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responsibi1ity, su it ai confers a certaini individuaity Ofe haracter ; eu~ry
one stands clonc ini tho siglit of God, ard of ev'ery one bis Omniscience
tahes particular cognizance. N one cati discharge these duties for another.
'rite responsibility is individuel, and every mon miust render un accouaI
l'or liiinseW. The neglect of lhese duties brings guilt, and guilt brings
punisliment ; the performance of them is pleastng te God, and il may be
tlie mneans of obtaining many valuable blessings.

Now tbis individuel responsibility evidently suggests the propriety and
nccessity of ltaving a certain portion of lime set apart for religious duties.
The fact that man is endoNwed with moral powers, sbevs that the wblole of
bis lime is nul Iu be occupied wvitli the concerns of lte presen,. life, but
that a certain portion of it must bc devoted to the worship of God. For
private duties every one should. select for ltimself a retired spot and a
convenient time ; for family duties, the Itead of the household should fix
the lime ; for public worship, the nature of society requires that certain
fixed limes should bc determined when labour and businesq shail be su.
spended and religiuus duties performed. Because,

1. The commun intercourse of society rendiers such an arrangement
neeessary.

When a whole community give their attention Io religioue duties at the
saine lime, tiiese duties cannot interfere with the other business of life. If
there were nu sucli arrangement as this, numerous, interruptions would.
<)ccur tu every one, ivbich mightlead tu the negleet of îhem. Thew~orldly
interests of every mon are closely interwoven ivith those of others ; the
prosperity of one man*s business often depends upon the time of another ;
howv much injury xnight result te the employer, if the person employed
sltould select for religious services the very time whieh. his master's bus,,-
ness most urgently required bis attendnnce! How great wvould be the
inconvenience to those living in the country, if, on coming into the ciîy.
they should find "the rtserchants se employed as te exelude business for the
day. Order is required to regvulate the intereourse of se eiety, as iveil as
te affirs of a family, and every difficulty and inconvenience is obviated

by allotting a certain portion of lime for the exercises of religion ; thus an
opportunity is furnished tu aIl, and none cen plead excuse.

2. The simultaneous performance of certain nets arises out of the nature
of seeiely. This principle is frequently exemplified:- for instance, if the
oinhabitants of a eity ivisli te testify their loyalîy le their Sovereiga on some
particular occasion, every inhabitant does not draw uip his congratulatory
address and present, it in person. biu c they meet logether in classes or by
corporations, and appoint proper persons te draiv up their address and pro-
sent it in their naine. So, iea men have duties te perform te the
Sovereign of the universe, il must be quite naturel for thein, te meet to,
getiter according as circuimstanccs may permit ; and unite in paying their
fribute of hionige tu 1-Iim. Since lte continued goodeesa of Caod wbiclt
eenfers many benieflîs aitd prevenis many evils3 Inys niank-ind under in-


