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°f one common fleet, under one con-
tl‘olling and representative authority—
2 fleet whose command of the sea, whe-
€r in the Atlantic, Mediterranean or
P&ciﬁe, is never in doubt. The les-
808 of history have not been lost
UPon the legislators of our sister Dom.
Mon and they have intimated their
Itention to contribute towards the
®Ommon fleet of Empire to the exten:
of half 5 miltion dollars annually and
a:"? .donated a Dreadnought cruiser in
dition.  Canada and Australia, on
9‘ other hand, have each adopted a
Policy of naval independence.  One
:’:“ld understand such a policy if there
n:’"e any local needs, but there ars
e; the days of privacy have gone.
ev: Commerce of Canada, like that of
teetr)zl other part of the Empire, is pro-
Nor:h by the great battle fleets in tne
. b Seg and ever will he so long
afte at power remains supreme. Bul
sar T all, local defence if it be neces-
Y, must always be subordinate to
D:?;;ena] defence. The constituent
stros of the Empire never can b
w altlg, never can be powerful enough,
on} e;ver that local deéfence be, if it is
ougy ocal. On the other hand a seri-
Menace to their independence, is
eeTheVB.quite impossible so long as
quat'e"\lperla] system of defence is ade-
taing 80 long as.Great Britain main-
Whiey that maritime prodominanee
ing, Tm the very condition of our he-
the he growth of our Empire from
map m;St Insignificant spots on the
Seamao .t'he w?r]d has been due to
powernsh]p, the. individualization of sea
its gy, .A_S‘thls was responsible for
SDOnsig;nsltmn 80 too has it been re-
mlpreme for its retention. But the
°3idega;y _ of Great Britain at sea
tion of eing esgential for the reten-
Necogen the Empire, s also absolutely
fokty.ﬁ:y f'or. the livelihood of the
¢ millions of people inhabiting

the limited area of the United King-
dom. As a matter of fact, if
the mother country surrendered every
foot of land beyond her own shores,
she could not afford to give up one
single torpedo destroyer. The daily
bread of her inhabitants is solely de-
pendent upon her naval supremacy,
and this once surrendered, not only
would the greatness of the old land
pass away, but that stupendous and
wonderful empire unparalleled in his-
tory would inevitably fall to pieces.
Our Empire enjoys natural advantages
which, if made use of, must always
give it the lead in sea power. A pro-
per organization of our defence resour-
ces would transfer from the shoulders
of the British taxpayer every cent lev-
ied for military service and place this
on the shoulders of the colonial. The
colonies would have the satisfaction of
knowing that the sea was absolutely
part of the Empire held by unassail-
able fleets. The burden npon their
own shoulders- would be light and of
congenial nature, for the daily calling
of the average colonial is such as al-
ready makes him two-thirds a soldier;
then too, the disposition of those
troops would be convenient. For sar-
vice in India colonial brigades would
be drawn with ease from Australia
and Africa. Then again each of the
colonies should hold itself responsible
for the absolute security of its coal-
ing ports and harbours of refuge. In
undertaking - this at their own ex-
pense, and with their own manhood,
they would be giving a far more prac-
tical contribution to the defence of the
Empire than by the selfish and inef-
fective policy of local and independ-
ent navies. The recent election in
this country demonstrated clearly that
our people rally to the ery of Canada
for the Canadians. Whilst doing all
we can to stimulate this national spirit



