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OUR POLYGLOT EMPIRE.
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of the peninsula is, of course, out of the question.
Sir Willlam Hunter, on the authority of Mr.
Brandreth, computes its non-Aryan languages alone
at 142, a list of which he gives in “The Indian
Empire : its History, People and Products.” And
this list does not include Hindi, Hindustani, Mara-
thi, and the other descendants of the Sanscrit
mother tongue, which are more or less akin to our
Western Aryan languages. In India and the ad-
jacent countries, with which British administrators
and officials have dealings more or less constant
and intimate, there are probably not less than 200
spoken forms of speech. More than forty years
ago Dr. Latham published a treatise on the
“ Ethnology of the British Colonies and Depen-
dencies,” a work which may still be consulted with
advantage by any one who would know how far
the British Empire represents the races, languages
and religions of humanity. FEven in our own
heritage in the New World there are communities
in which the prevalent tongues are the extremes of
Latin, of Teutonic and of Oriental speech; and
apart from these and all the tongues and dialects
that intervene, there are great families of language
that have their homes altogether or almost entirely
within the limits of the Dominion. In the British
West Indies important groups of the European,
African and Asiatic languages are represented.
In British Honduras and British Guiana Central
and South American tongues are spoken by the
aborigines  Passing to Europe, we find Heligo-
land, Gibraltar, Malta, all presenting their respec-
tive linguistic peculiarities, while the British pos-
sessions in Africa are rich in various treasure for
the philologist.

It is in the East, however, that England comes
in contact with a veritable Babel of tongues—some
in groups, some isolated. Some of these it is
essential to the maintenance of good relations be-
tween the ruling class and the communities that
they govern that at least a certain number ot
English officials should be able to converse in.
The vernaculars of India have, for more than a
hundred years, been studied with more or less suc-
cess by Anglo-Indians. The universities of the
United Kingdom have done a good deal in encou-
raging Oriental learning, and have produced some
excellent Oriental scholars. Sanscrit, Persian,
Arabic, Turkish and Chinese have been added to
Hebrew, Chaldee and Syriac, and lectures have
been given on the history, grammar and literatures
of these languages. But for practical purposes
something more was required, and when in 1887
the Imperial Institute was created to commemo-
rate the Queen’s Jubilee, it was thought advisable
to inaugurate, in connection with it, a School for
Modern Oriental Studies. Last year the prelimi-
nary arrangements were completed in association
with University and King’s Colleges, London, and
a few weeks ago Prof. Max Miiller delivered the
inaugural address before a distinguished gathering,
over which the Prince of Wales presided. The
army and navy, diplomacy, administration, India,
the colonies, including Canada, commerce, the
great seats of learning, and the learned professions
were well represented. Major-General Sir C. Tees-
daie, V.C., Sir Allen Young, the Duke of Fife,
Sir Lyon Playfair, M.P., Sir Charles Tupper, Bart.,
Sir John Lubbock, Bart., Lord Harris (wWhom some
of our readers may remember as a cricketer), Sir
Monier Williams, Sir F. A. Abel, F.R.S., Lord
Rayleigh (who presided at the Montreal neeting
of the British Association), Sir W. W. Hunter, the
historian of India, Sir Saul Samuel, Lord Hers-

chell, chairman, and Sir Lowthian Bell, vice-chair-
man, of the Institute, Sir Somers Vine, Sir Doug-
las Galton, and several other illustrious persons
were at the Royal Institution on the occasion.

Professor Miiller, in his address, pointed out
that, instead of the movement being one to excite
surprise, what was really strange was that England,
which had so many interests in the East, so many
dealings with Oriental peoples, should have been
so long in establishing such a school ~ St. Peters-
burg, Vienna and Berlin have all been beforehand
with the British capital as centres of Oriental
study. In France the government founded long
ago une école pour les langues Orientales vivantes.
The Oriental Seminary at Vienna is a famous and
fruitful institution, and the Imperial press has one
of the richest existing collections of Oriental types.
The Seminary of Oriental Languages at Berlin,
though recently established, bids fair to surpass all
kindred seats of leaning. It has a Professor of
Chinese, assisted by two native teachers, one for
north, the other for south, Chinese, and the same
plan is applied to Japanese, Arabic, Persian, Hin-
dustani, Syriac, Turkish, and other languages. It
has also a teacher of Swaheli, the most important
of the East African tongues. Of its 115 students,
twenty-three are devoted to mercantile pursuits,
four to theology, fifteen to philosophy, medicine
and physical science, three are technical students,
five officers of the army. The success of this
movement in Germany speaks volumes for the
earnestness with which our Teutonic cousins are
bent on pushing German interests abroad. Ger-
man diplomatists, explorers and merchants will go
forth well equipped to their respective spheres of
labour. Nor is Russia behind in ardent pursuit of
this branch of knowledge. Not even Germany
has excelled her in producing polyglot diplomatists,
soldiers, traders, and men of research. It is full
time, therefore, that England, with citizens and in-
terests in every quarter of the globe, where every
tongue is spoken by people of every colour, should
not be left in the rear on the ground that she has
made her own. The new school starts well. It
gives instruction in all the chief Eastern languages,
from Romaic and Russian to Chinese and Japanese
—.ative teachers aiding learned professors. Her
missionaries, explorers, diplomatists, administrators
and men of science, will no longer have to depend
on the dragoman. The importance of a know-
ledge of living languages in both peace and war
was clearly set forth by Prof. Miiller. He recalled,
as not without significance, in view of Russia’s pro-
gress in Central Asia, that more than fifty years
ago the Imperial Academy of St. Petersburg had
a professor of Pushtu, of which in England there
is as yet no teacher, though it is the language of
Afghanistan. How many Englishmen may have
perished through lack of knowledge ! In war, as
in statecraft and diplomacy, England would un-
doubtedly have profited had she followed Russia’s
example in this respect, as in the Soudan and
Burmah the commissariat officers had good reason
to know. To the mercantile community the know-
ledge of modern languages of the East as of the
West would prove a precious boon. He knew
what the lack of it cost some persons from the
frequent letters of inquiry that he received. Prof.
Miiller closed his address by dwelling on the moral
effect of such studies in removing prejudices and
misconceptions.  To become acquainted with a
language is to obtain a more intimate knowledge
of the people speaking it,.to get to their hearts
and to understand their aspirations.



