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VICTORIA ANDSIDNEY RATI WAY,

A short time since a majority of the
citizens of Viectoria, who enjoy the
franchise relating to such matters, and
who cared to use the privilege, endorsed
aby-law guarantecing for a term of years
acertain amount of bonds issued by the
Victoria and Sidney Riilway. Urgency
was pleaded beeause it was claimed that
the constraction of the road wonld put
a considerable amount of work in the
hands of a number of Victorvin people,
who were at that time out of employ
ment.  After numerous deluys a sort of a
stary was made, and we now <ge occasion
ally see paragraphs in the papers that so
much of the right of way has been cleared
and that it will soon be ready for laying
the rails.  However, the sununer isupan
us aad even the announcement that the
stond is being ironed has not been made.
Without this for anything absolutely
tangible having been done. we observe
that application lias been made to the
city for the first hadf year's interest on
the bonds which it endorsed.

That interest has cither been paid or
will shortly be paid and for the entire
term of years duriug which those bomds
are to rua, we shall, it is to be expected,
continue 1o sce thesaue deauiad prompily
made and punciually attended to.  What
are we poing to et in return? We have
Jiad no angmented supply of the farm
and garden products of the Saanich
people who were expected o demonstrate
hy their patronage the great necessity
which existed for the public market that,
so far, like the railway has been pro.
ductive of no benefit. As for the railway
weat least expected that its promoters
would have put out considerablec amounts
of itheir own money velare they began to
call upon the city. Woulld it not be well
for Aldcrman McKillican who. we pre
sume, is chairman of the flnance com-
wittee 10 make 2 statement.on this sub-
jeet at the next meeting of the city
Couneil?

THE RIGHT OF Wal,

In the recent case before the Admiralty
Court sittingg in Viectoria, Chiel Justice
Regbic presiding, with two licutenants
of Her Mojesty™s Navy acting as axsess
ors, anufzment was given against the
steamer Cateli the costs and damages
involved to e assessed.  The acts of the
ease in short are that an the 39 h Novem
Ler iast, the Union Company’s steamer
Cutch aud the Iguimalt and Nanaimo

Company's steamer Joan were leaving
Nanaimo harbor simul(aneously on their
schedule time. The process of going out
involveson the part of the Cutch a back,
ing out astern for a considerable distance
in order 1o et room enouch to straighten
out for her course. 'The Joan being a
twin serew steamer can, it isclaimed, turn
round in her own length and take her
own channel which for a certain distance
is practically the same as that of the
Cuteh, The facts involved in this par
tienlar issue are, It iy claimed by the
Union Sreamship Company, that when the
Cuatch ot on her way she suddenly s
the Joun approaching in the same direc-
tion and seeiny  that a collision was
inevitable revarsed her engines, hut not.
in time to avoid it. The Joan, it is ad-
mitted on the other side proceeded at full
speed, having the right of way, beingon
the starboard side of the chanuel. Her
captain  adwmitted, however, in cross
examination, that possibly & collision
might have been avoided had he stopped
the starbox-d enzine,

In view of the judiment which was
rendered there hag been considerable dis-
cussion smiong nsutical men—particu.
larly on the mainland—as to the equity of
the finding, when the fact is considered
that the Joau is & twin-screw vessel and
able ts turn upon her own length.  More.
over, the Imperial Bourd of Trade, through
a special Act of Parliament, after many
years of straggling on the parct of the Mer-
cantile Mariae Association, has ordained
that in all cased a master who is on trial
on account of any accident is entitled toat
least one mercantile marineg captain (9 act
as nautical asseseor. Ia this rase there
were (wo lieutenants, not even holding
the rank of commander or captain in Her
Majesty’s Navy, and who frowm their spe.
cial avocation itre not competent to decide
an issue between men who have for their
lifetitne been engaged in that varticular
trade. Tac Chief Justice, it is remarked,
in rendering judgment, complimented the
captaint of the Joan on the wise seituan.
ship he displayed ; but onthe other side it
is claimed that in all cquity there was
room in this particular case for the exer.
cise of a wise discretion, and, though the
Iaw anay have been literally interpreted,
its spirit is not to license any navigator (o
run dowa anything that may happen to b
in his course. If every ship's captain gov.
crucd himself in the conduct of his vessel
by 2 strict insistance upan his rights of
way, how many vessels might not have
been ran stown ! The attendant loss of
life uader such circumstances would be
cppalling to contemplare.

CHINESE IMPORTATION.

Tiie Chinese ituportation business scems
likely to cause additional misunderstand:
ings between the Canadian authorities and
those at Wuashington. The Northern
Pacific steamships Victoria aud Mogul
brought Chinamen to the Sound whom it
Lecne impossible under the Iaw for
themn to land at Tacoma, aud, in conse-
quence, they have been compelled by the
Awmcrican custans people 1o take them
bark axain,  This i< by no means a paying
itansacting, and may possibly have a de
terrent cffect on similar caddeavors in the
futurc. The vessels of the Empreys line

have recently brought out a number of
Orvientals, 612 of whom were last week
taken down to Portland to be landed
there, their destination, when they left
China, being the United States, On reach-
ing Portland, the;DanubLe way arrested, it
heing charged that she brougnt from Van-
couver G2 adult Chinese pnssengers, the
entire space on the vessel which could be
used by these passengers beingg 32,588 cubic
feet—a space suflicient for only 300 passen-
gers.  ‘Fhe captain is therefore held to be
lable to a penalty of $30 for each of the
remitining 312, amounting to §15,600. On
account of there being no berths whatever
for the use of thesec 612 Chinese, the cap.
tain is linble for a penalty of $5 for cach,
or 83,060, Becnuse the Danube has no
ventilators, a penalty of $250 is imposed.
Because there were neither tables nor
chairs for the use of the passensers, n
penalty of 8500 is exacted, and as there
was neither a surgeen nor any hospital
compartinent on the vessel, a penalty of
3250 is further imposed, the total amount.
ing to $19,660.

This i< a somewhat heavy bill of indict.
ment against a ves<el which, in its
entirety as well asin its details, will no
doubt be vigorously contested. Mean-
time, it i3 not to be expected that the
Americans will release the vessel any more
quickly than a strict. interpretation of the
Law will allow ; fiest, because of their
desire and intention s put an end to the
importation of Chinese, and, secondly, be-
canse they have no love for either the
Canadian Pacific Railway or the Canadian
Pacific Navigation Compaunies. There are
very infl 1eutial people who have a bone to
pick with the C. . N. Co, arising out of
the Premier affair, - Y.ae anything that
can cripple tac Canadian railway com-
vy will, they expect, enure to the bene-
fitof its American rivals. War to the
knife may, therefore, Lie expected.

We, in this province, can, as far as this
Chinese question is concerncd, look with
comparali ve cquanimity on the outcome,
whatever ituny be.  The C. P, R. Com-
pany, though established as a national
concer, is one of the most sellish and in.
considerate of proprictary interests. It
took all the money it could rap and
wring out of the Dominion. It was to do
a gread deal more for us than it has done.
Indeed, there arce many pcople who de-
spite the patriotic notives which induced
the Parliament and people of Cannda to
aid the enterprise, fiad it much more to
their advantage 12 ship their goods and
travel by other routes. Moreover, for a
long time—aud the feeling has not alto-
rether died out —there was i strong desire
manifested tasubstautially aid and patroa-
ize the Uaion Pacifle, provided they
extended their line to within reasonable
ferrying distance. It was the Canadian
Pacitic Company’s  Chinese passenger
traflic that brouxht upon us the scourge
of smalipox of which we only got clear at
the cost of numarous lives and at consider-
able pecuniary expense, while the Chinese
whom they have brought to our shores

have proved themselves to be a by no
means desirable portion of the population.
We shall warch with interest the Chinese
problem as it is worked out in the United
States, particularly as there scemns to be &
detersnination to try what can be accom

p\lishcd under the operation of th» Geary
Act,



