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SCERCORACEOUS EMANATIONS As> A CAUSE OF
DISEASE.

The agengy of oflfuvia and of subtorranean porwolations from
human feces, in producing various forms of diseayo, .3 considored
by many medical writers as a well established facs.  Tho wdor
of feces s reprted in sume cases tu have given risy to severe
endemies  (*holera is knid to have been prepagated in this way,
and alsa by pereclation from privies into wells at some distance,
though the water may appear to bo quite pure when tried both
by sonsiblo and chomical tests. This fecal theory is tho best
theory oxtant for strategic purposes. Wherover man is, feces
must bo near at hand; and a lively imagination can always traco
the subtic poison rising in the air aad outering the lungs, or
sinking into the oarth and mpregnating tho water of springs
and wolls, and thus reaching the human stomach. Take the
following allustration, from no dess a personage than Dr. Anstie:
A bty lowu, without deop drainage, disposes of its sewage
10 cess-pouls, and the hmited space in which the houses stand
readers (b incvdable that the donbing wolls should bu within a
very shott distanco ol e cosspovis. From the latwr o wa

tinual vozing of decumpusing orgaue mantar thes place, and
mure or less of this fiuds sbs way sniv tiose wells, Fot yeans
pos=ibly by prrticudar Bavie cai eesalic But at dougth thero was
a loug, dry summer, which reduees the water w a luw obb, and
comuntrales the inpuiilivs, besides fvoring ducompusivon,  In
sl Cirvunistances Ly phod fovar bivahs vut among te peoaves
who driuk the water.”

Now it so lapprens that Uus description applics caactly w
the <ily of Ouhlaud, and has applivd to il overy yoar sio ile
oxisleiwe, and yot theee has noved beon a ty phond cudomiv in
the place, while ovveral spursely scttled rural distzicts wm Ala
meda county, where the water ol springs ts used, whick could by
0o possdidity be improgiaed with suck aimpuniues, bao beea
frequontly visitwd by that disvaso. 1t as worthy of noto thal 0o
account is taken by Dr. Ansto of tho * long, dry summer which
reduces the water tu alow cbb, ' as a climalie o se of disease.
Thero is overlovked in his ctivlugy only as it affeuts the water,
whoercas, vvery viie huows that just such sunuuers are fuvurable
to ordinary autwmaal fovers in all makious rogions of wuuntry




