
the efflcacy of prayer; and some de-
siring a reform in prayer. In the
last nuinher of the Magazine has
appeared one that cornes umder this
latter character. SntiîAJ, the author,
requests that yon or some of your
correspondeuts wiltake up the sub-
ject, and, as 1 suppose, net only
correct those errors te which het
aliudes, but aise to lay dowvn a cor-
rect anid perfect model of prayer for
Christians to be guided by in their
devotional exercises. Dees he forget
that cur blessed Lord and Saviour
bas laid dow'n a correct and perfect
medel of prayer ? Does lie forget1

that the holy aposties prayed, and
that by inspiration tee, which, te say
the least of it, eughit te be a model
for usP

There arc mnany pious individuals,
Who are, te speak after the manner of
mten, uninstructed as te correct forins
of prayers : and as to a proper use
of words, never ivili be iinstructed ;
and whose 'prayers, althougli their
language rnay ho broen and vulgar,
are of mauch avail in the,, siglit cf the
l{oavenlv Father. But, begin to
instruct them about sucb nicetios and
particulars as SEà%A.J w'ould hiave voit
or somo eothor person to do, andl yen
,will run the risk cf ensrnaring theim;
Iay a foundation for the eîiemy cf
souls te work. upea ; and, perhaps,
"break the bruisod reed."

But~ lest we should be mistaken
upon this important snbject, and write
and spoak rasly, lot us observe a
fêeN instances of prayer ýas they are
recorded in the New Te!,taneat;.
First, our adorable Saviour says te
bis disciples, IlAfter this ananner
therofùre pray ye : Our Yather whichi
?zt in hoaven, &c." ilere our Lord
is undoubtedly addressing the Father,
and lie instructs bis disciples te <le se,
tee. lu ene part cf titis admirable
prayer ive flud it thus, leAnd forgive
lis our dobts, as wé forgive our
diebtors ;" or, as our Savieur ex-
Piresses it in a subsequont verse,-

cFor if ye forgive n'Pl their tres-
paisses, your Heavenly Father wili
al.so forgive yen." Il' titis petitioll
we are instructed te pray to, the
Father for tlie forgiveness cf sins or
trespassos, itot hinding us te, make
use cf the phrase Ilfor the sake of thy
son)," thengh-l 1 beliove we may say
se witlî grent preprlety ; because it
is only for the sakeocf his son that ho
eýau fbrgi ve uis Our sins. Fer Jesus
by bis deatli -nade it possible for God
to e o "ust, and the justifier cf hlmi
which bolieveth in Jesuis." Seondly,
when oir blessod Lord wvas hanging
uipon the cross, and bis compassion-
ate heart yearning îvithi pity for bis
rnurderers, he said, "lFather, forgive
them ; for thtcy know net what they
di)." Ilere our Lord prays te, Iis
Fatlier te fergive his murderers ; un-
dletbtedly wvith the understauding
that they ceuld not be forgiven, but
throughi tho infinito monits cf bis own
sacrificial death. But net ene word
ou the subjeet. H1e dees net say,
"lFather for-give thiem," for my sake.
Lt %vas iinniecossary te mention it,
hecause it was impl*ed in the prayer:
forgivenoss of sins ean only ho oh-
tained through the inuinite monits cf
,Jesus Christ car Savicur. And we
ay or we inay net, use tho wnords

of reference, provided we keep the
eyeocf faith steadfastly fixed upon
Christ .Jesus as the only sacrifice for
sin, and niediinîn of approach unto the
Fathor.

Thirdly. Il And they stonod Ste-
phen, calling upon God, and saying,
ILord Jesus, roceivo my spirit."

Stephien invokes tlic Lard- Jesus to
receive bis spirit; the Lord Jesus
could net receive his spirit but enly
through b is o,.nf infinite nierits;
therefore Stephen invekes the Lord
.Jesus te receive bis spirit for the sake
of the Lord Jestis, although lie dees
net tuake tise cf the latter words.
Stephen kneeled down, and criod
withi a lond voice, Il Lerd lay net this
sin te thoir charge," i. e. Lord forgive
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