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the diagnosis, what means are we to adopt to relieve the symptoms? The
treatment in these cuses is obvious and simple.  First and most important,
then, is « free counter-irvitation ; but you must apply your counter-irrita-
tion carefully, and consides what form of counter-isritant will be best suited
to the case.  Blisters would be improper, becanse cantharidine, which is the
active principle of the blister, is 2 divect jrritant to the mucous membrane
of the bladder, and would tend, therefore, rather to increase the distress.
Turpentine must not be employed either, because it irritates the kidneys,
and the irvitation is Jiable to be propagated to the bladder. Mustard is the
most eflectunl counter-irritant which we ¢an nse in these cases, and has not
the disadvantage of the former remedies. Strong ammonia may likewise
be used as o counter-irritant.  Our next consideration must he to relieve
pain, which in many cases is & most wgent symptom, and we should endea-
vour to efiect this in the speediest and safest manner possible. If the
affection be of the first form, where pus is generated, the best course to
pursue is to give an opiate in some way or other. This may De done by
the endermic method, by rubbing in astrong opiate liniment over the region
of the bladder. Or, what is much better, and more certain in its action, the
opium may be given in the form of an enema injected into the rectum.
About half a drachm of laudanwm, mixed with a small quantity of decoc-
tion of starch, of which not more than an ounce and a haif, or two ounces,
should he employed, may be gently injected into the rectum, and you will
find that it acts as a sort of warm poultice, containing opium, to the blagd-
der; and in this way all kinds of irritability of this organ may be relieved.
The irritable state of the bladder ceused by canthariding (strangury) is
effectually relieved in the same way. aud gouty inflammation i1s benefited in
fike manner. The action of cantharidine, indecd, forms a pretty good illus-
tration of the manner in which we may suppose the gouty poison to cause
the vesical irritability, und they may both be relieved in & similar manner.
If the patient is not quite rvelieved after the administration of the first
cnema, you need not he afraid to give a sceond, provided that you are sure
he exkibits no peculiar idiosyncrasy with respect to opinm. In many cases
of this kind you may give ophwm also with advantage by the mouth, and
especially in ¢ombination with sudorifics.

With reference to the treatment of all caces of goul, where the disease is
apt to attack internal orgams, T may give you this practical hint, and 1
etrongly advise you to bear it in mind whenever you may be called npon to
treat gout of this nature. It is this, that thesc cases are of an asthenic
chavacter, and do not bear depletory measures; <o that if you find « patient
labouring under gout of the stomach, or gont affecting the bladder, you
must not think of applying leechres, zund employing the trentment which
would he applicable to othier forms of inflammation of these organs; for the
abstraction of even so small a quantity of blood zs would be taken by the
appliestion of a few leeches might do the patient serious mischief, and cause
prostration from which he might never rally. On this point Sir Benjamin
Brodie has expressed 2 similar opinion; for he lays it down, that antiphlo-
gistic treatment is inapplicable to that particular form of inflammation of
the bladder which is of a gouty origin. With rezaxd to the exhibition of
colehicum, I am of opirion, that, in many cases, it is inndmissible, and, in
ally it should he given with great caution and circumspection; for this
so-called specific is certainly very depressing in its influence, and therefore
tasuitable to cases which partake of the asthenic character.

The treatment which, in my experience, kas been most beneficial for gout,
when it atlacks any of the holiow viscera, consists in employing free coun-
tev-irritation—~keeping up a moderate action of the bowel—paying attention
to the functions of the skin, and prometing the action of this great secreting
Surface by the exhibition of sudorifices. Provided the minehe not alkaline,
ﬂ!_e:\dministmﬁon of alkalics will be found of <ervice, and opium is employed
Fith great advantage for allaying the rvitability of the affected organ, which
15 often productive of great distress (o the patient.

As T have hefore hinted, there s much vesemblance beiween the goufy



