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THE BLACKSMITH OF LIEGE.
A TALE OF THE BURGUNDIAN WARS.
By Emma Roberts.

*“Those that fenre a maiter commonly provide well for it, and have oftener
£ood successe than they that procede with a cureless contempt, unlesse God
be fully resolved to strike the stroke, against whom man's wisdome cannot
prevaile.  Whicn point is sufficiently proved by the exampls of these
Liegeis, who had been excommunicated the space of five vears for their
* arialice with their bishop, whereof notwithstanding they made no account,
hut continued still in their folly and naughtinesse, mooved therennto ouly
through wealth and pride. Wherefore King Lewis was wont to say that
¢ When pride rideth before, shame and dammage follow atier.’”

Puinip pi COMINES.

“NEVER trust me, madam,”’ cried Jacquette, to
niistress ;

e young
““but here is the worshipful burgomaster, Wilkin de
Retz, in his dress of state, with two varlets in fiaming liveries be-
fore him, knocking at the great gate us though he would beat it
down.”’
¢ Well, returned Linda, “and what is that to me? FHeis
come to make cheer with iy kinsman s—bhrother, T suppose 1
must call kim, since my poor mother thought fit to invest him with
authority over me.””  And perceiving that her attendant was in-
clined to prolong the conversation, the fraulien motioned ker
away ; continuing to ply her needle with unconscious mdustry,
while she pondered over her present situation and future pros-
pects.  Linda Wilmsfeldt was the daughter of a poor kuight of
Brabant, and her ‘mother, being reduced to poverty at his de-
cease, had subsequently accepted the hand of a rich burgess of
Liege, who was a widower, with an only son. The burgess and
his second wife were hoth in the grave, and tae high spirited gitl,
proud of her noble descent, and chafing over her scanty means,
was left dependant npon her step-futher’s son ; who though not
destitute of good qualities, was, like the generality of his fallow-
citizens, tyrannical, conceited, and unpolished. Linda entertained
a secret dread that her guardian would attempt to assert an undue
control over her 5 and she Justly imagined that the gay attire of
Witkin de Retz had not been assumed without a purpose : she
was therefore more displeased than surprised when she received
@ sununons to attend her brother in the hall. Mustering all her
courage she descendedto the apartment iu whish the two worthies
were sitting in council tegether ; and the sun's rays streaming in
through an open Ppaue in the upper part of the windew, catching
therich gold chains with which her visitor hud hedecked himself,
her eyes were dazzled by the refulgence of the
- ments. It soon appeared that the m
to these gauds, and to his velv
the advancement of his sujt H

se costly orna-
odest burgess trustad entirely
et gown furred with miniver, for

for he pressrved g solemn silence,
and Franz Kiingzchr, the host, was obliged, afier a foy prelimi-

nary hems, to epon e negociation, which haq

for its object a

poiut of ro less in:portance than the dispesal of the fiir hand of
Linda Wilnsfeldt.  'The lady, after the approved fashion of gen-
e dames, deciined the offer, medestly, but firnily 5 the lover ut-
tered a deep sigh which might indeed have Leen niistaken for 5
groan ; buat Franz, of a less imperturbable (o Lperament, burst
1irth into a torrent of invective, ailer divers reproaches on
the score of his ward’s obligutions to his bounty, vaunted the cx.
t:nt of his cwn authority, and threatened to compel her to aceept
the offer of his friend. Al the spirit of Linda’s inartial
flashed out upon this insclent menzce,

and,

ancestors
Colouring erimson with
indignation, she exclaimed, “Sunk end dow us are my fortunes,
know, thou buse slave of maimon, that 1 despise thy idal golid ;
and when next you take upow yourseif to propose a match for the
daughter of a noble line, choose some fitting suitor 3 for Itell you,
wir, that if yeu cannot find a man of gentle Licth within vour city,
I will send to the knight, Count Lothuire de Lechtervelden,
who now inveats your gates 5 my jeopardy wiil excuse the inde-
licucy of the prayer, and should he reject my suit,—which he
doubtless will, since I am ajgscd by my connesion with a trader,
—rather than wed one of the upstart burzhiers of this vile city, I
will ally myself to the blacksmith who works beneath yon wall 1

Franz was dumb during this speech, merely from inability to
find words strong enough to express his rage. Recovering him-
self just as Linda was sweeping out of the room in triarryh, he
seized her by the hand, and making a srong effort to repress his
wrath, desired her to seek her chaw:ber, and remain a prisone:
there uutil she should be prepared to obey commands which he
Possessed the power to enforce. Gladiy flying from the spot, the
fuir orphan rushed up to her dormutory ; but felt a Jittle abashed
when reflecting upon the loss of all her salf-command, and the
*omewhat needless display of indignation which had provoked her
guardian to draw a heavy bolt across her door, and to detain her

in strict confinement. Iler rash speech had made a deep impres-
sion upon Franz ; he was most. bitterly incensed by her allusion

he
to the Count de Lechtervelden, who was the scourge und the

terror of the inhabitants of Licge ; although &t this tite putied np
with se!f-confidence, they despised his threat of reducing

amd treated his approaches with contempt.

the

city,
t was idevd scurce-
Iy possible for a place so strong and well fortified to entertain any
apprehersion from the siender force which the Burgundian knigh
could bring agzinst it ; but while the Liegois felt perfoctly
of the impracticahiiit his eforts, they would have given huif
their city, could they, by that means, have got him into 1
power, und have been enzbled to wreuk their tong cherished de-
sire of vengeance upon his head,

8esn

Lothaire, entrerched in an im-

preguable fortress, situated on the sumrmit of a bit, whicl com-
. .

manded the whole of the adjucent country, and overlooied the

city of Liege, had, durhig move peu

ble times, In consequonce
of a contract not unfrequent in thos2 days, kept the read, frem
sunrise to sunset, froo frem ail ronbers und rpoilers ; expcting
only such a tol} from wayfaring passengers, in retern for this ser-
vice, as they were well able to pay.  Fven when the stipulated
hour had passed, and ali stray travellers were generally ide

ed fuir booty by the knight who patrolled the
the phrase went, < by the

highw
saddie,”” he despoiled them of ne
life ner property, but took a moderate ransom, and dismissed
them in peace,
NotwRhstanding thess

courtesies, the ungrateful Liegols hated
the bold kxight, who, it must be confessed, took great delight in
showing his powers over, and his scorn of, the greasy Eurghei‘s,
as he was wont to ezl the lords and rulers of the city 1 and marr
atime did they attempt, with all their paissance, to dislodge hin
from his tower of strength 5 but he repelied their assaults
obliged them to retreat sorely Leaten, bly disgraced.
And now that, the duke of Bursundy beine embroiled wih the

s ¢ ] J S -
king of France, the pecple of Lizee hod seizad the Cppertuaity
fevolt, Lothaire mustered a small body of nien at o

y Gl

and mi

s, threw up
works, and laid regular siege to the city, keeping it in cheek
while his master’s troops were otherwise employed. It was in
vain that the garrison sullied out, resolved to put this contemptible
force to flight ; they viore unakle to carry the very weakest of
the entrenchments 5 so admirably were they constructed, and so
despérately did the Burgurdians defend their outposts
stratagems of niore avai! ; they were discovered and turned upon
the eoutrivers,—nay, at length, Lothaire, to show his wtter con-
tempt for their inventions, and the aceurate knowledge which he
possessad of every thing thet passed pvithin the city, had the au-
dacity to despatch a trumpet

3 nor were

regularly every morning to the
walls, with orders to preciaini aloud to the garrison the exact na-
ture of the plans which the council of war meditates for the day ;
and th> enraged Liegois having fired upon the flag ¢f truce which
zzccompaniéd the embussy, and killed the bearer, he swore that
he would heng twenty of the delinquents before sunset, and kept
his oath.

It was not surprising, therefore, that the name of the count de
Lechtervelden should he poison in the ear ofa Liegois ; and
Linda, as gracious resollections of the kindness which she had re-
ceived from the family who had fostered her from infancy, came
across her rind, regretted her entting sareasms, Gbeying there-
fore the gentle iwpulse which prompied her to seek a reconcilia-
tion with her offended kinsman, she despatched a humble and
penitent message by Jacquette, praying to be forgiven, Franz,
mistaking the motive for this concession, in the true spirit of his
tewnsmen, resolved to iinpose hard terms upon one who seemed
wiiling to submit ; and refused to grant a pardon without 3 pro-
wige from the fuir culprit to receive his friend Wilkin in the cha-
racter of a lovér ; a requisition which Linda treated with disdain ;
and was, in consequence, kept more sirictly confined than ever,
being even deprived of Jacquette’s conversation. )

Indignation at the treatment which she experienced, enabled
Linda to pass the first day of her caplivity without suffering from
ennui; but the seeond oppeared supportably tedious; and
tired of her embrd@lery, she stationed herself at the window of
her apartinent in the hope of finding amusement in the passing
scene without.  The lattice overlooked the city wall, and was
exaetly oppozite to the forge of the blacksmith, whose hand she
had declared herse.f to be willing to accept in prefarence to that
of Wiikin de Retz. She had often seen the honest artizan be-
fore, without however remarking his personal s rance ; and
she was surprised, and not a little shocked to .ive that he
was a fine well-proportioned man, with a set of remarkahly white

on his face cbscured his other features, and his skin was so grimed
with Lis oceupation, that he might bave boen mistaken for a Nu- )
bian 3 but although he possessed sufficiont attractions to render
the sarmise possible, thut admiration claimed some share in the
ehoice ; and deeply mortified by the svpposition that so unplea-
SNG4 construction might be placed upon her flippant declaration,
Linda was sufliciently panished for the heedless speech. But
hier vexationdid ueot end here ; the blucksmniith, probably made
acquuinted, through the loquucity of tie servants, of the fattering
texntion ef his name, was continually turning from his work to
guze at the window of the Iuly who had honoured him with her
und though his demennour was not disrespeciful, a

¢ ployed round his lips, and his eyes spoke eloquent things,
they huppzned to encounter hers.

Linda, driven away from the lattiee by the too pointed adniira-
tion of bor neighbov

v, pussed the dreary hours in listless solitude.
wever, when she could look into the

"t nied

street without
The forge had
et a3 it contrasted with the syr-
Its lorid fires spread o strong illumination
g the swart frures which moved vhout in their
red Tivht, apd throwing oat showers of sparks a3 the heavy ham-
mer descerded on the anvil 3 even the ciink of those instruments
sounded net unpleasmgly on the ear; and the bustle, hilarity,
and activity which prevailed, both within and ‘without, afforded
abundant entertuinment for the spectator.  Citizens were seen
hureying to and fro, bringing their weapons to be repaired ;
others led their clumsy, Lt highly conditioned horses to be shad ;
the pavement was sirewed with armour, znd the Lright cuirnse,
and. the polished lance, gleamed in the light of the furnace.
Whils surveying the diferent persons thus husily engaged, Linda
could not avoid being struck by the superiority of the blacksmith
over all ths rest.  Prompt, agile, ready upon every occasion, he
superintended the work of " his satellites, with an air which con-
vinced her that he had been intended by nature for a superior sta-
tion, He had, moreover, a kind word and a joke for all
remedying with his own hand any thing that was done amiss, sent
away 2ll his customers well satisfied. - There was an exquisite
grace and ease in his movements which surprised the fraulien H
mmore especiully as she perceived, that aware how ill suited it was
to his station, he  sometimes uflected a rustic and elownish
manner—an appearance however which he could jli sapport ; for
if'his attention happened to be called off, he forgot to school his
limbs and mien, and the agile spring, the dexterous elegant move-
meunt, all betrayed familiar acquaintance with camps and courta,
Couyinced that some mystery lurked beneath, the
of the blackismith bepame exceedingly
goier ;-and she was further assured tha
he profgg

ng visible herself, she resumed har station.
now heeome a picturesque ol:
rounding dur

around, disnle

5 and

proceedingy
intéresting to the fair pri-
t he was not exactly what
to be,-by‘remnrking that when the forge was de-
serted an from all visitors and lookers on, he never troubled
himself vishilanual labour, though showing at other times con-
siderable expartness at his trade. He seemed to be more familiar
with the javelﬁx than with the couiter, and when freed from the
gize of strangles, he lounged idly over his tools, or tilted
against the wall, while- his fellow-mechanics paid him the mast
profound respget.  It-was in vain that she puzzled herself to f,.
thom the secret ; and;’iired at length with fruitless conjectures,
she dismissed, the subject from her mind, and began to consider
how she could best recover her freedom. Franz was inexorable
to all herlgqueatiég for pafdon, and would accept of nothing less
than unconditk:fxl obedience.

The burg «Bhad lately obtained an office of some importance
in the government of the city, an elevation which he owed to his
fiiend Wilkin,—and having had the casting vote in two instances,
in one of which he displayed his rigorous devotion to jus‘tice, by
dooming the criminal to the block, and in the other, his love of
mercy, by favouring the more lenjent party,—he begun to fancy
that he possessed the power of dispensing life and denth,

There could be no hope for Linda while Ler guardian conti«
nued to entertain these inflated notions of his own dignity ; so
-she made up her mind to a prolonged imprisonment, and from the
mere necessity of taking exercise, busied herself with making al-
terations in the disposition of the furniture of her apartrhent. - In
removing a large press which, for s0ige time, bade defiance to hef
efforts, a piece of the arras hanging fell from the wall, and in en.
deavouring to replace it, she touched asecret spring. A punel
in the wainscot flew open, and disclosed an aperture, which,
upon inspection, proved to be the. entrance to- a flight of dark,
narrow, winding stairs, The necessity of _proguring light: to

‘teeth, and a pair of dark flashing eyes ; an enormous bush of hair

guide her through the mazes of this Passage, obliged the impatient



