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M. OnAnLEs Nicon, Goneral Agent for the
PRREBYTERIAN, {2 now in Western Ontario pushing
tho faterssta of thia journal. Wo commend hiva
to tho best ofilces of mininters and reople Any
sasistanco yondorad him bu his woik will Le tahun
by us a8 a porsonal kiudnoss.

British Revienn Lresbyterian,
FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 1877.
UENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN
OHUROH, HAMILTON,

The Anuivorsery Services of this Church
wero held this yeay on Sabbath, 11th, and
Monday, 12th March, In regard to theso
it s with pleasuro we insert the following
from tho Hamilton Evening Times ;=

 Acoording to tho naual oustom tho au.
therities of the Contral Churoh invited a
olergyman from a distance t3 conduot the
anuiversary serviees. Ususlly a gentlemnn
hasg beeu invited from New York or Brook-
lyn, and the eorvices of Dra, Taylor, Daryes,
James, Ormiston and others havo been ee-
oured and epbjoyed on similar ocossions,
Fhis year, howevor, the committes of ar-
rangemeniy invited the Rev. David Mit-
ohell, of the Central Presbyterian Church,
Toronte, to cconpy the pulpit on last Sab-
bath, which he did with marked ability
and great satisfastion to the congregation
assembled at each diet of worship. A mero
outline of the sermoun would not do them
justice, They wera powerful aud eloquent,
abeundiug in olioice illnetrations and pass.
ages of deep pathos; the applications wero
practical, altogether stamping Mr. Mitchell
as & preacher of the first rank.,”

In the afternoon of Sabbath the auni
vergary services of the Central Churoh Sab.
bath school, and of the Poarl street Mission
sohool, were held in the Churoh. The chil
dren wero seated in front of the pulpit, and
notwithstauding the severe weather they
almost filled the floor. There was algo a
large number of parents and friends pres.
ent, besides the tonchers, Rev. David
Mitchell preached to the children on the
words, *“ Be ye followers of Gtod, as dear
children.” He showed himsolf a masterin
the diffionlt art of nddressing children.
The attention was broathless, and though
the reverend gentleman spoke forty.five
minutes, it was sustained to the olose.

On Monday evening the usual auniver-
sery services were held in the Central
Church, The attendance was very large,
the oapacious building being almost full,
My, John Bell presided. A rare troat was
given in the shape of an organ voluntary
and anthems by the ohoir. Rev. David
Mitohell was tho first spoaker, who aaid
that in view of the warm affection express-
ed towards the lale exeellent pastor of the
Church, Rev, Mr. MaoCall, he had learned
the full meaning of the words, ** The mem-
ory of the just is blessed.” He spoke of
the secial enjoyment of the evening, and
expressed Lis conviction the day was com-
ing when the Church itself would supply
proper entertainment for the people, and
no longer leave tbis important matter in
the bands of strangers. Ho then spoke
with force and eloquence upon the great
work which the congregation had done
during the last year, and warmly com.
mended the various Church aud benevolent
schemes to which they were called to con.
tribute. Rev. Dr. James, of Kuox Ohurch,
Haxilton, delivered & very chasts, logical,
and practically powerful address upon the
Church as an organization, showing that it
is spiritusl in its nature, cbjeots, ends and
work. It was also & workshop in which
living stones were propared for the spirit-
ual {emple in heaven. The remarks of
Dz, James were highly appreciated, and

specially because ke was an ardent friend,

of Mr. MacCall, and had long boen known
snd admired 28 & preacher by the congre-
gation. The chairman rxpressed the feol.
ing of the meoting when he congratnlated
the people of Hamilton upon the recent
settlement of Dr. James over one of ijts
churches.

On the evening of Tueeday, the 18th
inst., the Rev. Mr. Mifokell lectured in the
Kuox Church under tke nuspices of the Bt.
Acdrew's Sociely. The Globe correspon-
dent remarks that tho lecturer ““gave a
rapid and suceinet biographical sketeh of
Sir Waiter Boott, {ull of piquant anecdote ;
and then lannched on an excellent critiqne
on the wonderful and multifarious literary
productions of the once * Great Unknown,’
The lecture abounded in information, just
and original eriticisms, aud was listened to
with great inlersst by an intelligant and
spprecistive audience.”

TaEe Britisk scotion of Good Templars
having broken their oonnection with
those of the United Siniss on secomnt
of tha * color line,” half resclved o send
s missionary to the Bonthern States with
the objeet of organizing Jood Templar
ledges ameong tke colored people.
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M. BEAY'S LEOTURE OX POPERY.

Wa often find public speakers who are
thoroughly converiant with history—that
is with the record of the past—but who
kuow littls or nothing of tho sleta of sffuirs
around thom in the prezent day. They
live fu the paet, and their minda ars almost
entirely ocoupied with it. On the other
hard we quite as often moab with promi.
aent mep, leadera of publis opinion, who
attempt to grapple with the moral, soctal,
and political qnestions of tho day, while
they are at the same time withont & cona-
potent knowledgo of history. Wo venturs
to say that the first mentioned oliaracter—
tho more msan of history-—would under.
stand his special department fully better if
ho locked around him » little and stadied
huwanity without tho intervention of
booka; and wa are juet as woll-~porhaps
bettor——propared to affirm that an intiraate
knowle?ge of what has beon done in the
past wonld materlally aesist the mero man
of to dwy—thke politiolan and sooial ro-
former—in tolling poople what they ought
to do in the present. In Mr. Bray we fiud
thece two roquisites combined, His kuow-
ledgo of history—meodireval and recont—is
both profound and minute, while at tho
same limo he grasps tho present situation
with the mind of a master, and nnderstands
the world in which he lives. His lecture
in Zion Ohvroh in this city on Monday
evening, 12th inst.,, was a masterpiece in
dopth sud comprehensiveness of thought
and choico of language, and was very well
dolivered, although a word was ocoasion-
ally lost, rather we think, owing to an un-
fortunate echo that has taken up its quar.
ters somewhere in tho building, than to any
defoot in tho epeaker’s enunciation., A
tough-looking, wiry, square-shouldered
man, with a shiock head of black hair, every
fibre of which seems determined to asgert
its own individuality—a oharacteristio, by
the way, of a good many men of genius of
our day—his very appearance arouces in
his andlence the espegiation of hearing
something worth lislening to, and before
be eils down the most sanguine of his
henrers will bo fully satiefied. Begiuning
with the reign of Constantine the great, he
sketched the decline and fall of tho Roman
empire, and told bis audionoe that he had
not a tear to shed over it. It was pagan,
and it was despotic ; aud he prayed for the
hastening of the time when neither pagan.
iem nor despotism ean find a place on the
surface of God's fair earth. He then de-
soribed the rearing of the Leclesiastical
Roman Empire on the roins of the pagan,
and srhowed how, for the sake of popularity,
gome of the inetitutions of the old organi-
zation were taken and adapted to the now.
Following it in its prosperous course to
what he considers the acme of its power in
the time of Hildebrand, who ssserted the
sapremasy of the Church over the State,
snd mude the tiara of the pope more
mighty than the orown of the king, bhe
afterwards rapidly sketohed its downward
course through worldliness and corruption,
untill at last the vicious Theodors, raised
from (he street fo an imperial throne, sold
the papal chair for two hundred pounds of
rold. After contrasting the political posi-
tion of the Church of Rome in the days of
Hildebrand (Gregory I1.) with its political
position in the present day, the leeturer
went on to trace the rise and progress of
the  Temporal Power ¥ which had ita be-
ginning in the timé of Papin le Bref of
Franoe, and electrified his audience with a
withering torrent of eloquence in condem-
nation of every sort of connection between
Church and State, whether tho church
should be Romsn Oatholio or mot. The
next important stage was the Reformation
—Luther, Melanothon, Wyoliffe, eto,,~and
regarding this part of the leoturs, we must
simply admit that wo cannot deseribo it.
All we can say is that the speaker conld
only edge in & gentence now and again be-
twoen the rapturous cheers with which his
niferances were grosted. To this succeeded
a most suocessful defence of the polioy of
Bismarck in Germany ; and then came the
head of the hammer—all that wont before
was only the long handle of it—the present
condition of the Province of Quebee under
the heel of the Romish hierarchy. At this
stage, no longer trammelled by his manun-
soript, the orator’s cloquence had full scope,
and those who heard him will not wonder
tbat tho papists of Montreal organized a
band of three hundred men lo take his lifo,
when they consider how much damage
such words nttered in that city wonld do
to the papal cause.

Tare Savpate ScHooL PRESEYTERIAN for
April is out already, aud presents a bright
and beantiful appemancs. It contains
three illuzirations, a pieco of musis, and
& quaniity of choice reading. In ths en.
Iarged form, and printed on fine white
paper, this periodioal cormpares favonr-
ably both in price and style with imported
pablications; and should be heartily sus.
uined by every Presbyterian Sabbath School
inthy Jominion, Prics, in quantities of
over 20, 15 cents. Sample ecopies mailed
on applioation.

Seve———————

THERE are 815 religlous and ohariiakle

goclcties iu the city of New York.

HARD TIMES.

The yrax 1870 will loug bs remombered
avone of peoalisr finacoial diffionlty not
only in the Dominion of Cannda but
throughout the world. The Reprecsion of
trale in the Unitea Btstes coxamencing
with the fuilnre of Jay Cookoe in 1673, and
oontinning a8 marked as ever until the
present moment, began to bo felt in this
¢ountry about o year and a half ago, and
doubtless was the oanse of much stagna.
unation during the past year. To add to the
goneral dalnors, we had to roport a wide.
epread failure of the wheat orop, whioh of
coureo upsot all ealonlations founded upon
the promising appearance of the spriag and
early summer, and whioh prevented many
farmers from turning their money into tho
obannels of sommerce. Darlug the presont
winter, trads in moetly all departments has
boen remarkably dul), end eo far as wo can
discorn the sigus of the timos, thore is not
muok prospeet of a chango for the botter
taking place, Wholesale merchants are
oxeroising a wholosomo cantion in thoir
sales, and rotailors with fow exoceptiona are
making loud and deop complaiuts us to the
ocondition of things,

Btill wo would foign beltove that wo have
touched bottom, and there is reason for ex-
pecting & slow but gradual improvement.
With auoch s severo and protracted winlor
drawing to a close, wo may safely say that
inmany respeots tho worat is over. With
the lengihening days, we ave beginning to
foel that spring will goon bo upon ns, and
then wo shall gaiu by the increased activity
and nocessary outlay of money which per-
tain to that season of tho year. Every.
ihing bolonging to agriculturo and garden-
ing will be in domand, Now buildings that
iave boen projected will be commeonoed,
giving work at least, if not enlarged wages,
to the host of tradesmen cmployed in snch
underiakings, Tho prognostications of an
early spring are many and striking, If
then wo should be ushered from the rigors
of the frigid zones, not we hope into the
horrors of the torrid zonasg, but into the
gouial and balmy warmth of sumwer, 8
demand for all kinds of light olothing will
spring up, yiolding perhaps not heavy re.

tarns but still more profitable ones for out.

retail merchants. Witk the comlog of
spring the great highway of the Iskes and
rivers is opened to frade and commerce,
and we should trast to ite being sufficiently
ot in the United States to send many of
her well-to.do cilizens to admire the beau-
titul scenery and to experience the cool
breczes of Canada. Lot us moeanwhile in.
dulge the hope that's ohange for the batter
will soon manifest itself, and that instruoted
by the experience through whick we have
passed, business will be condnoted on a
sound and bealthfal basis,

It should not be forgotten that there is
much reazon for thaukfalness even for
bard times. Great prospoerity is attended
by many dangers both for the individual
aud the community, People are carried
away into wasteful habits and too groat in.
dulgence, and it is {00 common for them to
live far above their income. Hard times
are the protest of Providence againat per.
iods of license and extravaganss. Muoh of
our present auffering is doubtless connected
with lavieh expenditures in dress and other
luxuries; but we are learning what in fact
we oan be without these things Many a
family who thonght their bappizess would
be gone were they sompelled to leavs their
grand houses and their piotures and wines
and sumptnous dinners, and their horses
and carriages, have learned that they can
be happy and prosperous without them;
and that there is far moretrus and gonuine
enjoyment to be found in a simple manner
of living, And then in this way, too, we
learn the walue of money. Woe may be
poor with millions of dollars when we think
of riches only as conneoted with self-grati.
fieation ; while we may be * passing rich ” on
a few dollars when wo have learned how
much of the necessaries of lifo they can
purchase, or how much good we can ac.
complish ky their proper expenditare.
These hard timos are also valuable for call.
ing into exercise tho principle of Ohristian
oharity. Wo are compelied to know and
realiso what human snffering is, when the
soarcity of monsy forces it upon our view.
Those would be hard-hearted indeed who
would not save their money from indul.
gencs, in order to help the poor and sick,
Tt has buen gratifying to ws to seo how
much has been done to reliove the distress.
ed, and we rejoice in the kindly feelings
which have been established botween the
various classes of society, and in ths wealth
of benevolence whioh the wide.spread suf-
fering has evoked,

Sarely it is not wise to overlook, in con-
neciion with thess hard times, the spiritus)
life and activity which have been showing
themselves during the past and prerent
yoars. We believe that eommeroinl de-
pression is often favorabls fo spiritual
work, Men are no longer borze along on
the tide of worldly prosperity to forgetful-
ness of their true interostv. They have
time to think. They ave led to appreciate
the flabbath as & day shey oan oall their
own, and when for the time at Jeaet they
are freed from the pressure of worldly
caren. There is a 3 earning folt aftor words

of counsel aud comfort, nnd Lenca they go
in lrrger numbers and from hetter motives
to the house of God. Their sttention is
not distracted from the sermon by their
gains and epeoulations. 'They begin to
renlivo that there iy something worth living
for that {s higher aud better than riches
and earthly possessions. 'I'he Bible comes
thus to bo Letter read. The prayer meet-
ing whioh in times of groat business pros-
perity is forgotten and fpnared, is now folt
to bo a plesvant meotir g of friends and o
profitable occoupation of time. We are
speaking Just now of well-ta-do poople who
became somewhet redncod in their re-
sources and crippled in thelr meang, But
what of the lergo oliss of poor and atarving
in such tiraes. Itis far from onr purpose
to any that hard times will convert them,
But we do say there is then a condition of
things which is favorable to making deep
and abiding impreseions ag to the awful
concerns of oternity. The Fallon strect
prayer moefing grem out of the panic of
1857, Mon rushed to the old church for
resb and comfort, It is now aaid that the
moetings in Falton streot were never belter
attended than during tho present and past
seasone, Aud we question whother Moody
and Sankey with all the advantages of their
world-wide fame, and with all the attrae.
tions of preaching and singing which they
poesess, would have commanded the
wonderful sucoess whioh hasfollowed them
in Aweries, had we not been living in
titnes that wore peculiarly favorable to the
ocarrying on of their daily work. Certainly
it is folt by us all that whother it is con.
nooted with these hard times or not, there
is a quickening influence going on in our
churches, and there is dslightful news of
refreshing seasons from many portions of
the Xiord's vinoyard.

The only ead refloction connected with
the present dopreseion in {rade, is that
whioh arises from the paralysed eondition
of the echemes of the Chuggh. The con.
gregations have beon oalled to liquidate the
debt on the Home Mission, but we fear
the effort may lead to the income of this
year being smaller in proportion. The
outlook of the Foreign Mission work is not
encouraging ; whiloe we are sorry to hear
of the territorial plan for tho colleges not
turning out so well as was anticipated.
The closo of the finsncial year may show
that these fears are groundless, We trust
it may. Thero is resson, however, to ex-
peot a largo falling off in the contributions
of congregations to the various schemes.
If 5o, thero is all the more reason for sav.
ing our money from lnxuries and self-in-
dulgence as much a8 possible, te allow us
to give to the grand enterprises in which
our Church is engaged. There is the more
reason for being thoroughly systematio in
our giving, as with system we often do far
more in’ dull times than we do withont
system in periods of prosperity. And there
is also all the more need for wealthy mem-
bers of the congregations denyiug them-
eelves, and contributing more largely than
thoy feel called to do in ordinary ofzcum.
stances, in order that the Church tressury
may not be empty, and the torrible conse-
quences ensue of stopping the supplies of
the men who in the Horae and Foreign
fields are doing the work of pioneers and
planters in the eause of Christ.

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.

‘Wae direot special attention to the leiter
of Principal Maoviear, to be foundin ano-
ther colummn. Its brisf atatement affords
amplo evidence of the success of the work
of French Evangelization in the oity of
Montreal. In our English spesking oon-
grogations there are fow atronger indisa.
tions of prosperity than the attendance at
the weekly prayer-meeting. To learn that
one of the stormiest and most disagreeabls
evenings of & Montreal winter, upwards of
fitty persons attended the regular prayer
meeting mervics in one of ¢ur Frenoh
ohurches, and fully two hundred in the
other, speaks volumes, and is surely a
strong inducement to our people liberally
to sapport this depariment of the Chureh’s
work. The large expenditure eonsequent
upon the building of the new churok re.
contly erected for Mr. Ohiniquy, has, we
understand, considerably ombarrassed the
Boazd in the prosecntion of its work, and
upou the resalt of Principal Macvioar's ap-
peal depend the oconpying of eertain felds
this summer. 'We trust that thers will bs a

-generous responne Lo it, and that without

delay, upou the part of ministers and ocon-
gregationr throughout the Church. 'We
are oonfident that if the opportunily were
prasented to our psople by means of a spe-
cial colleclion st the ordinary Sabbath ser-
vices, or at the Sabbath sehool or week-
svening meeting, within the next fortnight,
the sum required would be fortheoming,
Apart from such special collestions, how
many of our people could forward to the
treasurer individual eopiributions from
$100 downwards, and thus help o mest
this note for $3,00C due at the hank on the
12th of April. We kope that many will
thns respond fo the urgent appeal.

Tax Baptist missionaries who asilod from
the United States for Burmah in Ostober
Iaet, reached Rangoon om the 27th of
December.
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Bowk Beviows.

Wine Awakz, Boston: D, Lothrop & Qo

This popular magazine for the young
fully maintsine its wellknown oharactes
for combining instruotion with araurement,
Tho genoral style of ths articles are lively,
and suited to the expacity of the young ;
tho illustrations are, as ususl, numerous,
instrustive and tastofully exeouted; and a
wholesowo moral tone is preserved through.
out.

PeTEX 1RE AroftLk., By the Rev. Willlam

M. Taylor, D.D. Now York: Harper
and Brothers. Toronto: Willing &
Williayason,

Dr. Taylor is already woll known ns the
anthor of “ David, King of Ysracl," and
“ Elijsh the Prophet;" and the prasent
volums will very much coniribute to his
fame. Among O Tostamont worthies,
David and Elijah are two of tho most
prominent ; and with one oxception per.
haps Peter is the most noteworthy morely
human charaster in the New Teotament,
Many treatises on the lifo of Paul have besa
written: not go many on that of Peter ;
honce our author's chofoe. 'With admirablo
ekill ho briugs before his roaders, with life-
like vividnoss, {he warm-hearted, impulsive,
and often blundering apostle, and desoribes
tho incalonlable servieo rondored by him to
tho ohurch and to the world. He regards
him as s brother man, having the same infir-
mities as the rost of us ; and he seoks tobring
from his exrors as well as from his excel.
lencier, lessons that may be helpfal to
Obristiens generally, nmidst tho trials and
temptations of modern life, As a literary
production, the polish and eleganse of the
work are worthy of special notice ; and still
the author speaks out plainly, gives no un.
certain sound, does not minee matters, and
miakes no compromise with evil. With
very little modifioation it might be said of
hira ag ho himself says of John the Baptist,
‘He knows nothing of that simpering pro-
priety, all begloved and sleek, which has
chloroformed so many modern preachers ;
but he exposes, in words as unadorned as
his own camlet robe, the iniguities of his
bearers, and oalls on them, there and then,
fo repent.”

Tue Arr or TeacHING, By Frederick O,

Emberson, M.A. Montreal: Dawson
Brothers, 1877.

The author of thia useful litile book is a
“soholar and Greek exhibitioner of Wad-
bam College, Oxford,” and was lately em.
ployed a8 commissioner to inspect the
model avd high schools of the Provinos of
Quebec. These facts furnish & sufSoient
guarantee for his learning and geneval
knowledge of the principles of edusation.
Bosides thene quelifieations, wo find out by
rexding his book, although he does not tell
us, that he is a thorough, praotical tea-
cher; that Lie hes boen for some oconsider-
able time engaged in temohing, primary,
elemeniary, or what we eall common or
publie echools, as well ag sehools of a higher
grade ; and that ho has taught sucocesafully,
The book makes no pretensions to excel-
lence as s literary production. Thers ix
searcely any attempt at polish or elegance,
The phraséology is homely and familiar,
but at the same time terse and concise.
Almost on every page, and some.
times still more frequently, the tea.
cher will meet with some axiom or
some aphorism, or some other sort of short
original sentence which he (by the way omr
anthor always calls the teacher *She."”
How is that ?) would do well to add to his
stock of proverbs. Of course we do mot
moan o eay that the thought is always
criginal: there is very little original think.
ing to be done on the subjeoct now ; but we
often meet with an old thought expressed
in a new and neat form ; and that is pretty
much all the originality wa expect to meet
with,

* Teach little and toach it well.” * Be.
ware of the habif of scolding.” ¢ Let your
very ‘pointer’ be neat and made for its
purpose.”  *The stupid and dull olaim
your special attention. The elever ones
will get along fast enough withont 3b.”
“ The gelf-depial required (f any) to be-
come a testctsllor will be repaid at loast
five hundred fold.” “The ¢knack of
teaching’ is to nse the known to explain
the unknown.” ¢ Prepare your lessons
and the questions yon mean to ask,
thoroughly.” *Do not pretend to kunow-
ledge you do not possece.” “To teach
efficiently bo thorongh ; to teach with ease
be calm, solf-possessed, never in a hurry,
never over-anxions, bnt earnest, punctusl,
and well prepared with your day's work."

These fow fragmeniary quotations mre
taken from the introductory part chiefly
ou account of their pithiness, They ure
by no means the best of the book. We
oould not do justios to it in that respect
without long quotations for which we have
notapace. The author enters with great
minnteness into every branch and svery
depariment connssted with or
disoipline, teaching and training—physienl,
mental, and moral—cf & publio achool.
And although the book has besn writien
i’nt{nb without referenes to our x(t):ohbt

zogramme, we wonld recommond
p;t;lh.l of o;eli:{ toasher, mi): with the Vi::‘
of follo davishly
rather :mc the view of

own Thu; for
teacher of any atanding, bas bis own fys-
fem ir spite of programmes,




