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J. M. COURTNEY, Dep'y Min. of Fin.

Correspondence.

LET HIDES BE INSPECTED.

Editor MONETARY TIMEs:
SIR,-I read, with interest, your article, 'Com-

pulsory Hide Inspection," in a recent issue, and
would venture to assert that the sooner the
Government will compel ail hides to be scru-
tinized by a shrewd inspector, the more all
among us concerned in this line of business, as
well as our national reputation, will be greatly
benefited.

In the first place I would say-and think ail
will agree with me-that if the farmer and
butcher realized this all-important factor [the
good quality of hides-ED ] they would pro-
duce a cleaner and more substantial hide or
skin, and thereby reap a higher margin of profit ;
the tanner would secure a better material, and
as most Canadian leather ultimately finds a
customer in European rnarkets, not only would
the consumer derive a benefit, but our national
reputation for a clear, strong, and durable pro-duct would be promoted to an extent beyond
comprehension.

Relative to the American market, I know of
numberless instances where American pur-
chasers insist on inspected hides; in fact, would
have nothing else. In France, this is not only
a custom, but a strictly enforced law, and is so
systematically and uniformly performed, that
no hide or skin, however slightly damaged or
mutilated, is manufactured, but is promptly
sold in a foreign market; consequently France
enjoys the coveted renown for the highest stand-
ard leather in the world to-day.

Being an interested observer I cannot but
earnestly advocate the necessity of such steps
on the part of Parliament, and especially so
when the tanner is compelled to pay inspection
toll, as it is in no way a partial benefit, but is
a protection against any and all frauds and
"sharpers" and cannot but be mutually
advantageous. Bring Canada to the front.

PATRIOT.

-An American paper of 15th instant, says
that a railway-building race. involving the
expenditure of #16,000,000, has been com-
menced by two wealthy corporations, each of
which desires to own the first railroad in the
Yukon country. Each road will be about 400
miles long, running from Pyramid Harbor,
near the head of Lynn canal, to points on
Lewis River, below Five Finger Rapids.
" The companies back of the projects are the
London Exploration Company and the Yukon
Company, the principal stockholders of which
are Philadelphia and New York men. The
projectors of both roads figure on an average
cost of over $20,000 a mile, requiring an out-
lay of over 88,000,000 for each road. The
equipment for each will cost about $1,000,000
more. Both companies have secured rights of
way from the Canadian Government, and are
now working to secure from Congress necessary
rights of way through the 80 miles of Ameri-
can territory."

-Not long ago a distinguished European
scholar was lecturing in a western American
city, and in the course of his lecture he
remarked that Goethe was, perhaps, the great-
est man intellectually who has appeared since
the days of the Apostles. He was at once
interrupted by a woman in the audience, who
declared that Dr. Talmage was as great a man
as Goethe ever was.-New York Tribune.

-The Manufacturers' Record bas compiled
its yearly summarv of the railroad construction
in the Southern States of the Union, which
shows a total of 734 miles of standard gauge
railroads for 1897. The estimated amount
spent in construction is 011.500,000 during the
year. Commenting upon 1898 prospects, it is
estimated fully 3,000 miles of new lines are
now under construction or contract. This is
the largest estimate reported from the South
for a number of years.

-Honest Dealing-"The finest example
of honesty." said the returned liar, "was
a sign I saw on a little shop window in
London. It read: 'A drunken lady can
huy here with no fear of being cbeate."-
Circinnati Enquirer.
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