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COINS: TITEIR USE AS \VITNESSES TO

HISTORICAI, TRUTH.
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NE ouId think that littie bas becax ever writtcn
and that littie could po0;sibl)Y bu writte.x on the
subcE of coin.-. But this is quite a mistak-

pcriap., more volunmes have been composed
up>ot thi-, subject than upon any other branixc of science of
a likec nature. Not many, nonths ago we read of the sale
of a nunusinatic Iibrary. and the sale 1a.tcd serlwecks.
Strnige to say, that with -o maniaicans of studying the
Iîistory of nations through thc mediumx of thecir r.s1pectivce
coinage, therc arc fewv wlo know anything about the subject.
I>crchance they consider it too cliflicuit, or eise quite tiscless.

The study of history by nicans of coins is not dilhicult.
In fact il is the contrary, for the coin so, proves and
iIlutratcN the particular evcnt of the hiktory, that it
becoinc., far casier to staînp it upoI1 the memiory and to,
contra.it it and compare it witil surrouniding facts and cemts.
Thxis study is, Iikecwise, far froin bcing uscless. In fact %vc
scarce can fort» an idea of its utility %vithout we niake use
or it a few tinics as a mecdiumx whcrcby wce rnay attain our
end-the kniowlcdtge of thc past.

An exalliple: Taking up Goldsmithx', 1lIistory of Roie,
wu finci that ini the third ycar of the foundation of the Etcr-
nal City. the great cvent kuxown as the Rape of the Sabincs;
took place. The Sabines having beu invitcd to partakc ini
festivitics ini honour of a Roman god, the young Romnans
rushced out upon thcmi and carried thein, off to tixcir homes.
Goldsmxith tells us that the cvcnt wvas rccordcd not only ini
thc archives but also on the coins of the country. Thcn
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