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agreed that he is the right man in the rvight place, and that the
militia force of Canada under his guidance will be led into more
pleasant places.

HI subject of having a proper gymnasium for the use of the

different corps has been a much-talked-of question for some
time past.  Knowing that the matter was brought before the Min-
ister's personal attention, hopes are entertained that it will have a
betteir chance of going through than ever before.  Iimself a medi-
cal man, he knows the geod to be derived from such a training,
and, ifitis at all possible, a gymnasium class looks to he a thing

of the future.

near If such a class were inaugurated it would
add greatly to the ranks of the different corps, and would bring the
men to a higher state both physically and morally. In Toronto
the men have far greater privileges.  There they have their bowl-
ing allevs and revolver ranges, and besides, each company has its
own armory, where the men can put in a social night without in-
conveniencing anyone.  Here in Montreal there is just the one
place, and the men have little or no inducement to attend, as there
is always some company meeting or such like going on, and they
cannot very well stay there.  The only place left them is the shed.
It does not present a very bright appearance, being lit by one or
two lights, and the whole presents a very deserted aspect. If pro-
per facilities were made, so that a gymnasium class could be con-
ducted, the lonely, deserted feeling which hangs around the drill
shed would be removed.  The men would have some inducement
to come there, and would at the same time receive a sctting up
which would help them greatly.  The 2nd Regiment C.A\., realiz-
ing the benefit to be derived from such an instruction, have
just agreed to furnish the gun - room with all the necessary ap-
pliances for a gymasium at a cost of several hundred dollars,
This association is to be congratulated on its enterprise, and
no doubt it will be taken full advantage of by the men, hut
all the corps have not gun-rooms which can be converted into
A vecrcauon room, neither have many of them the money to
spare. 1t is the anthoritics” duty to sce thatthe men who devote
their time and energy for the good of the country should have a
properly equipped establishment so taat they may be kept in train-
ing during the interval between drill scasons, and at the same
tume help to populrize the force  among  the many  probable
recraits, who through no encouragzement <o not care to hanyg around
st b dead quarters as the drill shed.

I merits of the ditierent city regiments have been gone into a

zood deal since the eficiency returns were issued. Ttis awell-
Kaown et that companies in different corps were ** plugged * for
imspection, This is done more or less by the majority of the
corpe, although it may not he done with the knowledyge of the .0,
The ofticers commanding companies arethe onesto blaine for allow-
iz uniforms to be issued by the sergeant in charge to men for the
day only.  Far better that a company turn out away down from its
strength than have it holstered up by men who are on the hooks of
soime other regiment. At the inspections this summer it was a com-
mon thing among the wmembers of the various corps while watching
their sister corps go through their inspection to pick oui several who
belonged to another corps altogether.  This is not as it should be,
and until this is rectified it will be impossible to get at the true
merits of a battalion.  An inspecting officer cannot tell who are
“out for the day,”” nor canthe commanding officer do so, as very
often there is no time to allow him to examine the ranks carefully
hefore the arrival of the inspecting ofticer.  The trouble arises in a
sood many instances through the color-sergeant, who, wishing to
Keep up the good name of hiscompany, induces some one whom he
knows in another corps to take a uniform for that day. Fhe captains
in many instances shut their eves to this, and the result is that the
company is perpetrating frand, hoth on the Government and on the

honest captain who turns out with the men only who have sicned

the service roll.  Commanding officers should issue stringent regu-
lations against such a practice, for it not only gives the regiment a
bad name, but it is also unfair to the other companies of that corps,
and the fact of onc or two men turning out for inspection who are
not connected with the corps is unfair to the battallion that turns
out unaided by outsiders. For instance, there is onc regiment near
the top that in a commanding officer's inspection only turned out
about onc hundred men, and still on inspection this same regiment
went on the parade ground with men who received their training at
the expense of some other corps. It isclaimed that five companies of
another regiment should have been disqualified in shooting, and had
this been done they would not have been so far up the list. It is
about time that officers and men alike were awaking to the fact that
the profession is being lowered by these petty and underhand tricks,
and that means should be taken to stamp them out.

~MHIE Royal Scots have entered most enthusiastically into the

social evenings which were inaugurated some time ago by
Major Lydon with the consent of the C.(}.  They take the form of
a smoker, and the best talent of the regiment is brought forward.
These mectings are doing a great deal of good to the regiment, for
already recruiting isin a most healthy state.  Major Lydon is to be
congratulated on the success of this movement, and the boys
thoroughly appreciate his efforts to keep them together.  An impor-
tant feature of the meetings are the descriptive lectures, which
touch on matters military, delivered by the major.

MEETING of a committee of «“ A" Squadron, 1. C. R. C.

Hussars, was held on Saturday night to arrange for the organi-
zation of a reading and recitation room for the use of the men. [t
has been decided to make a number of alterations in the Armory,
Their winter's socials, which were such a success last year, will he
commenced in a wecek or two,

T a meeting of No, 1 Company, 2nd R.C.AL, on Tuesday mght,
Company Sergt.-Major Harper, after 24 years service with the
artillery, tendered his resignation as sergeant-major, and reverted
to the rank of gunner. 15 this not a good argument for the recoy
nising of the members of the force who putin such a length of time
by granting, as is done in the Old Country, along service decora-
ton.  “Phis subject was mooted some time ago, and many were in
hopes that the authorities would  consider the matter and give
I
decoration of this kind were granted it would be the means of in-

something to these men who have grown srey in the service

ducing good men, who very often retive with about 12 or 15 veurs'
service, to remain in their corps. Why Canada does not recognise
her militia as other countries do, is i matter that s hard to accour
for. - With new aathorities at milia headquarters, itisto be hoped
that some recognition will be granted those men who have put in

more than 20 vears” service,

SAPT,

bricade major during Major Roy's absence in England, wiil

MACDOUGALL, R.R.CL, who has been acting as
leave Montreal in aday or two for St Johns, P.OC Durine the
tme that Capt. Macdougall has been in Montreal he has made
many friends among the ofticers of the district,  Capt. Macdougall
had charge of the temporary school for ofticers and non-coms, and
his work was much appreciated by those who attended.  His work
was painstaking and every littde detail was gone into with care, so
that when the examinations took place the classes came out exceed-
ingly well. When Montreal gets a permanent school it is to be
hoped that Capt. Macdougall will again have charge, for his work
of the past season certainly entitles him to continue the work which
he so well hesan,

N Thursday evening of Tast week the pizes won by the 2nd
R.C A at the annual rifle mecting of the association were
presented. The OQueen’s and Londonderry Cups were on exhibi-
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