
THE MONETARY TIMES

ferred to barges or .cars, for shipment te the Atlantic
ards. The deepening of the St. Lawrence will per-
h... cars te b. reieased for work eisewhere, and it la
te assume that the releasing, of these cars wili resuit
better suply out w.st.
ýoer the above reasons it la the duty ef the preducers ef
ýrn Canada particulariy, te take an active and
athetie interest in this, large undertaking. Yeu can
assured that the. creatien of this route will: (a) Re-
the. freight, rates; (b~) Eliminate the tax on grain

causedl by shortages, etc. The total saving affected la prob-
lemlatical at thiia juncture but there la no doubt a substantial
saving wiil b. effected.

The final scheme, however, cannot have the approval, of
the. western producers until more is known regarding the
developient, cost, etc. For this purpose the International
Waterways Cemmission has been requested by the respective
gzovernaients te miake a thorough examinatin of the scheme,
and aise collect data tromn the different interests of the two
counitries.

dmi.istatdn o Railways Debated in Iflouse
Government Having Dif ficulty in Keepig System Clear of Parliainent-
ary Interférence - Merchant Marine Poiicy aiso Involved - Resuits of
Operation wil b. Plaeed Before Public Accounts or Specîal Committees

(Special te, The Vonetany Timnes.)

[E pieneer problen et Canada was transportation, aud
it continues te b. the. greatest prebiem betore parlia-
t. It creepa up seontinually in sorne term or ether neariy
y day et tixis session. With a national railway systeni
'esenting the, widest experiment in public ownerahip

ndertaken anywhere under fire; wlth a mercantile
lue, partly under construction and partly on the. seas;
i western members demanding a cempletion et the. Hud -Ray leailway and urging new brancb linos; with parlus-
t called upon te vote mililons te make up deficits, te
case barber and shipping tucilIties, and witli the. ques-

ot possible incr.as.d freîgbt rates te the. fore, the.
se bas given most et the. present session te censidera-
of tiies. issues.

lieuse Wanted Informnation
This bas been an exceedingi>' peacetul session se far,
the. firat storm on the. horizon was i.tirred up ever the.
ition of the. metbod et operatien et the. Canadian North-
Systemn. lion. Dr. Reid d.termin.dly retused to give
Hlouse certain information in regard te railroad con-

ts, clalrning tiiat it was net iu the intereat et the system.
ias being souglit by uusuccessful ceutracters, who bad
L refused the Intormation lu the regular chauneis. Dr.
1 bas a blunt and net ver>' diplomatic way, and lie, per-
i, stlrred up unnecessary antagonisjn, but b. made, at
t, pIln bis refusal te ans'wer unreasonable questions
as te the aims, lu bis mind, et the questieners.
The. opposition ciiallenged the. right et the minister te
se on the floor ef the lieuse an>' information in regard
h, pulic-owned system. Th~e issue raised le au inter-
ig ene, ad lu it I. lnvolved the whoie question as te
method etf operatien et the. government-owned system.

opposition clalnxed a constltutlenal question was nt
e as to~ the. rlghts of parliamnt to contrel expenditur.
rovernmnent inBsted. on the, other hand- flint t.hprp n

aàgement ef the road, then the board ef directors would have
te be under hini and subject te juim. If the minister is put
back in control, then they wvere right back te the. old system
et departmental management, the. old patronage systemt.

Fui] Statenient Later

Whil. the. government refusedl te answer daily questions
ln regard te the management ef the rend, it was clalmed that
there weuld be an opportunlty te probe its operatien te the
full later. There would be an annual report, with a fully
audited statement. When this is brought down it could b.
subject te investigation, either b>' the. Public Acceunts Cern-
niittee or a Speclal Committe. ot the. leuse.

There promises te b. more heard et this whole question
befere the session is over, usa the opposition is net satisfied
witlt the. attitude et the. government and threaten te make
an issue eut et it.

The sanie question is aise being raised lu regard te tbe
eperatien et the Mercantile Marine, and Hon. C. C. Balian-
tyn. hua taken the sane stand as Hon. Dr, Reid. Mr. Ballan-
tyne ha@ been just as outspoken and as dtermlned as thie
Minister et Raîlways. He declared that ther. waa ne pos-
sible chance for succeb. et a gevernment systemn et railways
or ships if the>' wer. te be run aieng peliticai patronage
linos.

"I have nover written a iett.i, te nor asked a question
ef Mr. D. B. Hauna or any offliciai et the Canadian Govern-
nient Merchant Marine as te what route a ship will piy
upon," declared Mir. Baliantyne. "I have net asked hlmn how
much h. bas paid fer asparagus, or petates, or butter. or
coai. The. governînent have sometbing te do besides dlpping
into the. petty details et management. Theretere, we say
te Mr. Hanna aud these whe are managlng the, siiips: Ail
that w. want yen to do i. te manage the. shipa te the. ver>'
best ef your abîlit>'; ail that parilament and the. gov.rnment
and the. country are leeking fer is that at the end et the
yéar, if that béaut ail possible, the. figures shail be on the,
right side."

Tiiere may b. henest doubts as te the. advisability et
geverninent ewnershlp et railways, or as te the wisdomi et
the government going inte the, shipping business on, the
wholesaie sepe preposed b>' Mr. Baliantyne, but it woiiId
seemn te b. the. cemmon-sense methed, even if net strict>'
constltutionai, te divorce the. systems troni tiie dally inter-
ference ef evrr> member et parliament.

PRINCE ALB3ERT VIRE UNDERWRITERS

At the. annual meeting et the. Prince Albert, Sask., corn-
anitte. et the. Western Canada Fire Underwriters' Associa-
tien recent>', the, teliewing efficers were elected: President,
A. I. Wilkinson, re-eleeted; vice-president, P. W. Mahoxi;
executive, E. T. Bagshaw, J. S. Fowiie and Frank Kishe>'.


