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THE CHRISTIAN, MABRIAGE ‘AW
DEFENCE ASSOCIATION,

WE hope the clergy have not lost sight of this.
organjzation. We fear very many of them, while
opposed to-the recent legislation making - legal the
marrtage ‘of 'a man to' the sister'of his decé¢dsed
wrfe, and anxious to see the law repealed, have so
far taken, little’ or no interest in this Association.
We know-they, with many of the laity, have been
solicited to become members, but we beheve but
few' of ‘the ‘clergy have, up to'the present'time,
taken sufficient interest in the work as to forward
to the Honorary Secretary in Montreal, Leo. H.
Davidson, Esq., D: C. L., the small yearly fee of
twenty-ﬁve cents, which constitutes - membershlp
in it , Nothing can be done until funds are-in the
treasury, and we urge our brethren to take an
active mterest in its. welfare at once, by. soliciting
their- lalty to' becomne. members, and remitting

their own and other subscriptions to'the address |-

already mentioned. Tlis will be the only effec-
tive way‘at’ present to testify their sympathy with

the' movement, and will enable the Assomatlon to.|.

issue the needful literature, and cmploy other
means to promote the,_success 'of the undertaking.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

A PAPER recently read before alarge and in-
fluential’ meeting: of Sunday School werkers in
England, deals at leagth:with the whole subject of
Sunday Scnools and Sunday School instruction.
We submtt the followmg extracts, as being worthy
of carel’ul consideration. - The _suggestions they
contain-are practical, :and might well be adopted
in our Canadian Dioceses.
spect in saying,. what out Sunday School teachers
are‘themselves tthe first to: admit, that very many
of them have hot liad the educational advantages
necessaty to fit them for their important . work,
and, that. .they stand in nced of counsel and in-
struction, Add' to this that these -teachers have
had notspecra.l trdining- whatever for their office ;
and further, thiit they have usually to struggle on
in l:het_ work under little .or no supervision'; and.
I thlnk it must-. be- conceded that the improve-
ment and: systematizing- of ‘our Sunday School
-'lessons area matter urgently demandmg consid-
erdtion.
- “In c\onnectmn with the diocesan. syllabus of a
uniform:course of teaching, some: simple manuals
of lesson’ notes, such’ as those published by the
. Churc"h ‘of England Sunddy School Institute,
mrght be recommended for the use of teachers

“There is no disre- |

“The adoptron of umforrn courses of lessons
would render: possrble a. further step - in diocesan
orgamzatlon—-the estabhshment, namely, of an;

| annual voluntary:examination of Sunday: scholars.

Such - examinations are - now held in connect\on

dlocese, and are fotnd to be of value as.a test of

.| work done. and a stlmulus both to teachers and

scholars.

“The inspection of Sunday Schools is anothﬂr
important’ matter’ which could be dealt with by
such adiocesan orgamzatlon as has been suggested.
This is a matter, no doubt, of great dehcacy, and
surrounded with difficulties ; but -yet it is, I ven-
ture to think, by no means 1mpract1cable As a
partial solution of one'of the difficulties-involved,
I would suggest that'laymen of experiénce in
Sunday School work as well as clergymen, should
be invited to assist as inspéctors.

“I now. come to what I regard as by far the
most important object to be attained by a dioces-
an organization of Sunday School work—the

tion of teachers not only in the art of teachng,
but.also.in the doctrines .of the Christian faith.
So many plans for the establishment of teachers’
instruction classes might be suggested that I re-
rain from alluding pamcularly to,any. One sug-
gestion only [ would make—that the annual ex-
anination of Sunday School tedchers, held under
the auspices of -the Church of England’ Sunday

such schemes set on foot.

“In conclusion, allow me briefly to recaprtulate
the chief points of this paper :—

“r., Sunday School work has a légitimate stafus,
and an important function in our Church of to-
day.

“z. There is, however, urgent need of various:
improvements and reforms in~ our ordinary meth-
ods of carrying on this branch of Church work.

more distinctively diocesan recognition and or-
ganization than we-have at present.

“s. The objects 'to be attained ultimately,
though not necessarily at once, by a diocesan re-
organfzation of Sunday School work are— The
establishment of rurj-decanal associations of
teachers ; the adoption of a uniform system of
instruction, and the recommendation of suitable
manuals of lesson-notes for'the use of teachers ;
examinations of Sunday scholars and inspection
of schools, teachers’ instruction classes and ex-
aminations. '
“All this would entail, it must be freely allowed,
a large expenditure of thought and labor ; but I
am quite convinced that any effort made‘in the
direction of Sunday School organization would be
abundantly repaid in the beneficial effect of such
organization upon the Church- of the diocese;
and I am assured, too, from personal observation,
that clergymen and laymen could be found in
every rural dearnery of the diocese able and wil-
ling to take their part in this work.”

-

FREE AND OPEN CHURBCHES.

BELow we give some extracts from the. report
of the Open Church Association of the Dioceses
of Chester and Liverpool for the year 1883, read
at the annual meeting of the members held in the

218t January, 1883,
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“Whed He- ecelesiastical his’t‘o’r‘y'-‘-’éf e Thiter
half of the nineteenth century.comes to; be " writ-
ten, there will be a: recognition of the révival dur-
ing that period of the gredt | truthithat ' one’ essen—v'
tial feature of the Church’s work §s that she 1s A
mtsstonary, and that as her members have been)_
blessed with the knowledge of the means of salva- ;
tion, so it is their bounden duty. to convey: ‘and’”
hand on that knowledge to those who have it not. °
The place in which this. knowlcdge is to be taught,
is obviously the Church, a bulldmg which, if ,mis-
sionary work is to go.on in it,. must not be.the -
monopoly of a chosen few, but one to- which ail, -
high and low, rich and poor, must be made equallyi
welcome,

“Another lesson whlch the present gcneratxon.
has intelligently to learn and leyally.to. practice.is -
the duty, imposed upon every membcr of the -hu-
man family without excepnon, of appearlng beéfore
Gob in publi¢c worship-on the Lord's Day. - “This
act of public recognition of 2 Gop in solemn _as-
sembly by the whole people is one that has. been
too much forgotten, though the obligation' to ren- -
der it i§ the same on the part of the poorest as of
the richest in the land. ~ Hence for one branch of
the great Church Cathollc to permlt any barrier,
whether moral or phys:cal to interpose - between
man and his Creator in the performance of this
sacred duty become a mistake which is unpardon-
able, and for the commission of which pumshmeut
‘some day will surely follow.

“The public cannot be too frequently remmded
that the pew system is a phase of that “selfish in-
dividualism which has been so disastrous in the
religious world,” and as such is the exact opposrte
of that. meekness and humility which ever marks
the Christian life and'its actions. Personal comfort -
and convenience, ltmust be admitted, are assocra-
ted with the privilege of a pew of one’s own.
Such considerations. obviously - tend to. ,drsplace
thoughts of the honour of-Gob and-the well-being
of our neighbour. The Bishop of Lwerpool has
said: “Let us beware of selfishness in our Reh- :
gion. A man’s Religioi'may be well suspected
when he is content to go to heaven alone.”

“As each year rolls by, a record.is presented of
the number of churches in the two dioceses which
have been made free and open during the preced-
ing 12 months. The churches thus converted
from pewed into open churches are the parish
Church of Macclesfield, Holy Trinity, Toxteth
Park, Liverpool, and St. George's, Hyde. As an
evidence of the remarkable change taking place
in public opinion it may be stated that the free-
dom of the last.named church was accomplished
by means-of a poll of the panshxoners, which res-
ulted in 2 majority of seven to one in favor of a
free church.

“The progress of the Open Church movement
in London and its suburbs, as exhibited in Macke-
son’s Guide, is remarkable. From this authority
we learn that whilst in 1864, 17 out of every 100
churches had the weekly offertory, the present
proportion is 58 in every 1oo churches.

“That whilst in 1869, 7 out of every 100
churches were free and unappropriated, the pres-
ent proportion is 36 out of every 100 churches.

“And that whilst in 1869, 336 out of every 100
churches were open for private prayer, the pres-
ent’ proportion is neatly 14 out. of every roco
churches, ;

“One most important branch of the Associa-
tion’s work is the opening of churches for private



