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A Happy New Year.

Twelve months age these words were on pearly
-everybady’s lips, and they are repeated at the
oeginning of this year by t ¢ ycung and the old,
the 1ich and 1he pocr, the saint and the sinver.
If wishes could make ua bappy we might be assured
that the present year will be one of abandant
-checrfulness,  But wishes carry with them neither
sorrow uar goy. They express a desire, -— nothing
more, A happy wan is «ne who adapts himedlf to
the ** happemues.” Buappimess largely depends,
vot yp n What others do «r thivk, but upen whar
we do aud think, not upon evenie, which, in G d's
wravidercs muy transpire, but upun how we
permit them to ndluence us.  Happiness is a
eondition ; and when we .can say with Paul, ¢ I
‘have lenrued 1n wh tsowver state I am, thurewith
to be content,” our happiness is to a great ex ent
‘beyond the p- wer of .circumstances. 1t is thus 1
‘the pwer of everyone to make the year upun which
we have just ehwered voe of alidiug and plentevus
thappiness. Tue CHRISTIAN'S wish tu i18 readersis,
that they may esch pisinly sce «dud's band in the
events of the coming year, and thus have the
<happivess which ¢mes from the conviciivn that,
¢+ Ju doth all thivus well

‘In the year whose dying kuell has been sounded,;
FuE CHRISTIAN has regularly visited the homes of!
«its readers.with messages suited to each. For .all-t
‘who were bowed down by sorrow it had words of:
genunine sympathy, ard for all who rejoiced it hud
‘words of cougratulation. There were words of
warning for thuse who were wrapped up in tho’
ginful pleusures of this life, that they mighe be
aroused 1 time to avoid the threatened danger;i
aud there were wurds of encouragemeut for thuse
who were striving toward that perfection, which
was exemplificd in the life of Christ, that they
might endure unto the end. It has endeavored o
make the bad goud, sud the good better; to make
tho careless earnest, and the earnest more 80 ;todo
good to all according as it had opportunity.

Now that 1801 will live only in our memories, it
is well for us to glance back and see wursclves as
we appear in it. What was our coudition a year
ago! What is our condition now! The sun has

risen upon us three hundred and sixty-five times.
Did it sce us the same on the last as on tho first?
Ne! Thore must have been somo change, and the
question 16, ** Has 1t been for better or for worsel"
Have wo grown in grace as wo havo grown in
years? Have we increased in usefulnuss with
increasing opportunitics Havethegond resolutions
wo mude & year ago been steadfsstly adhered tui
Gud gave us a clean payge upon which o write.
What is written, is written. Are we satisfied with

11t, or no? Lot us be encouraged by our succoss,
and warued by our failureg,

Is it woll to make Nuw Yuur resolutional Yus,—:
if they are good ones pud we intend by Gd's help!
to kevp them. Therejs a sustaining powerin a vow,
which does not always exist where none hag been’
recorded It may proye as wings to the soul which!
wishes to rise. When a man says in reforence to]
some duty, **I will‘do 1t,” the chances for its beinzi
dune are groster thau if he bad made no such deter-
mination, Without it he wueuld have had only his
senso of duty urging him on, and that ig often suffici-
ent, but with itduty s remnforged both by his hongur
and his veracity  Without it he may defuc tlf daty |
seems no longer duty, .1

]

g

While goud resolutions suem to spring up with'
tho fitst rieing sun of the new year as uaturally as
the grass 1n spring tune — and alao in many cuses,
liko thes grass, perish befure wiuter ¢ imes, — there
18 no good reason why they should be ¢ mfined to
any one season. A person says in refurence to g
bad habit or sin, ** Well Tknow I showd abaudun
this, and I mntend to du 8o a8 soon as my birthday
cumes reund, or when this year cluses.” What
does that mean? It mesns that he will hug the
darhnyg a httle Jouger, aud when his set time comes’
round 1t may be thav the darling 18 hugging him,
aud will ot let him go.  The ttwe to censo stnning
18 now ; the time to begin doing gond is now,
** Buast not thyself of to.morruw, fur thou knoweat
not what a duy may bring torth.™

Every year 1s full of certaintics, of probabilities
and of possibilities, Among the certainties we inny
inciude the death of muitons of our race. That is
wevitable, No puwer can provent it.  Among the
probubilities we may safely placo the departure f
some of our friends. Who, we caunot say; wheu,
we caunot tell.  But that some of them will be
called away wo caunot d .ubi.  Awong the piossi-
bilitzes we must enroll our own flight as on an
«aglo’s pinions to anather world, This yetr may
have that 1o store for us; some year has, We may
be sirong now, without an ache or a pain; we may
be young and hopeful; but su were mnny a year
ayo who are now 1n the company of those whase
irials are all awver. There.are ten thousand other
certainties and probabilities and posstbitities, buc
each can eay to himself:

“ And now my soul, another year
Of thy short hife 1a pasi;
Thou cun'st not lony continue here
And this may be thy last.”

1Is it well for us that we do not know what the
future has in stors for us? The fact that we do
not is cunclusive proof that we should not; for it is
God who has drawn the veil, and Hu not only
knows what is best, but does it as well. ‘Tuois is

true, whether wo can discover the roasvuns or not;

but those are as open to the thoughtful mind as the
stars in the heavens are visible to the watchful eye
on a clear Decomber night. Dues the prisoner
awaiting the day of his execution look forward to
the end with as much composure as the incurable
invalid? By no means; and nevertheless the lattor

_may bo the first to cross the dividing line between

this world and tho next, and his passing over may
be the rougher. It might bo said that if 4 wan
saw his path befure himn as the locomotive engineer
socs his railway track, he would be able to avoid
dangers to which, as things now are, he is con-
stantly exposed; but it muat be said that tho very
fact that the engineer govs with extremo caution

| over & bridge whose stability is questioned should

be to all a warning aud an example in view of the
uncortainties of lifs. ** We know vot what a day
‘nor an hour may bring forth.” ¢ [ say unto ali,
Watch,”

Swift as the winged arrow flies,
Speedily the mark to find;

As the lightning from the skies
Darts and leaves no trace behind:

Swiftly thus our fleeting yoars
Boar us down lifu’s rapid stream;

Upward, Lord, our spirt's raise,
Al bulow is but a druam.

Thanks for mercies past received,
Pardon of our sins resew;

Teach us henceforth how tu live,
With eternity 1 view,

Blrss thy word to old and young,
Full us with a Siviour's Juve;

XK -up us, lest our feet should stray,
Tull we reach thy coucts sbove,

ITEYS AND YEWS,

Reap the editorisl.

Yot will find ** church news” iyt ’restip;

DoN'r furgst to repew your subscription.
pay vur bille every month.

We

WEg ¢,ngratulate the brethren a+ S mth Bmge,
un the successinl opening of their new chu-ch
houge. Digby Cu is louking up.

Bro. G D WEgAVER is visiting his parents in
Digby Co. and preached for his homes church
last Liord’s duy

SEVERAL interesting articles have reachod us
just as wo wo to.press They will appear in our
next i-sue,

ANy of our subscribers can have a specimen
copy of THE CHRISTIAN sent to their friends by
sending us their address on a postal card.

FroM a private letter from Ountarin we are
informed that an earunest effort will be mads in the
near future to organiz> a band of disciples in
Montreal. [tis likely that the brethren all over
Canada will be asked to aid in this worthy enter-
prise. We feel sure that the disciples of the
Muritime provinces will give generously to help
establish the canse of Carust in tho chtef city of
the Dowiunion.



