
~6OEAIti NOTICES, OF THE IiEAVER.

Zefyr.* It huid its name ?eofer, or befer, amonr, our Anglo-Saxon
ancestors al8g,, centuries before the European discovery of Vhis con-
-tinent; and a designation nmore or less closely resembling tlds, is
found in the glassie Latin, the Sciavonie, the Lithuanie, the Scandi-
navian, and Germanie, and in the RomaneLanguages. The solitary-
exception to this uniformity of nane appears to bo the Greek Xacrrwp;
but the reference to, it, and to, the special objecb of the hunter's;
chase, in the Fable of the Beaver, ascribed to .3îsop, points to the
recognition of some of its xnost highly esteemed virtues at a period. of
rernote autiquity.

Sir Thîomas ]3rowne in 'iis IlEnquiries into Vulgaz IErrors,"' discuss-
es the Greek etymology, along with the popular idea involved. in the
Apologue of }Esop, and lie remarks of it as, CC a tenet v.ery ancient.
For the saine we find in the hieroglyphies of the Egyptiaus. The
eame is touched by Aristotle, in his Ethies; but seriously delivered
by .LEian, ?liny, and Solinus ; the saine we ineet with in Juvenial:

_____- imnitatius castora, qui se
Eupucbhum ipso facit cupicusoevadere damno
Testicuioruim, adeo mned-Caturn intelligit inguen.

IL bath been propagated by emblems; and some have been so bad
grammarians as to ho d&eeive by the naine, deriving castor à cas-
tran Jo; whereas the proper Latin word is filber, and castor but bor-
rowed from the Greek, so called q asiy1wta saia etio

.su, from his sivaggy and prominent belly."
The discovery of A.merica, with its prolifie beaver-dains only inul-

tiplied the means for meeting demands already partia±ly supplied,
by the resources oft' Ve old world; nor is the use of the beaver as a,
heraldie, bearing a novelty of' American or Canadian origfin.

Beverley, or Beforc-leag, i. e. beaver place, is the aucient .A.glo-
Saxon designation of the capital of Vhe East Riding. of York ; situated
in acountry abounding, with mere and forest ini olden turne, before the.
beaver colonists of Befor-leag were 'transferred froin their dams to Vhe
borough. aris. The oldest armorial bearings of B3everley emlblazon
Saint John of B3everley, seated on the fridstol, and Vra:npling on Vhe
ancient embleni of the town: the beaver. The present seal of the
corporation is; Adrgent, three Nvaves, î~able; On a chief, sable, a
beaver stataut regardant, argent.

The ancient, history, and present distribution of Vhe beaver
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