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Meroy and ‘I'ruth ave mot together;
Righteousness and peaco have kirsed oach othor: |
Truth shall spring out of tho earth, and
Righteousucss shall look down from hoavoen,

— DPsulms lokav, 10 11

Many things in the Old Testament point to the |
salvation of Christ rovealed n the Now. God
claimod as His family the children of Abrabam, Isaac |

and Jacub, which grew g0 large as to becomo a|
nativn.  Ho dearly loved that nation, gave thom the [

beautiful land of Cansan. They bure His nameand
had [Iie worship, and His oracles, whilo tho other
nations had not. It was very hard for a loving
Father to punish His cluldren, and ospecially by
an alien nation, but to be truo to His chaiacter
they must bo puuished fur perasting in siv and
rebellion,  H's truth provented Ilis wercy flowing
to thom,

David is thought in this psalin to allude to the
return of Isracl from Babylun, aftor 70 years of
sore captivity. It was sad indeed to witness their
rich and beautiful house, in which their fathors
worsbipped God, stripped and burned, their king
disgraced and slain, and them and their children
in heathen sluvery; but this was the fruit o their
disrbedionce  But ofter thoy wero punished and
humbled, truth and justice met and they wore ro-
stored to their land and were pormitted to 1ebuild
the honge of the Lerd in Jerusalem.  While this
was transacted o1 earth, righteousness lovked down
with approving smiles from Heaveu.

Whilo these things came prophetically before the
Psalmist’s mind, it is thought, and justly, that he
rose far kigher to tho contemplation of the divine
attributes meoting in the person and work of the
Son of David and the Sorn of God. Whatover he
saw of God's truth and mercy shining in this, it
was but a glimmering type of tho glory that shines
in the face of this anoint. d sacrifice, Priest, Medi-
ator, and method of approaching (iod, but pointed
to Him who is the true High Priest, true Sacrifice
and only Mediator botween (God and man. He is
the way, the truth, and the life, no man ¢ meth unto
tho Father but by Him, and is bacce called by
David in this sublime passage, TRUTH. He is the
true God and oternal life.

We will consider law—its penalty aud its trans-
gressoin. Sume men who are ignorant of the scrip-
tures, of useful arts and economy, are quite expert in
the knowledge of law, of its penalties and the best
methods of evading them, others who aro intelli-
gent in Bible kuowledge, in arts and economy, don’t
know so much when it comes to points of lnw; how
is this! The Jaw was not mado for a righteous man
but for the lawless, etc. Tho honest man is not
brought oven into a court of law on his own ac-
count and seldom attends, but a lawless wan is
often there. When a man commits capital crime
how soon ho secks out the ablest and most anscru-
pulous lawyer to-assist him in his troublo. Ar in-
rocent man reeds nothing of the kind. Just laws
are to prevent or punish wrong and “work wrath »
on their victims. They proclaim *“ tribulation and
wrath ¥ instead of mercy *“ on overy ono that dooth
evil.”  How truth and mercy can meet in all their
glory in the case of the guilty, or in other words
how God justifies the ungodly and still remains
JUST, is the grandest discovery in the universe.
No wonder that the angols desired to lonk into it,
We will refer to a fow facts in ancient history, not
in an attempt to reach the urnsearchable, tut what
may bo useful in speaking of law in general and its

penalties,

Cus. 1. Tt is said of Beutus, o Ruman goneral,
that when his army was drawn up in form of battle
bofors the enemy who confronted the whole length
of his lines, he ordered his men not to accept a
challongo frem the fue to siuglo combat to decide
the issue of the day, and pronounced the sontenco
of death on the man who should disobey. Scon a
strong man from tho cuemy came forward iato the
gpaco between, and insultingly challenged Romo's
strongest man to meot him.  After onduring for a
long time his bragadecia and charges of cowardico,
the martial spirit of one of Brutus' sons was so
stung and aroused by his insclenco that ho rushed
into the space, fought a terrible duel, slow his
enemy, stripped him of his armour, won the day
for his crunteymen and returned to the arimy & mid
their triumphant shouts, But their joy was soon
turned to deepest sadness when they realized the
doom of the hernic youth, He had discbeyed a
nilitary order whose penalty was death, and
althongh the pity of a father’s heart pled for mercy
there was nono for his son, He had violated law,
and if Brutus spared bim he conld never punieh
another, the army would be disorganized and the
crmntry  riined.  Mercy and truth could not
meet here and he must die,

Case 2. An ancient king passed alaw agaiust
adultery, and decreed thas the trangressor was to
luse buth his eycs. His own son was tho first to
break the law. He was brought to his father who
also yearned in pity for his son, but law and
government were involved, justico and hunor at
stake. Ho discovered an eoxpedient. Ho was
higher in rank ar.@ law than tho offender, nu subject
was so high. He had one of his own eyes taken out
and cne of his san's, and thus he honored law and
8o far spared bis scn.  Truth and mercy met in
this case, Had a subject «ffered one or even both
of his eyes to sparc the prince it could not, on
account of inferiority be accepted, but the sacrifice
being made voluntary by one higher than the
offender, jnstice was satisfied and crime condemned.
Besides the effect this self-denial would have upon
the son, overy time his subjects looked they could
ece mercy and truth shining in the facoe of their
noble sovereign, kindling afresh their regard for
law and incroasmy their admiration of and affection
for him who was o0 just and yet so merciful,

We will suppose a thousand men risein rebellion
against a king who had an only son. Somo of the
rebels were young and led intn it, they were con-
quered and brought to justice, their sontence was
ten years banishment with hard labor, The Kiug
and his son both pitied the rebels, butlaw must
take its course. The Prince says, “ To save these
rebels I will go in their placo and put in the ten
years slavory.” The King accepts the offer and the
Privco puts in the time, enduring the greatest
hardships but grandly bearing it all. No law re-
quired him to meko this offer, but e did it for the
love and pity he bad for the rebels. The King
was nunder no obligation to accept the offer, bu:
love for the rebels caused him to give up his son,
Such was the love of hoth father and son. At the
end of tho ten years the Prince roturned and was
crowned ICing; his first act was a proclamation of
pardon to the thousand rebels that in consequonce
of his bearing their punishment ho would pardon
every one of them on plain terms which he distinet-
ly mentioned. Supposo a number of theso refuse
tho pardon and would not come to terms but rejec-
ted tho whole that was done by the king and his
son, what would bo the just and natural conse-
quence? Wonld these rebels bo pardoned when it
was romembered that the prince did all this that
they might, nnt that thoy must be saved. Coartainly
thoy would Ba guilty of rebollion increased and
sgeravated a thousand fuld by their rojection of tho
offered pardon aud contempt for all that the king
and his son had done and suffered to reconcile
them to favor and happiness. Al that witnessed it

would justify the hiat that rofused any other saori-
fico but a certain foarful looking for of judgment
and fiery indignation,

On tho other hand whoen the rebels heard the
amnesty proclamation, whon they hoard what the
King and Prince had done for them, they belioved
it with all their hoart and gladly submitted to the

termsof reconcilintion, how inoxpressible the happi-
ness of all concorned. The Kiug's love for the vebels
- has annihilatod their oumity and kindled therr love.
{ Tho prince remembeted his sacriice avd suffering
and is satisficd, and the brightest banners of tho
nation float iu tho breezo at tho roception of these
trophies of a sovereign's wisdom and love.

Bat anything to comparo with the redemption
of our fallon race hy the Sun of Gtud, oye hath not
seen not ear heard, neithor hath entered into tho
heart of mau, and many an enlightenod miud hath
struggied with tho uestion, ¢ how shall I my Sav-
iour set forth,”

Sin hath vntered intu the world, and death by
sin. Lt affuets the whole raco. The very grouad
is cursed for it, man must labor and suffue and dio
till he return to that ground from which he was
taken. It was pure when he came from it but
cursed whon ho returnod. Without shedding of
blood was nv remission, and God's worshipers
offered scarifice for 4,000 years. bat 1t was
impussible that the bloud of bulls and goats could
tal:o away sins, and oven when God's own nation
was at the zemth of its glory, his prophet exclaim-
ing **scarifice and offerings thou did not desire
butabody hast thou prepared meo, " Ps. x1. 6,7, utter-
ing 1,000 yearsin advance His words who came as 1t
wag written in the volume of the book, to do thy
will, O God. He came to take away theee scarifices
that He might establish the scarifico of that body God
had prepared for Him. Heb, xvi. Hewhocamein
dignity far above every creature named in hesven or
earth says, ‘I go to do thy will, O God, I'll gu to
seek and save the lost. Havo they reproached thee?
let these repreaches fall onme. Have they broken
thy holy law? I will fultil that law and make it
honorable. Are they for sin accursed? I will be
made aceursod by hanging on a tree.  Are they all
doomed to siuk into the ground that was cursed
for sin ! my dead body shall lie with them.” Thus
the Just offers himself for the unjnst that He might
bring them to God. No law required this, but He
who was bofore all law and above all law volunteer-
ed this sacrifice, and the loving Father accepted
it. He 80 loved the world that he gave his ouly
begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not porish but have everlasting life. The
dignity of Christ gave a value to His sacrifice. No
creature however bigh or however pure could give
his life for another, because it was not his own to
give, but Jesus in whom is lifo (Jno. i. 4) laid
down His lifo, for He had power to lay it down and
had power to take it again, God could houourably
pardon sinners through the death of His son.
Hero mercy and truth meet together and righteous-

ness and peaco kiss each other, because the True
Ono or Truth has sprang out of the earth and right-
cousness has loocked down from heaven,

How hard, how cruel for lost sinners to reject a
pardon which Jesus offors through His death, and
immediately after Ho was crowned Lord of all,
They not only refuse the full pardon of all thoir past
sing, but thoy add to them the far groater and the
unpardonable crime of treating with despite the
wisdom and love of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

But who can describe tho blessedness of receiving
that salvation; to havo tho blessed assurance that
all that has ever beon done against a loving Father
is blotted out of his books never to come up again,
to huve the onmity destroyed by the blood of the
cross, and tho Holy Spirit bearing witness with
our own spirits that we are the children of (od.

** Happy day when Jesus washed may sins away.”

O sinner, will you accopt «f a full and a frco pardon
from Him who speaks from the very throne of
heaven ¢ clothed with a veature dipped in blood.”
How can you refuse His love and be loat for ever?
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