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tered Il words whicli must nieve any creature." I eeply aifccted and lilled
witlî pain, shec nevcîtheless reniainied truc te Christ. Thle sentence was
accordingly carried out, and the martyrs wveîe tlirowni to the wild beasts.
Wlien iPerpetua had been w'ouîded she called te lier brother and to a
Christian catechaunen and said to, thorn, Il Stand fast ia the faitli, aiid
love oae another, and indulge in no feelings of aniînesity on accouitî' of
our suifferings. " Sucli is a saniple of Christian martyrdom in North Africa.

In the tiine of the Valerian persecutien there wvcre again martyrs iii
Nuînidia. J.uring a severe iînprisonmeat, in wlîich they endured nî~
suifering frein hiungcr and thirst, they wrote: as follows " The dark Prisun,
soon. shone wvith the illumination of the IIoly Spirit; we ascend te the~
place of puniisliinent as if we were ascending te he(-aven. \Ve cannot de~-
scribe %vhat, days and nights we have spent tiiere. We are flot afraid tu
describe the horrors cf tliat, place, for the greater the trial, mucli great. r
mnust be Rie ivho lias overcoine it in us. And, iiîdeed, it is flot ot.r con-
flîct, fer by the lîelp of the Lord we have gained the victory ; fer te be luit
te deatli is easy fer the servants of God, and deatli is xîothîing, be cause the
Lord lias takea away its sting and power. Ile triuriiplied over it on the
cross."ý Such is the hieroisnî of the North Afric.an Cliristians iii thrsqe
early days.

How, then, .did it corne about that North Africa, a series of countries
iii which tlîe Gospel liglit shie se long and se briglitly, presents now the
spectàcle that it dees ? low wits Clîristianity baîîislîed from those shoures
on whicli it lîad taken se firia a lield' 2 Two causes broughit it about :(1)
Tue love of the clîurcbes waxed cold ; (2) God punislied those churches liv
reinoving tlîcir caudlestick eut of its place by mens of the M.\oliainnîe.laîi
invasions ia the seventh century.

The chutrches forgot their carly devotion te, Christ, as wvell as the inutual
love auid good feeling which tliey had once se signially shiovii. Tlîeir atten-
tion became occupied with questions of ritual and of rivalry, aîîl oif tlie
righits of episcepal ordination. And te sucli a length did this spirit of divi-
sien and liatred proceed that there were actually te be seen Chîristian,; Ap.
posing one another on the field of battie-Christians ivith, carnil 'veapoiîs
adjusting their theological differences at the point of the sword. Vt'hen
churnlies sink se low as thîs, we need not wonder tlîat God semis jifflgnient.

Divine retribution came-came ia the shape of the scourge of Mohaîin-
imedanisin. ln tht. year 6122 A.D. there took place Mohammed's fleira or
fliglît from Mccca, the era fromi which Mohamnnedans date their yeirs is
the Christian era us from the birth of Christ. Almost iînmediatcly after
the death of Moliammed the cenquering armies led by his successers ex-
tended their conquests from Arabia througli Egytaogteetr os
of the African continent as far as the modern kingdom of Morecco. lloniù,
republican and imperial, had scarcely effected the coaquest of these king.-
doms in some centuries ; but Sidi Okba, the famcus -Mohamniedain con-
queror, in 6 î9 &. D. and a fcw ycars followingr overtlirew ail the Cliristialn
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