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to the Germ-an one, and keep sulent. Our press, on the whole, has been cornparativeîy
reasonable. But the hiope of a reduced naval expenditure bas gone by thle board.

FATING TH{E INSANE ROOT
If statesmetn go rnad, there is some excuse for simple workmen losing their wivts.

Last month witnessed an outbreak of the strike delirium in Ireland which is surely
tl)e reductio ad absurduin of the theory of the sympathetie strike. A firm of tirnber
merchants in Dublin lhad a dispute with its workmen. They went out on strike. TFhe
timber merchants employed other men to do the work, and sent a load of timber to
the goods station of one of the Irish railways to be delivered by rail in the ordinary
course. Two of the railway men refused to handie the timber, declaring it tainted, as
it had been delivered by blackleg labor. The railway company dismissed its insubor-
dinate labor, whercupon their comrades struck. The Amalgamated Society of Railway
Emnployes took up their cause and formulated an ultimatum to the railway company
Iernanding that they shiould reinstate the dismissed workmen and neyer again ask their

employes to handle anv goods sent in for transport by any employer whose workrnen
wcre on strike. When this preposterous demand was rejected they proclaimed a general.
strike on ail Irish railways, and held out a threat that they might f ollow it up by
extending the strike to England! This is sheer midsummer madness. The railways
are bound by law to carry any goods handed over to them, by the public. If this
principle were once permitted there is no end to the monsirous developments w1hichi
rnight ensue. As an object-lesson in delirium the Irish strike was useful. Lt cornes
to this--tliat w'henever any body of workmen make any demand, no matter how
unreasonable it may be, which their employers do not instantly concede, the law is to
be suspended in order that these employers may be at once put out of business, and
flhat withiout any inquiry whatever as to the justice or the injustice of the strikers'
dlaims, and to enforce this preposterous demand the whole railway system of thie
country is to be paralyzed. Lt is sad to see a cause which would otberwise commrand
so much syrnpathiy made ridiculous in the eyes of ail sane men.

POLJTICS AND IDEALSO NCE upon a time we read a story of a bear which loved its
master-not as the boy Ioved ice-cream; but he was 'keep-
ing the flics off his sleeping hei-o in soi-ne sylvan shade-

geographical data flot mentioned.
It is probable that the boulder with which bruin cssayed to

smi-ash the pest that danced at the end of his master' s nose stili lies
where it fell, but as to the bear-beloved, "subsequent proceediigS
initerested him no more."

It is niow the Cainadian clector who need pray to be delivered
fromi his fricnids. The miost benievolent and gratuitous libel on the,
Caniadian voter which has corne to our notice is contained ini an
editorial statemient of the B. C. Mining Excizge and Enigiiet,'rlfl•
N eus iii a recenit issue. Speakinig Of the recent election, the editof
says: fIt is truc that the TI-rperial elernent in the situation did swaY
mi-any electors, atid who is there who is sordid enough to blame 111Y
Caniadiani who voted on these lines? But to say that any clector WT1O
voted oni these Iines wvas placinig his national sentiment before S
commnercial iinterests is to talc arrant humbug." oii 01Is it truc to say that aniv Caniadian elector who, vtfg~F
these or 'M'y coniceivable lines, placed his national sentiments befOre
his comimercial initerests, is talking hurnbug?
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