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4 SILVER ANNIVERSARY.

§ THE REV. FATHER CHERRIER'S
25 YEARS OF PRIESTHOOD—
A TWO DAYS CELEBRATION.

Free Press.
- The celebration of the 25th
* Wnjversary of the ordination of
& priest of the Catholic Church
18 always an event of more than
- Passing interest, and in a parish
like the Immaculate Conception
°f Winnipeg, where the pastor
and the people are bound to-
. 8ether with special ties of affec-
tion and esteem, the arrival of
~ 8uch an epoch in the life of the
. Parish priest is long looked for-
Ward to and prepared for by the
Congregation. This has certainly
een the case with the silver ju-
‘bilee celebration of the ordina-
. tion of the Rev. Father Cherrier,
and the resnlt is that a series of
Teetings and services were ar-
- Tanged, extending over two days,
M the course of which the zeal-
0us pastor received many evid-
®nces of the high place he occu-
~ Pies in the esteem of those over
Whom he has pastoral charge,
a4 also of his confréres in the
‘Clergy. The first of these gather-
Tgs took place Tuesday after-
Roon, when in the parish school
Ouse, Father Cherrier was en-
tertained by the pupils and the
Qembers of the Children of Mary
Sodality. A very attractive pro-
8ramme was carried out, con-
Ssting of musi:al and elocution-
ry jtems, all appropriate to the
%casion, and concluding with
the presentation of an address
nd 3 substantial amount in
8old, which spoke volumes for
the heartiness with which the
Joung members of the flock
have entered into the spirit of
the fostival The address, which
Was read by Miss Winnie Tobin,
Teferred particularly to the great
Mterest Father Cherrier takes in
Qe school, and voiced the ap-
Preciation of the little ones of
"¢ sacrifices he has made for the
‘ause of education in the prov-
Mce. Pather Cherrier made a
”’»feeling response, in  which he
Spoke” of his solicitude for the
elfare of the children, and bid
them 4]} be faithfal to the teach-
Ing they received in the school
® highly praised the members
the Children of Mary Sodality
O the good work they were do-
g in the parish by precept and
*Xample, and he thanked them
3l for the beautiful words in

ards him, which, he assured
‘i}}em. found a warm response in
18 heart.
oo the evening there was a
“Brge gathering of both priests
&nd people in the church. His
srace the Archbishop of St.
“Niface was present and the
ots in the sanctuary were oc-
Upied by a representative body
M the clergy. The service opened
:imh a canticle admirably ren-
Sred by the choir, after which
Bn eloquent sermon was deliver-
By by the Rev. Father Jolys,
- Parjgp priest of St. Pierre, Man.,
Who spoke of Father Cherrier’s
; tou le crown of priest and pas-
>c0¥' _He gave a glowing des-
Nption of Father Cherrier's car-
vr, Picturing him first as a
‘g?“ng ecclesiastic teaching in
o, Theresa’s Seminary in the
Ovince of Quebec, afterwards
g to this countiry and tak-

Which they had clothed the ex-!
Pregsion of their sentiments to-

ing charge of the parish of St.
Boniface and subsequently being
appointed principal- of the col-
lege. Then 15 years ago he
came to the Winnipeg side of
the river and ever since has re-
mained the faithful and devoted
pastor of the Immaculate Con-
ception. Throughout his career
here he had enjoyed in a special
degree the confidence of his ec-
clesiastical superiors; he had
been one of Archbishop Tachc’s
principal lieutenants and he en-
joyed the confidence of the pres-
ent Archbishop in the fullest
sense of the word. After the
germon came the benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament, at which
the following music was render-
ed by the choir: Lambillotte’s
“Quis Ascendet,” ‘“Ave Maria,”
solo by Mrs. Bernhardt; Mozart’s
“Magnificat,” and Bach’s “Tan-
tum Ergo.” At the close of the
service the Rev. Father Giroux,
parish priest of St. Anne’s, pres-
ented to Father Cherrier an ad-
dress on behalf of the secular
priests of the archdiocese, the
address being accompanied with
a golden chalice and ciborium,
which were a masterpiece of the
goldsmith’'s and jeweller’s art.
Father Cherrier responded in
teeling terms, accepting the gift
as the expression of the love and
friendship which united the
clergy of the diocese and which
was crowned with a fond at-
tachment to their common pas-
tor, the Archbishop.

His Girace then added a few
heartfslt words; corroborating
what had been said regarding
his perfect confidence in Father
Cherrier, and euloegizing him for
the devotion he had shown as a

oung man, when he gave up
Kri]!iant prospects in his native
province to enter on missionary
work in the Northwest.

Rev. Father Dugas, parish
priest of St. Boniface, then pres-
ented Father Cherrier with a
purse from his old parishioners
in the Cathedral City, and Fa-
ther Cherrier having expressed
his appreciation of this remem-
brance, the interesting proceed-
ings terminated.

SECOND DAY'S CELEBRATION.

The morning and evening .saw
the church packed with parish-
ioners and friends anxious to do
honor to the great occasion. The
morning saw the celebration of
the central religious feature of
the festival, namely grand High
Mass, in the presence of the
Archbishop of the diocese, and
with all the solemnity with
which this august service can be
surrounded. The celebrant was
Father Cherrier himself, and he
was assisted by Rev. Father Bé-
liveaun, as deacon, and Rev. Fa-
ther Rousseau, as sub-deacon,
whilst in the sanctuary besides
the Archbishop were Mgr. Rit-’
chot and a goodly representation
of both the regular and secular
clergy of the archdiocese.  The
choir may be complimented on
the way in which they rendered
the musical porion of the ser-
vice, which was as follows: Le-
jeal’s “Kyrie,” the “Gloria” from
Mozart’s first mass in C, Leon-
ard’s “Credo” and “Agnus Dei,”
and the sublimely beautiful and
touching “Sanctus” and *“Bene-
dictus,” from Rosewig’s mass.
The offertory piece was “Quis
Ascendet.”  After the first gos-
pel His Grace the Archbishop
preached an elogquent and stir-
ring sermon on the words:
“Thou art a priest forever accord-
ing to the order of Melchise-
dech.” He spoke of the perma-
nency of the priesthood, its dig-
nity, the sacrificial character of

the ministry, the long prepara-

tion for and daily abnegations of
the priestly life, and he warmly
thanked Father Cherrier for his
unswerving devotion to duty,
adding that he found in him
filial obedience and intelligent
execution of hisslightest wishes.

In the evening the sacred edi-
fice could hardly contain all
those who attended. The pro-
ceedings opened with a selection
on the organ, artistically render-
ed by Mr. A. Betournay, fol-
lowed by a vocal solo by Mr. O.
H. Day. -

The Rev. Father Drummond
then addressed the andience. He
said that in congratulating his
dear friend, Father Cherrier, ra-
ther than indulge in compliment
and eulogy he preferred to view
the subject from a higher plane.
Twenty-five years of priesthood
seemed to him to represent two
things—stability of mind and
stability of character. Stability
was that in which man resem-
bled most his Creator; an unin-
formed man was naturally weak
and unstable, and even amongst
those who had some information
there were various degrees of
knowledge, and by  know-
ledge he understood the
science of things through their
ceuses. A multitude of scraps
such as made people pass for
learned now-a-days, was not
knowledge but mere informa-
tion. Of this information the
man who had no book learning

had not much; if he had
book learning of the mod-
ern'  kind he had very
little knowledge. @ The most

learned of men who had not re-
ligion was ignorant of the very
first priaciples of things and
could not co-ordinate them into
a reasonable system. Compared
to the most learned of unbeliev-
ers, the Christian who knew
that there is a God, had the
foundation of all philosophy.
William Ellery Channing, one of
the greatest minds the United
States had produced, used to say
that true kuowedge consisted in
the possession of a few great
ideas, and the Christian who
knew there is a God, that the
human race had fallen through
original sin, and been redeemed
by the sufferings and death of
Christ, and thus prepared for a
happy resurrection, knew infin-
itely more than the learned
scientist who did not possess
these fundamental truths. Now
among Christians none were so
full of great ideas as well-edu-
cated Catholic laymen. The
Catholic system of education
formed the judgment, that mas-
ter faculty which enabled a man
to seize on the strong poiuts in
every question. The modern
taste for scientific and mathema.
tical training at the expense of
literary and philosophical cul-
ture was apt to dehumanize the
mind and harden the heart. The
truest jadgments of life were not
based on mathematical equality
but on the balancing of probab-
ilities and the weighing of evid-
ence. Amongstall Catholic stu-
dents the most perfectly trained
were to be found amongst the
priesthood. Priests lost no time
in dreaming about a possible
new revelation because they
knew past history. Carlyle used
to say that one of the great mis-
takes of modern so-called think-
ers was imagining that intellect
began of late years. The whole
development of the human mind
had really not advanced very
much since the days of Aristotle;
from Kant to John Stuart Mill
and Sir William Hamilton ef
forts had been made, but mostly
futile ones, to improve upon the

Stagyrite. Of learned priests
there were two kinds, the man
merely of books and prayer who
was no doubt eminently useful
since “more things are wrought
by prayer than this worid wots
of,” but who has little know-
ledge of men; but the more
learned man was the priest who
to  his theological knowledge
added daily contact with men.
And in this respect the priest
who had heard confessions for
25 years knew his fellow-men as
no other person could possibly
know them. He knew their vir-
tues in a way that none would
suspect and, of course, he real-
ized their weaknesses. All that
tended to solidify his jndgment,
and he might say that in this
regard his friend Father Cher-
rier was truly remarkable. Twen-
ty-five years of priesthood also
tended to strengthen the charac-
ter.  Stability of character was
what they admired most and
valued most highly.  This was
one of the secrets of the world-
wide influence of the English
race. Whatever might bhe the
faults of the Anglo-Saxon he was
in social and business relations
eminently trustworthy. The ex-
pansive, gushing acquaintance
they mistrusted; the man who
wears well they grappled to
their hearts with hooks of steel.
This was precisely the effect
which the formation for the
priesthood tended to produce. A
boy commonly felt his first call
at the age of 16 or 17, and then
during seven or eight years he
was continually weighing his
future responsibilities. If a man
at the age of 25 could not make
up his mind as to whether he
would sacrifice the pleasures
and comforts of that married
life which the Church blessed
and defended, he would never
be able t¢ make up his mind on
any subject. Having once made
up his mind he looked upon ail
the allurements of the world as
temptations to be passed by
with a steadfast gaze upon the
Lord whom he had chosen to
serve. They could realize what
must be the stability imparted
to a character which had prac-
ticed that self-denial and this
fixing of the heart upon God for
25 years. In thisrespect especl-
ally he would thank Father
Cherrier for the noble example
he had always given to his bro-
thers in the priesthood. Much
as they admired that stability
and maturity of judgment
which the ountside world recog-
nized in him they admired still
more that stability of character
which made him unswerving in
the path of duty. Though his
feelings were deep he never al-
lowed himself to be swayed by
them. He reminded them of
Shakespeare’s wish: “Give me
the man that 1s not passion’s
slave and I will wear him in
my heart’s core, aye, in my heart
of heart.” They felt when they
asked his advice they would be
sure to benefit by it, and if they

confided to him the secret tron-|’

bles of their lives they knew he
was discreet as the tomb. Might
Grod bless him for his fidelity to
truth and duty and grant him at
least 25 more yenrs ot continuned
usefulness and faithfulness in
the service of the Lord.

Mr. J. A. McInnis then read
an address to Father Cherrier
from his parishioners. The ad-
dress spoke of his fidelity to
duty, his kindness, his patience
in trials, his wisdom in giving
advice, his learned and impress-
ive expounding of the gospel. It
referred to his consistent stand
for the cause of Catholic educa-

tion and his championship of

Catholic schools, and asked him
to accept the accompanying
purse and the chime of bells
which would soon be put up in
the church as an evidence of
their appreciation of his untiring
zeal.

Mr. Peter O'Brien, president of
branch 163 of the C. M. B. A.,
presented an address from that
body, expressive of their loyalty
and devotion to Father Cherrier,
and tendering him a valuable
silver service as a token of their
fraternal regard and esteem for
him as a valued brother member
and their respect and apprecia-
tion of what he did for the
branch as its spiritual adviser
and constant advocate and sup-
port.

Mr. Béliveau, president of the
St. Jean Baptiste association of
Winnipeg, then presented an ad-
dress from that body with a gold
headed cane and silver umbrella.

Rev. Father Cherrier respond-
ed to all in his usual eloquent
and touching manner. He spoke
of the unity which exists be-
tween pastor and people in hls
parish; he acknowledged his
obligations to them for the faith-
ful manner in which they al-
ways sustained him in parochial
works, and declared he was
ready to devote the remainder of
his days to their service if they
should so desire. He expressed
his appreciation of their allusion

to what he had done for Catho-
lic education, in which he had
always been guided by his eccle-
siastical superiors, and he hoped
that before long a full measare
of justice would be granted
Catholics in this important mat-
ter.  With regard to the chime
of bells he had received a cable
dispatch that they had been on
their way three weeks, so they
could reasonably expect that
they would soon he here. To
the members of the Catholic Mu-
tual Benevolent association he

also expressed his thanks, high-

ly eulogizing this great Catholic
organization and speaking of the
great assistance it had frequently
been to him.  He was proud of
his membership, proud ot the re-
lationship which existed be-
tween him and the other mem-
bers, and only wished every eli-
gible parishioner was enrolled in
itsranks. To the St. Jean Bap-
tiste assoriation he spoke of the
Christian principle on which
their organization was built up.
and their grand motto; “Union
is Strength.” In conclusion he
thanked all who had participat-
ed in the grand demonstration
of the last two days; he would
never forget all the kindnesses
he had received and would ne-
ver cease to pray for them all.
The Rev. thher Cherrier then
held a reception, all those pres-
ent pressing forwacd to shake
hands aund congratulate him,
and thus this most interesting
festival was brought to a close.

Conformably to the latest vote
of the University Council the
contract for the founda-
tions of the Science De-
partment has been let to William
F. Lee. This work, which in-
cludes only the excavation, stone
foundations up to ground level
and sewerage, is to be fompleted
before the end of November and
will cost less than $2,500. It has
been deemed necessary to begin
this foundation work this au-
tumn, if the entire building is to
be completed, as it is hoped it
will, by October, 1900. The site
is on Broadway, Winnipeg, dir-

ectly in rear of the court house.
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