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POPULAR AND ECONOMIC ENTRMOLOCY.
Tun CENTENA'RY ()F KERBY AND SPENxCI'S

"A n Introductionz Io EnIomology."

131 F. J. A. MORRIS, CLII.RBOROUCII, ONT.
'ro fli the space, which lias lwen kindiy put at n1y servite,maN- 1 remind our brother efltornologists that the current "car is

the centenarv of the first (and stil tLe greatest) popular m'ork inEngiish on Insects? lit 181.5 w as published the first volume of''AN INTRODUTION9 TO PNTO.NOLt)t.v,'' ly William Kirby and
Xiii Spence.

It is no exaggeratioll to dlaimi this work as effecting a res olu.tien in Great Britain in the studhý of Natural History. As a science,
Entoniogy hiad ai rcadv biad its foundations w cli and truiv laid
iii the ML7 centurv: in 'Europe, by miasters like Malpighi, Swam.
nmerdlam, leeuw enh(ý k and Redi; in England, by Ray and Wii-luglhbv. Thle lirigh t e'xanîpies of Reaumur tr anti Lin nacus, laîrici Ls,Latrciilce and the Hubers, suffjccd iii the' I8thi centtury to keep) the
torch ailante, ai reconcile a little bandl of des otees to labotur
tinrewar<ied by pulic recognition, and often the lnjtt of ridicule
an(l obloquv. But nu attemi)t 'sas made, iu English at least, Io
popiularise the science.

The Rce'. William Kirby, father of modemn British Entomnoiog,svas a native of East Anglia. He began his work in Naturai Historv
aa botanist, an(l bis name appears amiong the chartc ced memibers

of the newly founded Linnean Socicty-.in 1788. He was at thistime iu bis 3Oth year, but baving crne day found, lu bis rambiesafter plants, a very beautiful lnsect, lu' divcrted bis attention
to this new branch of Naturai History.

The first in the long list of his contributions to the LinncanSociety ns dated 1793; lu 1802 appcarcd bis important monograph
on British Becs; in 1811 he establishcd the Inscct Order of Strep-
siptera, which still hoids good; and lu 1812 (as a note in his commun-place book gues to, show) he had idcntificd what in bis day wvasconsidcrcd a bec-bouse, the triungulin or young larva of the 011-
beetie.
D-cebe, 1915.
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