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JOCK THE BEADLE; OR, ONE OF DEAN RAMSAY'S
CHARACTERS IN CANADA.

There lives, not many miles beyond the | Canada, and well does he sustain the repu-township of Dumfries, Ontario, one of those 1 tation which has so long signalized thesetPecimen Hawick Scotsmen whose charac- functionaries, as a class, in the centre andteritic Dean Ramsay so delighted to delin- south of Scotland. Cool to freezing point,ote. For the nonce we will call the subject practical to terrible demonstration, andODer sketch "Jock," and we think we are blunt and outspoken beyond the most char-erfecty safe in asserting that for sturdy, itable stretch of formality, he movesbtant plain, outspoken and uncouth utter- through the world a living mass of dry,onces, though filled withal with a measure hard, barren and naked facts, sticking outof f yartuîî> practical common sense, Jock all over him like the pointed edges of a coldWUld prove no mnean sample for the famed boulder. Not that Jock is void of all thedelineator of Scottish character. finer feelings incidental to humanity. ByAo if Providence designed a peculiar cut no means. A right leal and warm heartOf nankind for peculiar offices, Jock proves beats beneath that rough exterior, and thenu eectlion to the general rule. Iad he fountain readily wells to overflowing shouldbeen stil in his native land undoubtedly fate or fortune disturb aay of the familyce rtaId have been a beadle. There is a relations; but upon all the world beside,certa n combination of qualities so essential whether naturally, unn aturally, providen-tO the nian who would fill that office with tially, or otherwise, Jock looks with a coldthosthig like satisfaction to himself and and calculating eye, mentally digestingthoe round im, that by natural conse- what to him is an ever constant truism, aqthen as well as by common consent, he self-evident proposition, and one requiring
Who Pssesses these qualities is either a no other than the plainest common-senseot&i nrfhw, or is assuredly destined to be demonstration, viz., " Aye, Jock lad, juistt. orb as he rest to his feet nor slumber min' yersel."it eyelids-speaking from an earthly Jock was on the most intimate termos withe'tf view until he finds himself fully his minister; but who ever knew a beadleaned nand established in that worthy that was not ? And as time passed on thisi dignfied position, with all its troubles, intimacy gave way to a degree of shrewdre ntin u , its cares and responsibilities familiarity at times which would ratherJctpon his stalwart shoulders. stagger staid notions. Indeed, Jock's cool-everthelot indeed in his native land, but, ness never, in any one instance within ourfounld helss, Jock is up in years, and has recollection, forsook him; but, on the con-oe is a l1 native element. In plain terms, trary, he was equal to every emergencybeadi., a veritable Jeddart beadle in that might arise.


