructive visitations
Londen's miner parks. t is a busy, vivacieus place-net betweeu the years 1875 and 1887, entailed upon France,
letlargic and seemingly haîf-alive, like some of the old directly and indirectly, a dead less of ever £400,000,000
French cities which have lest their commercial or political sterling. Throughout the Médoc, fortunately for grewers
raison d'étre, and show ne signs, save monumental eues, cf and censumers alike, the enomies of the vine have boen
their whilom presperity and importance. Bordeaux is compietely reuted, and have quitted the scene of their
manifestly well-to-do; its quays are lined with vessels tak- former depredations, ieaving behind them ne visible trace
ing in or discharging cargo; the tramoars that rumble or cf their malignant invasion save tIe darkened, dulled hue
jingle up and dewn its princely thoroughfares are thronged of the dectered plant's luxuriant feliage. Since 1882, when
ail day long with passengers; its open fiacres and closed the seil round each stock was theroughly saturated with a
coupé's are neater and far btter horsed than Parisian solution in which neither insect nor fungeid could live, the
vehicles of thoso classes; in the streets, oven of outlying old vines have recovered health and fruitfulness, while
suburbs where the working folk live, nothing is te le seen those planted afresh in the utterly devastated districts have
suggestive of destitution, or oven of extreme peverty. Dur- flourished exceedingiy. Iu 1887 over eloyen thousand
îng my rambles about Bordeaux, neoinan, weman, or child additienal acres were breught under cultivation with
asked me for alms, nor did 1 encounter any ragged or shoe- French, and between seven and eight thousand with Ameni-
less person whatsoever. Even the quay-side labourers can vines, strong, hardy plants which tîrive well in the
were cemfertably clothed, and physically robust-as far as Médoc, greWing te a greater height, and producing langer
I saw, witlout a single exception. Wij4hin a fortight 1J baves as well as fruit, than the local varietues of Cabernet-
twico spent several consecutive heurs at Bordeaux. On Sauvignon, Malbec, and Merlot. During the planting,
both occasions I was infonmed that aIl the hotels were fuît time of the twe fellowing seasons this augmentation of the
te everflowing ; and from the eue in which reems lad boen department's wine-producing resources was equalied, if net
secured for our party, eiglty applications for accommoda- surpassed. For the outoome of this " new blood " future
tien were perferce rejected in the course of a day. Pro- vintages must be awaited. The yield of tîree successive
sumably the circumstance that the vintage was in full years, since the defeat of the phylloxera and mildew was
swing at that time thnouglout the Médoc, of whicl Ber- couclusively accomplished, las far exceeded the average of
deaux is the emporiumn, lad attracted many visitors te the the previeus decade, and this fact, as well as the perfect
City of Wine. But the general aspect of the place and of healthiness and rapid development of ail the vines planted
its population bears conclusive witness te the steadfast duriug the tîrce years in question (1887.8-9) fully justifies
and lucrative character of the trade upon wlich the con- the grewers in looking forward te an era of almost unex-
spicueus prosperity of the Bordelais is selidly founded. ampled presperity. A hogslead of auy of the fluer Médoc

t was on board of a swif t steam-launch that we miade growths, which, enly a hundred and fifty years ago, fetched
the brief but interesting voyage from Bordeaux te Lou- twenty-feur shillings in the Bordeaux market, first hand,


