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-a'ving passed the tube into the stomarh the
c'ontenis c*an uSUally he obtaincd by e\pression,
but sonietimus patients losu control of the abdon
inal mu-les, and cannot compress the stomiach so
as to force the cntents through the tube. In
such. sonie forn of aspirator should be uscd an
ordinary fainily syringe iay sufdice. Sonetimes
the failure is due to introducing the tube too far,
and withdrawing it a few inches slow ly is often
successful.

It has been objected that the use of the stomach
tube is disgusting, offending the refined tastes of
the better rlias of patients. But viewed in that
light, how much mor disgusting is a rucial, or
even a vaginal, exaiination ' Fear, not disgust,
is the prevailing feeling against its use :at ileast, so
far as mv eperience goes. It is a mattei of edu
cation. Were we to regard, as wve should do, th(
examination of the stomach, in diseases of the
digestive organs, as essential as does the gýnax o
Iogist the exanination of the uterus, the idea of
its being offensive would nevcr occur to eiter
patient or physician. This is more than can be
said of the work of cither the rectal surgcon or the
gynwcologist.

For accurate scientific examination of the
stomach secretions, considerable time and fairly
extensive laboratory applianes are reqisite . so
that, for most physicians in a p tis. practice, Lasy
and approximate resulis will have to suffice , and
for the treatinent of most cas.s, sui h rcsults, %n ill
niect our needs on Ihe whole satisfactorily. If it
be ohjerted that to be usifuil and reliable our ri,
suits should he accurate, I would rcmind xou that
few of us insist upon such accuracy in urinary ex.
aminations, Iow few ascertain the amount of

albumin by weight, or estimate prccisdly the.
amount of urca in the urine. Yct n. find it ncLcs-
sary to know approximately the stat. of the urine
in most liseases ; we find su h istimates usually
ail serve- pracii-al purposes. So in ime I h al. nu
doubt that we will not be satisfie.d without a
general estimrate of thit tomach sretions in di.
cases affecting the dig tt trai t, lkasing .xa.t
analysis for the weil cquipped laboratories.

In any given case, or in Lonmparing differ..nt
cases, in order tor obtain results frum which uscful
conclusions can be deducted, it is self t\ ident that
examinations nut lie made under imiltar cirtun

stances as to food, tinc aftcr eating, etc. .\nl
abundance of albuminous food calls far an abund
anc.. of gastrit juice to saturate it -much îmore. su
than a îglt eical of fiinacLous material. An e\-
amination, tht. rtfore, aftci a mixe.d neal w ill gi e
mu Lioi iure c omplir ated results than aftei ont of a
liglter nature, and the results n ould pilubably bu
moire useful. TO obtain unifurm conditions,
Eaild ad ise.d examina'in after a "test break
fast," consisting of a dry roll, or a round of toast,
a cup of water, or of weak tea or coffee n ithout
milk or sugar. This funn.shes nothing tu bewuome
offensîhe. should deconipositiun take place, yet it
contains al those. classes of food, and m hat renains
to bu aspirated after an hour's digest:on is of suc.h
a liquid nature as to pass through the tujbe easily.
It is, lon% e er, uft.n desirable tu withdran tlt (on-
t.ts uf the. stomath l after ordinary ieals tu aser
tain ti tinie required tu cunplete the digestion of
a me..al, su far a.î the stomai-h is cuncerned, or
whether til stumai-h disposes of une meai before
anuther is taken. It is not unusual in some per-
sons tu find in tihe stonach the remains, often
.opious, uf the foud takei daring twenty-four uî
c ien forty uiglt iours, and that, too, without pro-
du.ing mnucli o.nuîsc.iuus disturbance.

The contents of ti stoimach, if withdrawn dur-
il.g the Çîrsi thirtyo foxty minutes of dîgestioî.,

should one its acidity tu la..ti. acid, as can be
easily denionstrated by Uffelnian's test with a
solution of L.arbuliL acid and clolUride of iron ,
aftet an hur's digestion the lacti.. siuuld be re-
pXa.d by lày druLlhloriL acid, n ith mure or less
aid salts. The total aidity soluuld lie w ithin
certain defined limits, cither above or below which
ildiL.tat-s ai tbnormal condition. The piesence
of free. hydrou.hlUric a..id is readily demonistrated
b> Guni.b.rg's test u ith phioruglu..in-vanillin solu-
tion. Experien.e nith it enables on. tu judge
f.irly ne.ll, by the depith of colour obtained by the
test, as tu til . amloULIt of b druchloriL acid present.
Tu be more accurate, Ne can, by successeiy
diltog thei stomah contents unil the reaution tu
Gunz.brg's reagent fails, obtain a fairly approxi-
mate estimate of the quantity of free hydrochliorie
acid pr..snt, since w knîow% that this reagent will
aIt until the dilution reaches one to twenty
thousand.

NON whil0 it is Of tih. utmîost importance to be
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