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TVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL CONFERRNCE.

Tho Session of this Assembly was brought to a
closo on the 11th inst—-about rne o'vlock, 4. t.—a
period which, in view of the amount of business
transacted, ond }lm time usvally oceupied by simi-
lar meetings must be vonsidered exeeedingly brief,
The intreduction of District meetitigs hus doubtless
benn one of the principal causes of this brevity ;
noxt to which thoe loupthened hours of Sesston
cach day at the late conference might be assigned
as a reason why it was brought to a eloxo within
so short a period.  Tn this connection we should
nat forget the cfficiont labors of the President, Sec-
rotary and other oflicers of the Connection, all of
whom did what in thewt lay to fucilitate the trans-
action of business.

Our original intontion to fumish in Jast weeh’s
paper a pretty full report of the proceedings of Con-
farence, at least down 1o the adjournment on Friday
evening—Dbeing frustrated, we have found it im-
practicable to accomplish what we intended. We
ehall-therefore, as briefly as possible, endeavor to
present a synopsis of the general proceedings, ac-
compimied by some remarks.

A large portion of the business of a Methodist
Cotference, is purely routine,  We may commence
with the Organizalion of Conference, wheieby 1t 13
ascertained who compose the Assembly or have a
right to spoak and vote in its various deliberations.
Tlien a President and Secretary ara selected by
hatlot ; after which the Conference thus orgamzed
approach the throne of grace for divine assistance
on behalf of the President, &e. This is followed
by the Président’s Address from the Chair; and
then the Jollewing and various other itemsare taken
up in vegular successton :— Applications for divis-
jon.andt incrcase of Circuits, the examination of
Préachers’ charasters, the. appeintment of Commit-
tees-and the receiving of 'their reports, the exami-
ration of candidates for the ministry, &e., &e., &c.
‘I'hése and marry other subjects occupred the atton-
tron of the Conference, and in their discussion or
seltlement various facts were elicited, indicatingra
eleady progress in every departnient of the body.

Our itinerant ranks have undergone considerable
change; thede-who were at the disposal of the Con-
ferenco twelve months ago, for the several dopait-
ments of our work, have by ailliction and other
providential arrangements, been set aside: (but bg-
sides several whose cases are referred to the An-
nuai-Conference) 7 others have been veceived as
itinerar* 13 two of these left their native shore
(England) I order to increase our staffof stan-
dard-bearers in this country. Amid these tokens
for'good, it is lamentable to think that several of
our.stativris are but partially supplied with Iaborers.
Hesides the greatenlargemont of our misstonary
field.:which has rendered the division of several
eireuits necessary, the Lord has added to our num-
ber'some hundreds of souls, whoy we trust-shall be
saved. .. .

Among the general subjects which occupied the’
attention of the Conference, was the increase of the
Salary of preachors in the body :—a subject which
frorh. its influence -on the community, will, we
doubt not, when brought before the quarterly meet-
ing# of the circuits receive due congideration. - The
Cletgy Reserves and rectories and some other ques-
tions.invelving the rights of the body and the com-
munity at Jarge,were referred to committees, which
in the recoss between the sitings of the late and
cnsuing conferencesvill 1ake actior on tho sever-
al subjects referred to themn.

Throughout the sittings of Conference a spirit of
forbeatance and consequent unity of feeling and
action pervaded the representatives of the circuits ;
and.it was manifest that cach resolved, in future to
putforth greater affort awd hope forgreater success.

The.religious services were spiritual and profita-
bled--On Sabbath a. s, the services: were held in
a-pleasantly situated grove ; but the lowering 'as-
pect of the heavens in the moming prevented'many
who-éxpected au high day, from venturing to ¢“the
leafy “bower.”? The audicnce nevertheless was
large.and respectable. Appropriate sermons were
délivered by the Revs. W. McClure and H. 0.
Ciofts ; but cre Mr. C. had concluded his discourse
the audience were distutbed by the- falling rain.—
In the evening the Rev. W. .McClure delivered
the ordination sermon in the "chapel; after which
5 wére ordained to the office of Elders.—We deem
it uhnecessary to atlempt even a synopsis of the
discdurses, as it is expected they will be giver to
the pubtic in full.

On Monday evening the ‘Anniial Missionary
Meeting was held, R. H Brett, Esq. in the chair
when several addresses were delivered and the af-
fairs of the Society laid before tho Meeting. ..

The number at present-in full memburskip is
3704;.on trial 469 : total increase 418.

STATIONS OF PREACHERS. .} .

LOKDON .DISTRICT.

London,” - H. 0. Crofts, J. Kershaw,
London & Blanchard, J. Coates, J. Baskerville,
St. Thomes, . J. Caswell, J. C. Watts,
Nowland,.. | E. Williams, ..

Wostern Mission, . J. Breakenridge,

. | Malahidoe, W. Bothwwell,
Norwich, J. Wilkinson,
Whuterford, B. Haigh, J. Oates,
I1. O. Crofts, Chairinan.
HAMILTON DISTRIOT.
Hamilton, J. Goldsmith,
Ancaster, 1. Witkinson, 1 to be sent
Owen Sound, W, Piestan, T, Q. Adkins,
Nassagaweyi, C. Childs,
Cayuga, F. G. Wenver,
Bartun, T. Rrown,

‘I'. Rump, 1 to bo sent,
I Rump, Chairman.

TORONTO DISTRICT,
W. McClure,

Welland Canal,

“Totonto,

Whichureh, J. W. G. Rogers,
Caladon, C. Curry,
‘Fratalear, J. Hales,
Yorkvillo, D. D. Rolston,
Broek, I. C. Warren,
W. McClure, Chairman.
CAYAN LISTRICT.

Cavan, J. Bell, J. Shelton,

" J. Gundy,
Neweastlo, T. Reid,

W. Guudy, B. P. Brown,
J. Bell, Choirman.

DISTRICT.

Prince Edward,

JOHNSTOWN

Landsdowne, T. E.Powers, W.Robin:on,
Elizabethtown, A. Wiight,

Oxford, T. M. Jefleris,

Cirosby, J. Smpson, J. Smith,

Gouldburn & Drummend, ; N. C. Guwan, W. Peck,
! and I to bo sent,
Gen’h or Assis’t Superintendant. Chairman,

EASTERN DISTRICT.

Stukoly, I. TTunt,
Boulton, W. Bursell,
Potton, T, Blake,
Dunham, T. Ogzden,
Henrysburgh, J. Histon.

L. J. Adams, Chairman.

Letters, Remittances, &¢, deferred,

o @he Watchman,

Monday Xvening, June 17, 1850.
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, AFFLICTION, .

" It is not the intention of the Divine Being that

Indeed such a state would be o the last deuree in-
compatible both with the object of his existence
here, and“the nobler destiny which, if faithful,
awaits him beyond the grave. Had man retained
hi$ primitivé character, liis course of preparation for
the future stages of his existence, would not neces-
sarily involve those scenes of gloom and uncetain-
ty which are-the lot -of fallen men. But maa has
fallen ; the tine gold has become dim, and m order
to¥estore tlte 1ustre ithas lost, the action of the fur-
naeu i< indispensable.  Such is the order of Provi-
detice wnd-such the economy of grace ; mysterions
though the ¢ase may appeac to the unenlightened
mind. That the order of heaven should be repug-
nant to the views ol vain, short-sighted mau, can
by no means awaken astonishment in the mind of
the intelligent. ehristian. “ The natural man re-
cesvéth not the things of the spirit of God, for they
are foolishness nnto him, neither can he kuow them
for they are spiritually discerned.”  * But God hath
revealed them unto us by his spirit, for the spirit
searcheth all things; yea-the deep thirigs ‘of God.”

Revelation declares the fact that it s “through
much tribulation we shall enter the kingdom of
God ;” and none but an infidel can question its cor~
rectness or doubt the propriety of the arrangement.
Woete eternal glory-associated with moral qualities
of which fallen creatures -are incapable, then we
might impugn the character of Deity for demanding
that which' man is incapable of rendering. But
how amazing ! how merciful ! that thie very suffer-
ing of which nothing but sin could render man ca-
paple, should through the-operation of the divine
spirit be rendered subservient to his happivess in
a brighter state of existence. Nay even in this
world what multitudes have exclaimed *“It was
good for me that I was afilicted ! Iustances-are
recorded, wherein individuals chose “rather to sof-
fer afliction with the people of Godthan to enjoy
thie pleasures of sin for a scason.? Buttosuch dis-
tinguished luminaries none ueed suppose that afllic-
tion was disrobed of ifs terrors. It was viewed and
felt in its naturaland ‘proper character, without
mitigdtion, save that' which the grace of God and
the light of revelation afforded. ¢ No chastisement
is for the present joyous, but rather grievous;” and
its gteat recommendation is, “afterward it yieldeth

are exercizedsthereby.” .

; Howeverextensively: thén the christian may be
benefited “iu this life by atiliction, it is principally
when viewed'ia its influence on the future life that
it appears advantageousto endure. The word of
truth sheds-volumes. of light on the gloomy path-
way of* Zion’s pilgrime; und experience added to
that unerring guide,“enables'the obristian to etidure
“ag seeing him who is invisible ;» meanwhile re-
joicing with joy unspeaksble und full of glory.
But the shadows of this world must flee apace, and

the light of eternity burst forth' spon qur vision ere

man should enjoy perpetual sunshinesin this world, '

the peaceable fruit of righteousness to them that:

wo shall fully discover the jnfluence, the desiva-
bleness of afiliction. And when we shall ceaso to
“seo throngh a glassdarkly,” und 1o “know in part”
—when we “shall soo face to faen,”® and “know
even as alse we aro known”—thon, but not il
then, shall we fully discover the boundless grave of
Gud exhibited in Jeading by tho way of afiliction
to the enjoyment of a cyown of unfading glory.
What rultitudes, who, were it uct for the afilictions
of this life woull never yemember their Creator nor
rezont 1o the path of duty ; bat whe have been hun-
bled by aflliction and brought nigh 1o God !  Many
of this class aro now pillars in the temple of God
below, and many more serve Iim in the sanctuary
abave. .

Turniag to the page of inspiration, examples the
atost Mustrivus abuund, of the blessed end attaned
by sutlerieg aflliotivn, while the soul of man ¢“rolls
on throvgh endless years.”  The nauses and history
of Abrahamy, Joseph, Job, Moses, Daniel, and many
similar characters, will never be forgotten; nor will
a single Jaurel fade from their Lrow in the catima-
twn of intelligent, of pivu: men. They burst the
valo of obscurity ; and despite every obstacle at-
tained au eminence on which unrivatled théy stand
after the lapse of thousauds of years. Their’s was
not that shoit-lived repatation which expires with
its possessor 3 and yet to this ¢nviable immortality
they rose through circwintatees of extiente tnal and
affliction.

‘Then afliictod ehristian “give to tho winds thy
fears 3 thy God reigneth still; and so sure as he
reigns tho promise “he that endureth to the end
shall be saved,”—shall be fulilled. And what if
thy few shoit days below be a scene of darkness
and difliculty?  What if affliction be extreme,
friends scatee, and comfoftsfew 7 Let us adopt the
caleulations of the Great Apostle of the Gentiles,
and wo shall be neither hopeless nor impatient amitl
our trials,  “For I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us.? ¢ For
our light aflliction which is but fora moment work-
eth for ns a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory ; while we look not at the things which
are seen but at the things which are not seen; for
the thihgs which are seen are temporal, but the
things whith are not seen are eternal.”?

' Equality,

By iéference to our Parliametary Summmary, |

our readers will perceive that a Bill, having for its
objet, the exemption of Wesleyan Methodist min-
isters from certain inconvenience and experise in
abtaining registers for Baptisms, Marriages and
Burialg in Canada’ East, had passed through seve-
raf stages, when it was ascertatned that other reli-
.gigits denominations were in a similar position ; and’
in'order to embrace every case of the hke kind,
after the second reading the Bill was referred,to a
select commiltee to make the requisite alterations.
This is as it should be : legislation fur an individual
‘ar-for a particular community, can only be justifia-
ble when no others are similarly situated. That
Je-present registry law of Lower Canada should
remain unscathed so long, is a mattet truly surpris-
ing; for u greater outrage against dissenters counld
scarcely find a place on a statute Book. When
this subject 18 uuder consideration, it would be well
if our legislators would so amend the laws respect-
ing the obtaining of license to solemnize marriage

&o. in both sections of the Province, a5 to place
every denomination on eoual footing. Why the
ministers of & so-calted-established ‘church should
enjoy- immunities, while other religious denomiva-
tions are placed under restrictions, is exceedingly
diflicult to determine. Evenin Canada West, Me-
thodist ministers have in sume instances been sub-
jected to very great inconvenienge by the Registrars:
but in Canada East, it is not at all sttange for 2 min-
isten to be detained four or five days on expense in
Montreal or Quebec, when but a few minutes were
neecessary to complete a register. This, of course is
an;evil in the operation of the law, and not wholly
to be attributed to the Jaw itself; but so clumsy

and indefinite is the statute that it s¢ems adinfrably |!

calculated to lead to abuse.

Review of News.

"Daring the past fortnight, Steamers from the old
wotld have atrived in such quick succession that jt
seems almost impossible in a weekly Journal to give

an adequate idea of their varied intelligence. Anew |

erasin ocean steam travelling has dawned: the
rapidity with which the Atlautic is traverséd, ox:
ceeds the anticipations of any previous age. -

" Nor is the progress of art-ore striking, than tlie
changes which the Kingdoms of this world are un-
dergoing. England viewed in her foreign relations
is at present in a position by 10 means ertviable.—
France and Russia *have taken timbtage at Eng-
lahd@’s policy toward Greedo ; and instead of relax-
ingyLord Palmerston thireatens Napies and Tuscany
with similar attentions. What the end of these dif-
ferences may be, no human foresight can deter-
mine. Happily however, we live ih =i age when
wafis a last resort for the settlement of ‘diplomatic
differences.

the crops wero lookiug well.  May it not ho hoped
that a day of prosperity yet awaits this unhappy
land'! .

The mtomal aflaes of the French Republis arg
tolerably quiets but for real stubility aud prospery
she has littho teasen to hopo while the theusands of
her sons are sodeplorably ienoraut,

The King of Prus<a, whose A3ASSINALION way
recently attempted, according to Iatest NeWws, way
in a precarvns situnation,  The man who attempted
the fearlul deed remained incorcigible,

Smyina was recently thiown into great eonsterng.
tion by the repeated shocks of the carthquake, ...
Several public buldings were matesially damaged,

Our Republican neighboursare still jn tronblg .
speeting the slavery question.  Either, they muy
ceaso to deal e human bemgs, or their sin wiy
securo the curse of Ged.

In ourown conutry the Leaislature is furnishing
abundant material foi thoneht and discassion, Th;
Post Office and the Assessment Biils, and severaf
others now in progress are of vital importance,

————
i

General Fntelligence,
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New Yorg, June 10th,

The magnificient Steamship Atlantic, Captain
est, arrived yesterday afterncon from Liverpoo),
after a passage from port lo port, one of the quickest
on record,

She left Liverpool on Iednesday noon, the 29k
ult.---four days after the Steamship America, that
arrived at this porton Thursday morning last,

The Atlantic brought seventy-three passengers,
‘The Steamship Canada arrived at Liverpool on the
26th ult.

The political intollizence is very interesting,
e learn from Berlin that the reports of the King
of Prussia’s health is unfavourable; some dezros
of fever has sct in,and the wound itself is swollen
and much inflamed. The target at which the
eriminal Sefologe practised pistol shooting has been
found, and evidence that he was a good and steady
shot.

In Paris everything rentained perfectly quiet, and

very little, if any, apprehensions provailed with re-
speet to an outbreak. The debate on the electorial
law proceeds steadily. .
It appears that another interview had taken place
Dbetween the President of the French Republic ang
the British Anvhassador, but it was believed thatne
amicable arrangemont had been come to with re-
spect to the existing differencs between tho twe
governments, in fact, it was said that both the
President and thie French government w‘ercI as de-
termined on demanding the due execution of thy
London convention as they were the day M. Brouin
de L’huys was recalled.

There has heen a heavy gale onthe Spanish and
Portuanese coast, It proved very destructive tothe
shipping---twenty sail'of ships having been lost.--
Amongst them were a Spanish war steamer and 1
schooner, all hands on board of which were suppased
to have perished. .

Arrival of the Hermann.
Nrw York, June 10th.

The steamship Hermann, Capt. Crabiree, hu
anived. She left Southampton on the 20th ult.r.x.

On the 24th at noon, an accident to the larboad
engine rendered it useless for the remainderd
the passage. ,

The Ilermann brings out 123 passengers and1
pretty large freight for the season. o

She has on freicht 150 tons of German merchar-
dise, shipped at Bremen, and only about 200'pack-
ages or 60 tons of French manufactured goods, fron
Havre, transhipped at Southampton.

Arxrival of the Viceroy.
Halifax, June 11, ». X.

The Steamer Viceroy, Capt. Effing, from Galws)
June 1, with twelve passengers, arrived. abw
eight o’clock this ovening. She brings Dublin pv
pers of tho day before. o

She had head winds nearly the whole passags;
her coal was nearly exhausted. )

She iwill require to remain here till late in
day 10-mdrrow.
MARKETS. .
- S < Dublin, May 31

Flour and Wheat—Extremely dull, and pric¢/
since Tuesday unchanged, as there was onlyat®
tail demand.

Corn—A shado lower. S
. Boston, Jurie 12

The Asta left this morning with 134 passenge
and no’spécie.  °

L . " .,
Arrival of the Canada.
New Yorxk, June 12th.
“The Canada airived at Halifax, ol Wedoesd!
from Liverpool, which she left on ¢he 1st.
Flour wasbstter; a better feeling exists ; w0
vance. .
.. Wheat ditto,
Corn dull, 6d. to 1s. lower,
Beef, sales at full prices.

| Ip heland, emigration wason the decrease ; and

"~ Pork, no ‘improvement.” "
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