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)n the nature, and improvement of the Faculty of Memory.
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NQ faculty. of the human mind is more various in di\fferé‘hi ;i)-q_r’fons,;.nor}
. \-perhapsumore inexplicable in regard to the caufe of thofc varieties, than:
that ot the memory, ;-While fome. men - hgve. hardly memory ; fufficient -to
qualify.them for-the eafieft and dulleit employments of life, thereare others
who rarely ever forget any thing they hear or read with attentioni:. Seneca
fays of himfelf that hearing upwards of two hundred verfes recited by diffe~
rent perfons, he repeated the wlole from .memory,. in the exa& order in
which he heard them; and whatis yet more.extraordinary, that he. repeat-
ed, inthe fame manner, -two thoufand: names, from, hearing’ them on=
ly onceread over.:+- It is recorded of Mr.-Pafcal, that till:the decay of his
health impaired his-memory,. he forgot nothing of what he had done, read,
or thought, ‘in any part:of his rational. age. 3. :Andas I:have been «credibly
informed, the editor # of one of the newl{papers, now printed. in London,.

publifhes the whole of the {peeches-in the Houfe of Commorns, entirely -

from memory. . . S S ST o , e
. Thefec are phenomena of memory. of which mankind in general-can {carce-
ly form an idea, they are fo far beyond the reach of common capacity. .They
may alfo, I prcfume, beadmitted as exceptions to the commonly received
maxim, : . e T RN C R
i : -~ That, * in the foul while memory prevails, © .o ...,
= . . % Thefolid power of underftanding fails.” § & 5 .=, Loy

- That thismaxim; however; though liable to. many:exceptions; i§ not:én-
tirely.without foundation, perhaps cannot be. denied?,but I apprehend;. it
ought to be reftrifted to onekind of memory only. - <The faculty of memory
is of two'kinds,.- paffive. and atlive,; or what . Ariftotle /calls; mpemé ind
_Ananinefis, - The firft _is:fimple atention, or that by which images.are
preferved in.the mind without any. effort of its own ;. the fecond: is recollecs
tion, or-the:ifaculty. of reviving-former imgreiﬁbns,-; and calling::up ‘ideas;
by. the.a&ivity of -the mind itlelf. . The: above maxim' of Mr:.-Pope, l:am
apt to.think, ought to be refttiéted to the firfliof thefe. It.is cerfain;that a
very. furprizing degree ;of what -it called pafive memory, hath frequently
been-found éver in perfons bordering on'idiotifm. - I might hefe mention
one inftance: partly: within:my.owni knowledge.. I-have feen a; difcourle;
of upwards.of half:.an:hourlong, printed.fiom the memory:: of &::perfony
© whd, Lhave:been aflured:from undoubtedauthority;: was.at ;theé:famertimé
fo défeftive intinderftanding, as well as.igi;almoft every. other. mental facul
“ty, that he-couldshardly ber made ito compréhend.the:medning:of; any;ond
fer'tence, in the:whaletdifconrfe; ‘which: he {o' exattly retainéd in-miemory;
The!fame;peifon has alfofrequently répéated {everal pages; at ra. time;:frbiny
any-Greek or_Latin author; by only:hearihg; themionce read:over:toHim,
though hé: did-not-underftand aiWord ofithofeilanguagesiiz:But:this Kindsok
fimple: reter’mtion,_:figsfo 3fm-_Pr.?izi‘:ng' adegrée: xfu:_lﬂ: beafeg_ar.cfleé;as:a{ltbgethcmf
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