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TUE OLD AND NEW YEAR.

'Tm-‘m, are scarcely any phrases in our language

" like many others of ulm.l soiemnity, they are ven--
" dered so familiar 10 our ears by frequent. repe-
sion, that it scems almost suporﬂuou: to enlarge
| thereon. "Yet.still, toa thinking mind, what a
cour:c of -thought, is laid ‘open_by.the simple

ent!..

orml; ‘of the pn:t nnd pr
mmh rendy to Toceive us,
d ‘never again To, open.

mom

hrough. the- transparent but
xmpa.snblc b-xrner ol he pmh we have, lrodden,
. where the oid Year-is alrcndv "mdun]lv blend-
Vith ‘thie dim colounn” of its predecessor;.-
am would we dwell on the view (“ hich bccome;
ore-gttractive in proporuon ‘as'we rcccde !here-
from) bt no—no—ive nre hurtied; on\\urd' on-
rd—b\ an - inv mblc arm, even that:
.nm\t fmher of our’ race—Time 1 Witk rising
- *hope do we turn to where (he Future lies <prc:ul
befurc i ity loo, lins lhc snmc filmy sereen; reced-
~ing ever slm\h before our eyes as we advance on
our way, and seeming, like its twin sister—The
~incomparably’ fairer when viewed at dis-
tance. | Scotland's lnmented Cnmpbcll lms sm:e!l)
and trul) sun"
Ly dl-unce lends enclummont :o tlu.- \lm y i
CL Am\ robés the mounm.'uu in their. azure hue
W ould that it were not so sadly trie, oven as
'ﬂ.‘"'\l‘d: tme i—low man\‘ bnght hopes do we
oﬁen indulgeat the .opening of the \e“ Year—
how, ctqmsucl\- fair are.the visions \\hxch float
Lgforé the mind, and which ‘are to be realized at
ndeﬁnue pcnod or pcrxods of "the year !—

“njlui-er siill as: far from Lho:.c fairy land-

~'whichcontain more’ food for’ thoughit'than do |
“respectively. The Old and New Year, and yet, |

hruse=—lhc Old and New, Y ear=the respective,
Of these, one;
ile thie other closes |
"AT that'solenin,
, when the midnight bell chimas slowly 3
snd sndl) forth the' furcno]l w"the' Old Year, } i
ous]v do we turn, 1o cast &’

of! the:

‘their own ObJEl.b “ let shp the'dogs of war,”-to
‘Irm ge and' desoldte” the earth:
“ture’to -xs,urc ns llm: the close ot‘ thi
‘not- bchold these Tow penc..ful Provinees  the
first:} c saw,th cm, llll the dn\\n'

Another measure is then exhausted of the time’
“allotted 6 each of ts—it can nevér again be re-

called (an idea sorrowful enough in uself ') and

"of . that amount of time, how much has been idly

lavished on trifles unworthy the attention even

“of a rational mind !—how many opportunities of

benefiting our fullow ereatures have been allowed -

to pass unhccde.l—nml, in chort, how very little
of it has been'devoted to the'great work of sal-
vation—* the one 1hm~ negdful.”

: Tlow, many- clnn"e;, too, mn
n the couise of the' past)y Il these now
sa before us in’ their former and clearer zolour-

Some nrc.‘pcrlmpe mouhlermn- in the. "m\e,

while other., though sull in life, are, as it were, -
dead’ to us—either from being - remo ved to ans -

nlmost 1mmensurnblc dhmnce, or, worse sull—
from total estrnn"emem | O T

01’ the pre:cnl: occasion there are many ren-
sons: why, we. should look for“urd with - more
than usunl”’ xmcrc~L to' the opening year.” The
course of events is gradually déepening, and may
burst forth l\l.e 1 torrent. Amongst the naticos
same mighty movement scems going- forward,
which, though now like the’ subtelrnneuus ﬁrcs.

“invisible and mcomprehen:nblv.. may anon bréak

forth with voleanic impetudsity. ~Who may teil

‘where this. state of things will. end—who'can
thich conconl; the next, fe“ months

raise the veil
from our eyes, and show whather the pawers who
now stand ‘armed and girded for_ the comcs(.

"fercely and _yenloualw regarding thc movements
rof cnch other—whether they will at lengthcome

o nn amicablo, urrnnﬂement, or,in pursnit: of

enr m'\

fierce u'ml s'nnguinixr

- hnve._occurred '

Of the friends -who welcomed with us the ;
dux\n of the' year, and wha s)mpmluzed in our’
hopes and n=p1muons, “few ma) witness its. close!

T l\o may.ven- -

resound on lhe oppo=m" “shores of the St. Law- "

;‘rence ? Hca n grant lhnr. such- ‘be not th ense, |




