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Having passed the tube into the stomach the
contents can usually be obtained by expression,
but sometimes patients Inse control of the abdom
inal mus~les, and rannot compress the stomach <o
as to force the contents through the tuhe. In
such, snme form of aspirator should be used an
ordinary family syringe may suffice.  Sometimes
the failure is due to introducing the tube too far,
and withdrawing it a few inches slowly is often
successful.

It has been objected that the use of the stomach
tube is disgusting, offending the refined tastes of
the better class of patients. But viewed in that
light, how much more disgusting is a rectal, or
even a vaginal, examination' Iear, not disgust,
is the prevailing feeling against its nse ;. at least, <o
far as my experience goes. It is a mattar of edu
cation. Were we to regard, as we should do, the
examination of the stomach, in diseases of the
digestive organs, as essential as does the gynxco
logist the examination of the utcrus, the idea of
its being offensive would never occur to either
patient or physician.  ‘This is more than can be
said of the work of cither the rectal surgeon or the
gynacologist.

For accurate scaentific examination of  the
stomach secretions, considerable time and fairly
extensive laboratory appliances are reguisite . so
that, jor most physicians in adtive practice, Lasy
and approximate results will have to suffice, and
for the treatment of most cases, such results will
meet our needs on the whole satisfactorily.  If it
be objerted that to be uscful and rddiable our 1
sults should be accurate, I would remind you that
few of us insist upon such accuracy in urinary ex-
aminations.  How few ascertain the amount of
albumin by weight, or estimate precisddy  the
amount of urca in the urine. Yt we find it neces
sary to know approximatcly the state of the urine
in most diseases ; we find such ostimates usually
all serve practical purpases. So in time T have no
doubt that we will not be satisficd without a
general estimate of the stomach saerctions in Jdis
cases affeeting the digostive tract, leaving esact
analysis for the well cquipped laboratorics.

In any given case, or in comparing diffurent
cases, in order to ohain results from which uscful
conclusions can be deducted, it is self evident that
examinations must he made under similar dircam
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stances as to food, timce after eating, etc. An
abundance of alLuminous food calls far an abund
ance of gastric juice to sawrate it—much more su
than a hight incal of fuinaccous material, An ex-
amination, therdfore, after a mined meal will give
much more complicated results than after one of o
lighter nature, and the results would probably be
more uscful.  T'u obtain  unifurm  counditions,
Ewald advised examination after a *“test Lreak
fast,” consisting of a dry roll, or a round uf toast,
a cup of water, or of weak tea or coffee without
milk or sugar. This futnshes nothing to become
offunsive should decomposition take place, yet it
contains all thuse classes of food, and what remains
to be aspirated after an hour’s digestion is of such
a liquid nature as 1o pass through the tibe easily.
It is, however, often desirable to withdraw the con-
tents of the stuimadh after ordinary meals to ascer
tain the time required to complete the digestion of
a mal, su far as the stumach is concerned, o
whether the stomach disposes of one meat Lefore
another 15 tahen, 1t 1s not unusual in sume per-
suns tu find in the stomach the remains, often
coupivus, of the foud taken dunng twenty-four v
even forty cight hours, and that, too, without pro-
ducing much conscivus disturbance.

The contents of the stomach, if withdrawn dur-
itg the first thiryy or foryy minutes of digestiog,,
should owe its addity to lactic acid, as can be
casily demonstrated by Uffelman’s test with a
svlutiun of carbolic acid and chluride of iron,
after an hour’s digestion the lactic should be re-
piaced by hydrochloric acid, with more or less
add salts. The total adidity should e within
certain defined limits, either above or below which
indicates an abmormal condition.
of frec hydrochluric adid s readily demounstrated
by Gunzberg’s test with phloroglucm-vaniliin solu-
tion.  Exapurience with it enables one to judge
fairly well, by the depth of colour obtained by the
test, as tu the amount of hydrochloric acid present.
To be moure accurate, we can, by successively
diluting the stomach contents until the reaction to
Gunsbury's reagent fails, obtain a fairly appros-
mate estimate of the quantity of free hydrochloric
add present, since we know that this reagent wili
act until the dilution une to  twent)
thousand.

Now, while it 1s of the utmost importance to be
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