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should be no glare to dazzle the eye.
Pure white paper, most commonly
used with wus, is objectionable if it has
any metallic lustre, and especially if it
havea bluish tinge.

CONTAGION AND INCUBATION OF
DI PHTHERIA.

That the contagiousness of diph-
theria should still be duubted is
hardly possible, and still the publicact
as if it did not cxist. One of the
latest facts 1s that cormmmunicated by
Trammar to the annual meeting of the
Illinois State Medical Society, on May
18th, 188 (Med. Rec., Junc 1zth).
In one school district, \uth 59 pupils,
ar epidemic was staxted (no cases
having previously existed) by two boys
who visited a meighboring community
where there were cases of the disease.
In a few days both boys had symp-
toms of cold, received some domes-
tic treatment for their little fever
and sore throat, and soon returned
to school, where other pupils com-
plhined of the offensive odér of their
breath. Soon other cases appeared,
and the number of persons attacked
was 58, with 17 deaths.

That diphtheria is contagious is
beyond doubt. The contagious element
is directly communicated by the
patient ; it clings to solid and semi-
solid bodies, and in this way trans-
mitted even aftera longtime. There
is hardly any disease which can clingas
tenaciously todwellings and furniture ;
it can be transported by the air, though
probably not to a great distance, and
hence in houses artificially heated,
while the windows and doors are
mostly closed, rises from the lower to
the upper stories, and it is for this
reason advisable to keep the sick on
the top floor. It is certaiuly trans-
mitted by spoons, glasses, handker-
chiefs, and towels used by the patient.
The contagious character increases
directly in propottion to the neglect of
proper ventilation,
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In regard to the length of the
incubation period, there cax be no
better authenticated facts than these
contained in a report of Dr. Elisha
Harris tothe National Bor Jlof Health,
an abstract of whichis found inNo. 1,
National Board of Health Bulletin,
June 28,1879. The reportsays that,
in the fourth school district of the
township of Newark (Northeczn Ver-
mont), amidst the steep hills, where
reside a quict people in  comafortable
dwellings, the summer term of school
opened on the 12thofMay. Among
the twenty-tvo little children who
assermbled in the schoolroom in the
glen were twowho had suffered from a
mild attack of diphtheriain April, and
one of them was, at the time school
opened, suffaring badly from what
appeared to havebecn arelysein the
foom of diphtheritic ophthalmia.
Besides, it is proved thatthese recently
sick pupilshad not been well cleansed,
onc of them having on an unwashed
garment that shie had worn inall her
sickness three weeks previously.

At the end of the thirdday of schrool,
several of the childrenwere com phining
of sore throat, headache, anddiziness,
and on the fourth day and evening so
many were sick in the same way
that the teachcr and officers anmouraced
the school temporarily clesed. By the
end of the sixth day from school
opening, sixteen of the twenty-two
previously healthy children became
seriously sick with symptoms of
malignant diphtheria, and some were
already dying. The teacher and six
of the pupils were not attacked.
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Diphtheria, therefore, is very contag-
ious. Boththepatientandhissurround-
ings, dwelling, furniture, tovels, etc,
convey the disease. In dwellings it
rises to the upper stories with the
curent of warm air. The poison
clings mostly to mucous membranes.
Mild cases may communicate serious
ones and psee 2ersa. ‘The pexiod of
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