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COMMENT FROM MONTII TO MONTtI.

Lord Lister, born on April 5th, 182-7, died February llth,

1912, in his 85thi veatr. No otiier miedical nman in moder tirnes,

with possibly the single exception of Pasteur, was so ulIvcrsallY

kno1wnl, respected and hcloved. 11e was, indced, one of flhe great

benefactors of inankinid.

-Aithougli Lis'ter's ialin.' wvil1 he forever inseparably associated

Witli the antiseptic thieory applicd to surgery, paving-the way for

th ater asepsis, 1w( siînply sliarpened th e sword. 11e did not forge

it.
''lRobert B3oyle foresaw that the rnart who sbould dIiscover the

true nature of fermîeîîtation w'ould shed liglit on infective disease.'

Iloliuies an(1 Seiliiiielweis îîaiintaiiied witlî regard týo puerperal

fever Iliat certaini bodies or orgaîlîsilis xcre tlie cause of this dis-

case, as il had beeni suS)ected t1liey wcre the cause of pyelflia 'as

Well. The latter, witbout iiuch theory at 'ail, is said to have saved

ilany lives lis antisepltie priîîeiples.

Ljister was inievitahie after ('oginard Latourls diseoverY that

Yeast coîïsisted of livinag eells, susceptible of reproductioni by a sort

Of buddiîîg proeess.

Pasteur s'howed that fermntationl in ber and wines was due

to living organisînis, and thiat ail putrefactiofl was due to a similar

cause.

flicth piiniipl tiliit suppuirationl was a fermentation of the

flegh was establislied, tlue suggestion was soon, evolvcd that suppura-


