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ne(;es .
are t;abn ly be checked during the formative period of life if they
€ prevented expression in the so-called “habitual criminal.”

!le ;ghe Juvenile dc;linquent is never an habitual criminal, although
18 pughe decome one 1f born defective, and l?y abnormal environment
%eTioyg]y, over the line. How urgent it 1s that we take in hand
2 Mgy, y’ and at the earliest possible age, all children so born with
Condjg; criminal bent! How shameful of us ever to allow any

io : o : )
Inally Oh$ In our society to make criminals of children not cnm-
m(:llned!

factoi?s already suggested, heredity is one of the most potent
Mepy Wl?'ml?r‘lg all the causes of delinquency. Given an environ-
Ing] r:c Is COnduciYe, and heredity will produce the born crim-
Qmeric, this connection I take the liberty of quoting from an
lllustra N wnter a concrete case which although an extreme case,

Qs .. . . s
well the gradual transition from ‘“‘moodiness to murder.

o .
Quote the writer's own words:

Not re R. H., son of a carpenter; m_other, moody and pecul.iar._but

. csgmzed as definitely insane, dlqd a few years after his birth.
mo oda a comfortable h9me qnd fair surroundings, but grew up
fere dy' shy averse to making friends, and so bad-tempered, if inter-
alons with, that the other children at school soon left him severely
was d; & e was slow in learning, his teachers complained that it
ver s:) cult. to fix his attention, he seempd to be always brooding
o readmeth!ng so that, though regularly in school, he did not learn
the fg; until nearly twelve years of age and had barely reached
o work .grade when, at fifteen, he dropped out of school and went

ork in his father’s shop.

When HFTe he worked fairly steady, but clumsily and poorly, and
tions g":fl some bills to collect was discovered reporting no collec-
With nd pocketing the payments. Later, though well supplied
out Ofp:“dmg money as well as clothing and books he took money
OF seve t; cash-box in tl}e shop. Matters dragged along like this
in the ral years, the boy’s only amusement being long solitary walks
burglar?“ml’y and incessant devouring of stories about pirates and
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a dra\:nddenly one day, this quiet, shy uns'ocial boy gf_ nineteen, wi_th
standip brevolver‘ in each hand leaped into a waiting automobile
cha“ffe%x y the sndewall;, thrust'one muzzle against the ear of the
at migd. d" and ordered him to drive at once through the open streets
there lay to a local bank. The instant the machine was halted

» Without the slightest hesitation he blew out the brains of the
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