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“ ACTA DIURNA.”

The city of Venice enjoys the credit of or-
iginating the modern newspaper ;- but 1.be.
Heve the honour is honestly due to the Chinese,
The Chinese Gazetfe vas printed centuries be.
fore such ‘a thing was kunown in Europe. It
ditfers, however, from the newspapers. of the
United States, beiug exclusively the argan of
the Goverument in everything conuected with
the religion, Jaws, manners and customs of the.
country.  Noarticle is published that has not
first been sulunitted to the Emperor ; and after
being sanctioned by him, net a word must be
changed or added. . In 1818 an officer of the
Chinese post-aflice sutfered death for publish-
ing a false plece of intelligence. ~ What would
be the effect of exectting sich a decree in this
country may be left to the imagination of the
reader. .

Etymelogists differ as to the derivation of the
title, =ome holding that the term Guzetée came
Iram the Italian ffazerra, a magpie or chat-
terer, 2 others that it derived {from gazella, a
furthing of Venetian coin, which was once the
commoen pric:: of BEeWSpapers in the great com-
mercial queen of the Adriatic.  The first news-
paper in Venies was published by the Govern-
ment, and only once a wonth. The jealousy
of the Covernment, however, did not allow 1t
to be printed, and for a long time after the in-
vention of printing, the Gazette of Venice was
circulated only in manuseript. - Borrowing the

kint from Venice, other Gorernments success-
ively established small gnzettes until they be-
came common to every civilized country.

The author of the ** Curiosities of Literature,”
Lowever, as already hinted, is mistaken in
awarding the honour of the idea to the Vene-
tans.  Gazettes were not only published at a
wueh eartier period in China, but the Roman
historians yuote the deta Jriurne Pepuli, or
the Daily Advertisers of that empire, which
denbiless furnished the original thought to the
mijers of Venice. When Julius Ciesar entered
upen his first consalate ififty-nine years before
the Chriztian era) he introduced a new regula-
tion for committing to writing and publishing
daily all the acts of the people. Therefore
Newspapers were uot unknown to the Romans.
In the galleries which Cicero constructed at
his villa at Tusculum in imitation of the schools
of Athens, among the amusements of those who
frequented them was that of a datly newspaper,
which reeonded the chief occurrences of public
note and general interest, with the more private
intelligence of births, deaths and marriages,
amed the fashionable arrivals, in much the same
matner as those of rores wodern date. It was
not, indeed, issued for circulation, being merely
‘hung up either in the forum or some other place
of resort, and published under the sanction of the
Government for ‘general information, "but it
may be presumed that it was' copied for the
private accommodation of the wealthy. It will
thus be seen that our * bulletins” daily dis-
played at the different ~nmewspaper ‘offices are
not, as muny suppose, of wodern origin.

The Aatn IHurna also contained an author-
ized narrative of the transactions worthy of
notice which . happened’ at Rome.  Petronius
bas given us”a ~pecimen of the Adcta Diurna in
his weeount of Trimaleus ; and it is curions to
see how nearly a Homan newspaper runs in the
stvle of an Awnerican one.. Whatever inform-
atton it coutained was supplied, as are the
papers of the present day, by repurters, who
were ealled “uetuarii?’ '
Ve may be sure, also; that these  Roman
bulletin-boards were susrounded by as eager a
crowd of citizens as those of our own day, since
Pintarch states that the country . people were
very carious in regard to the affairs  of their
neighbours. The inhabitants of the cities, he
{urther says, thronged the court and other pub-
lic places to hear the news. . Juvenal notices
the keenness of the Homan women for deluges
and earthquakes ; while, as at the present day,
merchants and . surveyors of corn were wont to
invent false news for interested purposas.. This
last practice, however, was attended with some
risk, as it was not uncommon to put the bearers
of bad news to death, L :
We' gather farther from- references made to
the detee [Hvrnn by Seneca and ather contem-
poraneous writers that it ‘contained abstracts. of
the proceedings in conrts of law, and at public
assembilages ; also accounts of public works or
“buildings in progress 5 a recital of the various
punishients inflicted vpon offenders, and a list,
of births, deaths, marriuges, ete. We are told
that oneartivle of news-iu which it particalarly
Coaboundesd was that of reports of trials for di-
“vorees, which were remarkably prevalent among
“the citizens of Rome. :

A fewextracts from these Homan newspapers
care not couly euriois in themselves, ‘but:illus-
trat: the tuet that wankind are much the same
o all ages and gomiteies—1the progress of events
oand the socna] and eivil relations of seciety. very
L eshmibars~connnon incidents ‘happening for the
st part aitke to Wl The nawmes of Paulus
~Fanilius, - the conqueror of Mucrdon, Papilius.
Aabusy tive Janous anmbassador,  Juling. Casar,
deeri ant Hoertensins apary'/an air'of inport-
Cange evew 1o the trivial circuomstances mey-
tioned in these eXtracts: o

SOEIFTH CRALENDS OFAPRIL,
: ' 581
¢ The Fasces with cEmilius the onsul.

YEAR-OF ROMF,

**The cbnsﬁl,‘ crownell with Juure), sactificed
at the Temple of Apollo.  The senate assenbled
st the Curia’ Hostilia ‘abont :the eighth: hoar,

and a decree pussed that the I'reetors should
give sentenre according to.the edicts which
were of personal validity. M. Seapula was ac-
cused of an act of violence before the Practor.
Fifteen of the judges were for condemning him,
and thirty-three for adjourning the cause.”

“ This M. Scapula was probably a sort of
* Tammany rough,’” and the Prretor the justice
or the mayor.

CFOURTH OF THE KALENDS OF APBIL.
4 The Fasces with Licintus the Consul.

“ 1t thundered, and an oak was struck with
lightning in that part of Meunt Palatine called
Summer Velia, early in the afternoon. A\ frny
happened in a tavern at the lower end of the
Bauker's street, in  which the keeper of the
Hog-in-Armor tavern was dangerounsly wounded.
Tertiniug, the rdile, fined the butcher for
selling meat which had net been properly in.
spected by the overseers of the market.  The
fine is to be employed in building a ¢hapel to
the temple of the goddess Tellus." .

Some of the readers of I'oiter's lmerican
Menthly may recolleet that a few years ago
Ranker’s street in New York vity wus noted for
its frays ; so the resemblance is striking, The
“ Hog-in-Armor Tuvern” was probably at the
Five Points of Rome.

“CTHIRD KALENDS OF APRIL,
Y The Fasceswith JBwmidius,

‘1t rained stones on Mouunt Vatican. Par-
thenius, the tribune, sent his erier to the cousul
beesnse he was unwilling to convene the senate
vn that day ; but the Tribune Decimns put iu
his veto, aud the affair went no farther. Thirty
beys amd forty girls were born at Trimalehi's
estate at Cuma.  The same day a five broke out
in: Pompey's gardens, which began in the uight
in the steward’s apartments,®’

“PRIDIE KALENDAS APRILLS,
t The Fasees with Licinius.,

*The Latin festivals were celebruted on the
Alban Mount, and a dole of raw fish distributed
to the people. Dimiphron, the famous pirte,
who was taken by Licinius Nerva, a provincial
lieutenant, crucified. The red standard was
displayed at the capitol, and the consuls obliged
the youth whe were enlisted for the Macedonian
war, to take a pew oath of allegiance iu the
Campus Martins. Paulus, the cousul, aud C.
Qctavius, the prator, set out this day for Mace-
donia in their habits of war. The funeral of
Marcia was performed with greater pomyp of im-
ages than attendance of mourners.  The ponti-
fex, Sempronius, proclrimed the' Megalesian
plays in honor of Cybele.”

At the present day, iustend of there being
maore imnges than mourners, there would be
niore carriages, since we have so far adopted
the unfeeling: fashion of London that it is now
vot strange 16 hear some of our fashionable peo-
ple,” while affecting to” depiare the loss of n
friend, ‘add the remark that they sent their
carriages to-the luneral.

® FOQURTH OF THE NONES OF APRIL,

CCA ver saerum was Vownd, pursuant to the
opinion of the Lollege of -Priests. - The fleet
stationed on the African coast entered- the port
of Ostin with the tribute of that province.
An entertainment. was given -to- the people by
Marcia's sona at their mothert’s funeral. Popiliug
Senos, €. Decimus and C. Hostilling were sent
as “ambassadors in" a joint commission to the
king of Syria and FEgyvpt in order tn accommo-
date the differences about which they are now at
war."’ )
“FIFTH KALENDS OF AVRIL, YEAR OF RuMFE

. 641,

+ M. Tullius Cicero ypleaded in defence of
Cornelins 8yla, acensed by Torquatus of bring
in Cataline’s conspiracy, aud gaiued his cause
by a majority of five judges. One of the Prietors
advertised by an edict that he should postpone
his sittings for five days on acecount of hisdaugh-
ter's marriage. - C. Cisar set out for hiy gov.
ernment of the farther Spain, haviug been Jong
detained by his creditors.” : :

“FOURTH KALENDS UF SEPTEMEBER.

““ The funeral. of Metilla Pias, a Vextal, was
celebrated. ©-She way ‘deposited in the family
vault'in the. Amelia road. ~Q.-Hortensius har-
rangned thie people abiout the censorship tie.,
delivered a stump electioneering specch in his
own behalfy,  Advices arrived from Etroria that
the remnants of the late conspirators had begun
a tumult, headed by L. Sergins” 0

There is no neeessity for extending these quo-
tations from the ol Ruman newspapers further,
These exampley show that,-in the ordinary pro-
gress of events,” there is but little change. “The
thing that hath been, it is that which shull be ;
and that which is doue is that which shudl be
doue, and there is no new thing under thesn.””
The Roman editions, -however, were more con-
cise than the moderns ; awml paragraphs detail-
ing scenes amd events like these, with ny wonld
b extenided to thrice their Tengah .7 Nor do we
find in Koman editorials the modern excuses for
positive untruths, such as, ** I we are not mis-
anken,! and O This wants confirmation.” o
" The hictory of the lives which ‘have come
down to us show that, in ‘the Raman republic,
with all’ its boast d equality und freedom, . the
senate frequently ¢ontinued to exercise a power
ns arbitrary as that of the sternest despot,  Like
‘the procecdings of sll-arbitrary hodies, those of
the: Roman Senate wonld not henr the test of
publicity, “and therefore all: mention of their
actw or discitssions was prohibited .in the Aol

by Suetonius in his life of that great man, upon
obtaining his first consulship,” made provisions
for giving the sate publicity to all the l)rm‘.cvd-
ings of the senate \\-I\ich already existed forthe
more popular assemblies. - In the time of Au-
gustus, however, the govermment had ‘again so
far assumed asdespotic churacter that an institu-
tion of this nature was considered fnconvenient,
and therefore repealed 5 while, atthesame time,
the utility of this Jdaily record was still further
narrowed by the “destruction of popular assem-
blies and by the sanguinary laws promulgated
against libels, under which head was probably
clagsed the publieation of any circumstances un-
pulatable to those in power. By way of still
further restruining the liberty of thie pen in the
reign of the Emperor Augustus, it was onlained
that the authors of all lampoons and satirieal
writings should be punished with death; and
succeeding tyrants llrnqm-uﬂy availed thenmselves
of this severe enactment to wreak their ven-
geance on those they hated or had occasion to
dread—a course not wholly unlike that pursued
by vindictive men in our own adny, when they
avail themselves of the anomalous state of the
law of libel to inflict deep and often total ruin
upon'those whoe may haveuneousciously brought
themselves within the operation of the law. Al
though the Keman Gazette contained necessarily
a very meagre abstract of public events with the
awkward writing materials then in use, yet it
appears that the art of the short-hand writer was
not unknown to the Romans, for we read that
persous of this deseription were employed by
Cicero to take down verbatim the speech of Cato
in the celebimted debate of the Rowan senate
upon the punishment of those who had been
concerned in the Cataline conspiracy.

FASHION NOTES.

Paxiegs made entively of lowers are worn in
Paris,

Cmsese red and old gold are the favourite
calours i furnitnre coverings this season.

PrErry batiste ties, in pale pink and blue, at
Macy’s, are heavily embroidered vu the euds,

Tur handsomest coacliing parnsolsare in wide
Jripes of satin in strongly contrastmg colours,

FreENcH wonten make paniers from the apron
fronts of old dresses, cutting them fo two and using vor-
half fur each panier.

Tur fushionable style in gentlemen's Losiery
is in clouded goods, ju which obscure effects are shown
in cardinal, brown and savy blue,

Tue crepe effect so extensively introduced this
sexson i given in & new sammer silk called moude siik.
1t comes in eoru, fiwn, gnrnet st fevres blue,

AsoNe the new fashions are the jet embroid-
ered bonnets, the fine jets being exaqpisitely wrought on
net, tulle and satin. Other styles of netted jot are maudie
over satin, :

OF course, it had to come.  Pinafore is to he
the popular pame for new atyles in colturs, neekties, hiats
and other articles of clothing - or adornment during the
season Just apening. L

Rictt Black silk costumes are made up in
polonaise ‘with' revers fronts ; the tevens ace formed
either of satin, brocaded or wateced ailk, with colinr aml
sleeve trimming 1o corresponl,

Fovranns in chintz figures are trimmed with
silk to correspund with the darkest” figures, and beguti.
fatly-tinied peart buttoos iolaid incolones 0 correspoud
with the different colonrs of tha dress,. .

BeLrTs are very fashionableand are of all wa-
terials, leather and velvet being the most popular.
‘Leather are the best, and these hive 5 s unll satchel ate
tached to the belt, which 1s usefnl in carrsying coin.

.-

HUMOROUS.

Turew cannot be named:a single pursuit or
enterprise of humun bejugs in whieh there ia so little
possibitity of fatlure as in praying for sanctifieation.

I'T"deesss’t take long fora rural neighbourhiood
to find out what kind of carpats and furnitire @ newly.
arrived family posaess, afiee the usuad retnd of form)
cills have heen made by absarving womey.!

NEW Yous pioposes 1o eall baek its. Pinafore
companies betore the next ecensus i ke I it don’t
there is no konwing where the balanes of power:will
light.

PortaukErrsik ix 1o have a home for ald en-
ONow who" aske the Kingstan  Freeman, ' ooiil vodow
A home for old women {7 What foolichnesst Peur sir,
‘h-yrc wre po ulid wumen. ! .

Tue present plan adopted by churches of mak.
ing eontributivns by envelapes: ronhles o 1aan to drop
twn old-fashionad curt-wheel copper conts Into the basket
with as mitch style and Honrich as i they were tegde dol-
lars at par. -

A wEALTHY bank officer, on beingapplied to
tor aid by a needy Irishiman, replied, peruluntiy ;> No,
no L ean’t help you; 1 have fifty anch appliicnnts ks yon
nvery day.”" % Share, and you mnight have i hundresd
witheut costing you mueh, i nobaty geta were than 1
d0,” was the response, : )

WE onece heard of -a poor Tellow, n ieporter,
whe was epgage! to the lady of his eholes for fonrteen
yeurs, st the end of which thine sha aged him for broach
of gromise. Hu pleaded in defenen thut His henrt wax in
theright place, but hie had not bean able to get o day off
in which 1o consummate the coutrnet. . Ie wan neqguitted
upon the strongth of this pira aod the equally weighty
one that ha hisd no muney wad owed foraix weeks' wiwh.
ing. P e : :

THEY come, they vome U Already the seaeser.
pent has hean seen twicr off Neawport, s benr eame ot
af the wouds<at Catakill, nnd the wild man ran naked st
of a awarmf in Texus, and bit g whole porterdivise stenk
“out of o man before help arrdved, And fast Satunlay
ulieht, a1 the last strake of twelve, aodury fignre with up.
riiseit nrms stoad on o the poereli-of the Burlington ecourt
honse and aadd. it
He was tnken ’long nnd fined £3.55, :

Tuey say that profanity wua. not knowa in
the worbil antil ane day, somewhete ghout five hundrad
years before the Christlun ern, when Aristides chnsing
from bis uffice in dedpernte haste to eateh tin st atreet

Ht HrY" tn seprleheal tones,

Browisag into the muzzle of a shot-gun is u
standird method of produciog newspaper items,. 1t re.
mains for n young Ind down town to futrodnee o viria
tion. - The strect hose wouldn't work @ -the waler was
turned on at the saphreot sil right, bot there seathed to be
W obstrantiun, - Te plaeed bis mouth completely over
the eml of the nozzle nud bBlowed  fust ance,” Tho pres.
sure of the whole reservoir sthhdenly broke lowse, cons
centrated {nto that oue nozzie The Ll 16t go with his
month and ant down wbout ity feet nwny, down the
street, wand he has not yet been relioved of the impression
thit hia brain i watersouhed,

MUSICAL AND DEAMATIC.

Lox0uX érities say that Caponl’s voiee s Jost
much of its furmer beanty.

Prevry Visie Unaney will be the heyoine aof
n uew English aperettn next sensum,

farene, the composer, whao has been seriousiy
ill, is proveunced to be mueh belter,

P ds said thet Miss Mary  Anderson, daring
the past season, has wade gnite o pretty fortane,

S A GrErMAN composer, Tlerr Albert DHedrich,
bas sot the story of Robin Hood ns a threeant opers
which his been suevessfiily produced ot Fraukiore,

Jo Ll Toons and wife celebrated their silver
weodding Aprit 25, One hubdrsl gaests, more or dess
literary and artistie, sttended, each bringing n gift of
silver,

Tur death in Paris is announead of the com-
paser Arnobdi. -Io his capacity of professor of Suging he
wis the teaoher of Faure, Bouby, snd of & miaber of
other theatrical celebritiea,

Tue Varis Foprre publishes the muste of
wareh eomposesd by Congt Beast, the Nustrinn Hintas
sudoy at Paric, in toneour of the silver wedding of the
Vanpernt ansd Bipress of Austrii,

N1, Sveya, the new tenor, who hag just made
his fiest appearance in Lemtao, is deserilind anu ™ hernde”
tenor, his volee beimr of the peeniior quality’ w
makes it diffienlt 1o decide whether iU is 5 eh beititone
or 4 low lenor,

THE Gyve season of opera has not been a sues
cost 01 Covent farden. | There have been u number of
i singers whe have sot partienlariy sbissinpgaiahed
themselves, nd sot sven Capoual, Manured ol Gruzian:
have oade the season brillinnt,  Scwe of the Bitherto
ankoown artists aze ridicnied o the Londons press,

M UErnign is to aceompany Mro Avthwy
Nudfivan and Mreo WS, Gifbert pext Qotoln? to Amerien
whese 1 new sotiie opera by these twa jut prntieom
wili be produceid, ander the persatal snperinteodence of
the composer. JEivintendemd to Bt the perbanaanees of
the piece fur some cossiderable fime o the Unoed States,
This provect 15 the tesult of a suacher ol applioatinns fromn
vatiots Amnericnn manngers, who have neited Iarge suts
by the exutdoridioary success af the Piuaforse

THE CANADIAN TLLUSTRATED NEI'S,

‘The itinstentions in the CaNADIAN TLIUSIRATED Npw s
this v Divve been prepared with anusint care, und.
takingg it b sl the peeaent s i very ereditabie num

ber.  Amonge the dluctrations are: o view of ghe A
Asanciation bailding : the innugurabion of 1he Teling -
the steamer ™ Filgate " running the rapids © the “Peakan
mafeh hetaween the Mootread and Chuoghonawarn Clabe g
the grambreview ; the reception of the 1y Jaeques
Cartine pi=r ; the voluntesrs drilling by the iy e fight
and the decomtions o the harboar, — Wilnese, Wanfren!,

The CANALIAN ICLUATRATEL NEWS thic werk e
an exestlent nmnber, and cobtaiusa number of st
tione with respaet 10 the celebration of Her My .
Rirthdny.  The st is a view of the Aet Assceiation
bhudiding, tukes fronp about Cathonrt street, - Nexy is an
interior sépee 1t the top of the staies, Hiz Exesdloney and
Ho RO having fust reached the sop of the hanmding,
Then wo have the lperisee mateh and & (wo pugesbheteh
aof the grand review - We have also shooting the rapids,
the reception nf the Thinteenth. and the sceneion the
Charmp ole Mars an Bt ap by the magoeshn Hght' The
reading matfer i glsg excelleat —Star Montregl,

)

The CANAPIAN TLLUSTRATD NEWS this wiek is more
than extra-in its Sidustrations.. Pl troups massinig wo
the resiew gronnds, the reeeption of ihe' Lth Broakiye.
and the opening of theart galiery are nlt weil dane, aud
reflect much ereditupon the nriist of snr eontemprarary
Our © Canndian Hinstrded 7 awill soon equat its aiater iy

tee Motheriaud. oo Igrold, Moniroad,

TR JLLUSTRATED NIWson Tl jodrend, Carnada™s 18
Justriated pajoer, presents an nausslly brilboant appear-
anee this week, thaigh far that mutier itis nlways«a
sheet. The artists employsd by the Huatrated Neowr ciue.
fally follow the wmovements of the Viee Regal party in
their outs, and give fithtaUrepresentations of thedni.
ing ou the Chimp e Mars by slectrie Vet the shouting
of the Laehine Uapids by the Bent bearing the $lti
Brioklyn Reghnent, the Lacrosse mateh by the Mountival
wod Caughoawagachubs, the opening of the At Associn.
tion ishling by the Governordienerad sud the Princess,
nod the grand Roview and ehim battle in Qs Bink-
dny. The lastnamed sketeh in n tioe one, and dispiays
very great talent fn the artist. . It covers i whole page
of the journal, ansd affords a4 fuld phnorsmis sview ol fhe
Swhole field: shoawing sventhe X egesomd of the priveipa
parties eogaged,  FEveey bouse in Mantreal sthouadd bave
it frtaeed and preserved - et Motdres!,

OUR CHESS COLUMN.

. Nolutions Lo Problemy sent in by Correayandent
willbedulyacknowiedged . - :

— .

S PP EORRESPONDENTS,

JoW s, ‘\lnn!rvé\!.‘«»imth\r received,  Thanke

Stndeat, Montrend, —Corroet solution recyived uf o,
blemn N w2, : B

W Al Turontae=Letter resaived, Will quawer Ly
poat. ST )

R.E M, Sterbrooke, Q. Correet solution teaeived
of Troblem . Nao 206, wlaa, gorreet sointion of Problem
for Young Players; No, 82 and 24, :

fLtey

o W, Monteral - Corvet soluation of  Problms for
Young Pinyere Noo 220 roceivd,

The Fsxay con  Chess by Mans. Dedannoy which
gilued the tlest prize ut the Parie Litarary "Fournpinent
vught to be rewl by every ehessplayer in orderthat he
may rightl‘v atilarctivnd the binprortanee of his Givourity
game, il b
thint b niny be joditerd ax Soou e qeassitide to pat him-
aedf i W pisftien to reap soieeof the advnutages which
A Vet b hus dob properly ssibmated, Tl

Fus writerde ovhitenty a choss enthusingt, whose de:

car, wan stopped by Thensistocles, wha wanted {0 teil
him haw the rhenmatinm had ) eecrmnbling him newrly

Divurpe, until Jiilins Caanr; as we gre-informeid

all winter and how many things he had 1ried for it

votion tr the gime s oot beon  dimintahed elither by
the tri b uf Lo ar fneronaing 3 enrs, nethe fotleaying P
et will fally prove, : ; S

Cevery ine Whivis uoti ehessplpyor w0



