
GOUT: ITS EFPECT ON THE BLADDER.

the diagnosis, what mens arc we to adopt to relieve the symptoms ? The
treatlent in these cases is obvious and simple. First and nost important.
theu, is a free counter-irritation ; but yon nust apply your counter-irrita-
tion carefully, and consider what formn of counter-irritant will be best suited
to the case. Blisters would. be improper, because cantharidine, whieh is the
actit e principle of the blister, is a direct irritant to tle nucous membrane
of the bladder, and would tend, therefore, rather to inerease the distress.
Turpentine must not bc enployed either, because it irritates the kidneys,
and the irritation is liable to be propagated to the bladder. Mustard is the
most effectual counter-irritant whicl w can use in these cases, and has not
tlie disadvantagof the former remnedies. Strong niamonia mnay likewise
be used as ai couter-irritant. Our next cousideration must be to relieve
pain, whichl in many cases is a most urgent symptolim, and we should endea-
vour to etiïect this in the speediest and safest inaner possible. If the
affection lie of the fi-st forn, where pus is geierated, the best course t
pursue is to give ai opiate in somle way or other. This maay 'le done by
the endermic miethod, by rubbing in astrong opiate liniment over flic regioi
of the bladder. Or, what is much better, and more certain in its action, the
opium may be given in the form of an enemna injected into the rectum.
About half a drachm of laudîinutu. mixed with a Smnall quauitity of decoc-
tion of starch. of whicl not more thai an ounce and a half, or two ounces.
shoulId be eiployedl, nay lie gently *injected into the rectum, and yon ivill
find that it nets as a sort o! warmi poultice, containing opiui, to the blatd-
der; and in titis v:ay all aids of irritability, of titis orgaa nmay be relieved.
Thle irritable state of thc bladder caused by cantharidine (strangury) is
effectualla relieved in flie saine wav. atid gouty inflamiation is benefited il
lik-e imanier. The action of eaîntharidine, indeed, forus ai pretty good illus-
tration of the manner in wiaich we mîay suppose flae gouaty poison to cause
the vesical irritability, and they nay both be relieved in a sinilar ianaier.
If the patient is not quite relieved after flic administration of' the first
canema, yoi nteed not bc afraid to give a ýsecond, provided that you are sure
lie exhibits nîo peculiar idiosyncrasy ivith respect to opium. bi m-anîy cases
o!' this kind you îmay give opiuimi also vith advantage by flic mnouth, and
espîecially in combination witi sudorifics.

With reference to the treaitment of ail cases of gout. welre the diseIse is
apt to attack internal organs, 1 nay give you this practical hint, and 1
strongly advise you to bear it in mind whelnevcr you may be called upon to
treat gout of titis nature. it is titis, that tiese cases are of an isthenic
character, and do not bear depletory measures; so thalt if you find a patient
labouring uider gout of the stomach, or gout affecting the bladder, you
must iot think of applyinîg leeches, andti employing flic treatiment whicht
woild be applicable to other formas of infliammation of these organs; for lie
abstraction of even so small a quantity of blood as would be taken by lthe
application of a few leeches imiglit do fite patient serious iischief, and cause
prostration froin wlich le might iever rally. Oni this point Sir Benjamint
Brodie lias expressed a similar opinion ; for lie lays it dovn, Iat aitiphlo-
gistic treatment is iiappliicable to that particilar' flormn of inflanunation of
the bladder vIicl is of a gouty origin. With regard to the exhibition of
colchicum. I ami of opinion, that, in mtauy cases, it is inadmissible, and, in
al; it shoulbe given with great caution and circumuspection; for this
so-called specilic is certainly very depressing in its influence, and tiaerefore
tausuitable lo cases w-hiich partake of the asthenic calra-cter.

The treatmcent wiici, in mny experience, has been most beneficial for gout,
whean it attacks any of tle laowioa viscera, consists in eamployinîg free coun-
ter-irritatioa.keeping up a moderate action of the boweb--paying attention
to Ilie fuictions of tlie in, and promoting the aetioai of this great secretinîg
surface by the exiibitioni of sidoritices. Provided the ni bile net alkcalinte.
the alninistration of alkalies wiil be font of ervice, antd opium is employedi
with grcat ad'vantage for allaying the irritability of lic affected organ, which
is ofteni productive of great distress te the patient.

As I have liefore hinted, tlere is much reseiblanîce betweeii the gouty
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