
THE AD VISER.

WIT.

Sidney Snmith iq known to thac million mnainly
as a great wvit, and hie ks worfhy of bis ,reîoin.
liot those who havo read bis iworks kyiow tlrn!
wifhi irî as witli ill good mnîc ivhoni (.iod lias
endowed ivith fliat mnost fascintatitig giff, ivit ivas
ziot flic end, but the inleana to the end. Like otiier
forms of eloquenice, if. is to ho prizcd or censure(],
as if. is used or abused. Like every povcr oÉ
hiimati f.hought or human language, if. is hallowved
hy its consecration to great ends, or desecrated hy
perversion to unwvorthy ones. Ilow exquisite are
flic hutmor anîd ivit of Addison,, directed as they
are, to the correction of social evils, and to tlie
interesta of morality and religion. ilow migh f.y
an engine against the Jesuita were the Proviuncial
Letters of Pascal. 'I'lere ivas no weapon of tlic
lieformnation which its oneniies more dieîLded tlîau
the Ivit of Luther. Luther, inideed, hll, bcyond
any other Germnan, a large nicasure of the sort of
xvit whichi strikes tlie Englisli inid. Ile is ir-
resistibly comic af. tiimnes. Serions as are the pur-
si ta of clergymen, ive believc there is no class of'
men ini which there is so miich reai wit and humer.
God mentit to ho so. The poiv'er of seeing things;
ini the aspect which inakes ns sinile is a shild
fromi mucl tîmat liainflil in our lot, aîîd is oflen the
best weapon ive cati use in staying whait is i-
diculously wvrong. IVe could do infidelif.y and
evil no greater good thita to surrenider to, thiîn a
iweapon iwhose afliýctiveness they nndi(erstandi( so
weil. Men ivill latigh, and how much lietter if. i
that they should laughi ivitm the trittlh than at it.
(lonjoin wvit with principal, direct it te good ends,
temper if. iflî heievolence, guard it froin cxcess
anîd from ivorking out of its truîc sphere, and yoin
have in if. a uew safeguard for trnith and goodnesa

CîcÀONIVAIGN CITY P. O
Bno. HANmr.:-i icase say ivliat yoni tbink of

thec I7th and< 18th verses of the last chapîci of
Marki, iii tlîeir coxinection withl the two preceding
verses.

STIUDENT.
Thei reading oftth passag-e i question is as foi-

lows: "lTîjese signa shall fol lowv thcmn that; be iie ve:
in my naine ahall thcy at out devils ; they shail
speak witb now tongues; they shial take up ser-
petts; and if they drink any deadly thîng, if. sall
not hurt thein ; they slhal iay handa on the sick,
and tlîey shahl recover.' This is a difficuit pass-
age, and nien, of course, have had different opinl-
ions respecting if.. Some have supposed that the
words, IlThese signa shail foliow thoin flunt bc-
lieve,"1 etc., relate to ail who hehievo on1 Christ.
This we do not helieve. We do not believe if.
related oven to ail ivho bchicved o11 Christ in the
tume of the aposties, for the following reasons :

i. The promise contained in these words was,
woe daim, most faithfuhlly fulfilied. Let Iita deny
this Who cain.

,>. .All ivlo believed, evea in the time of the
aposties, did net wvork mniracles, or these signa did
net fllow thein.

p3. Alil who have believed since the tinte of tlie
aposties, have not wvorked miracles, or these signa
have net followed theia.

4j. If. is siniply a inatt&r of fact, thuat sitice the
death of the aposties, and ail on %vlbom icy laid
bmands, thiere bave been no ,niracies. Ail claim

to miracles sixîce that. tinte. are tie most idie pre-
tenses and has(- impostures. Wh ' did the-y celise,
if tho Lord intended their conitinnation? Why
did they tiot accoinpany aIl helievers, if the bord
intended they should ? Why did the inspired ap-
osule, ix, the saine connection li which lie declared
that proplies and tongfies shonld cease, declaro
finat faitb shonld, abide ?

Wo are of opinion that the commission, as Mark
inserta if., is parenthetical, and that rcading the
passage wvithoiit the parentliesis will show who
the signa abonl(1 folloiv. Let us nowv copy the
ivhole piassage, placing the commission ini paren.
thesis, that the reador may sec what ive meanu, at
tie saine tinie itdopting the Bible Union version:

IlAfterward lie appeared to f.he cheveu theni-
selves as tlîey reclined at table, and tipbraided
their unbelicf and harduesa of heart, because tlîey
bciieved nef. theni that liad seen li after ho was
riseni. (And ho said to them: Go into all the
WOrl(l, and preacit tlîo good neivs to every croit-
tiure. Ilc thiat believes aînd is immersed shal lie
saved ; but lie that believes miot shahl lie condemn-
cd.) And thiese signa 811811 accoîuîpany thont that
helicve: -n iny niic ahall tliey cast o,ît devils;
tlîcy shahl speakz with neiv touigues ; they sbaîl
take up serpîents ;and if tbey drink nny deadly
thiing, if. shitî not, huirt thiiej ; îliuy shaîl Iiîy handi
on the bick, anîd f.hey sall recover.

IlThe Lordl, thierefore, after lie had spoken to
tlîcm, %vas takea ni> ixîto heaveîî aiîd lie sa down
on the rigbf. hband of God ilnd tliey weîit forth
andi preaclbed evcryw.here, the Lord working with
thcîîî, and confirtning the word hy the signa that
followied.*"

I The cleve,,i, lbont. ho upbraidt'd for their
liarditess of hîcart and unhbelief, bevaise tlicy bc,-
licved not thoni iho had seen liii after ho was
risciî, Nworo nnqucsf.ionabhyr thec aposties.

2.Where is the aniteuudent tu Uic wourd "thon»,
iin tlic p)hrase, "'hesc signa shall folloxvl/teii that,
ijelieve" Lt If i not the word "liec," inî the phrase,
94 lic Uiat, helieves, etc., because I«then>" is luhral,
and "lie" is siaguiar. If. is certainiy, hatk of the
conmmission, wlîat we have included iii parenthesis,
if. is certaialy the cheven, whîom ho uphraided l'or
their bardacas of heart and tnaeief.

.he position just takea is evidently correct,
froia what followed. Mark says, Il The Lord,
therefore, after ht! had spoken to Ilirab (tise a)os-
tics), ivas taken up inito heaven ; amni ho sat down
on the rigitlaind ut'Godl. A-nd they (the apostîca)
went forth and preuchcd evorywherc, thue Lord
ivirking with theia (the apoaties), and conimmisug
the word hy the signa thiat; folhowed."

The following, we doulit not, is the true state of
the case:

1. 'l'li Lord tnpbraided the aposties for thoir
unbelief and lîardness of ]ieart, because tlîey be-
lieved flot those who liad sen~ the Lord aff.cr his
rosurrection.

2 'Thî Lord promised that; the signa describcd
shîonld followv the apoaties.

.3. Mark informa us that the promiscd signa did
foiiew the apostica.

4. The object of the signa wsas to coafirin the
ivord. The aposties weat forth, eyorywbere, the
Lord wvorking with tîm, and confirîatag thec word,
whieh, the apostîca preacbced, by the signa tat foi-
loivod.

The Lord nover promised that ail believers, at
aay pcriod, sliould work miracles, nor tint any
believer2, in all agese should worhc miracles, The


