
of popular education, iu commnon sohools and Stinday-scllools ; tho wvho1e
systoru of publication of Bibles and religious books and tracts ; the vast
array of hospitals, asyluins, and benevolent institutions th Cthous1an
formis of philanthropie work among the destitute and depraved claqses-
thlese, as wve have already said, arc invention.- of man. IIlowoe'er Nvise
or good, their origiu is humain and thocir inethods falliblo. If at any
fine thocy have answereid their purpose, ease to be effective, or need to
be modified, inan is competent to alter or -ibolishi tiein, and coiisoquenitly
disciples are at liberty to determine howv far they shail give them per-
sonal aid and support. To eriticise thein is no irroverenice ; to change
their forms of work or dispiace tlîcm by bcttur is no profanation.

But the cause of missions lias God for its original author. It is trace-
able solely to His wisdom. lis eternal counsels are back: of it, and fL i'

alihypower is pledgcd to its support. To accept, itasispnan
fait into our own place in that plan is both duty and deligit, to a truc f ol-
lower of God. To criticise or condoumn missions is blasphcmy ; to aban-
don and abolish iliis work would bo tle. hast stop in arrogant apostasy. in
fact, we cannot abolislî tho wve inay abandon, for God is behind it. We
inay drop ont of it as* Ris instruments, but H-e -,vill raise up others, if
med be calling anothcr ecgle froni the far East to do Bis pleasure. But

as sure as God ]ives, the ivork of a race's regeneration wilI go on. Blis
Nvord and lis oatlî arc nlready pledgod

"«As 1 livo, saith the Lord,
Unto Me overy Imce shall bow
And cvery tongue shall swcar.

The earth shall bo fihled with the knowlcdge of the Lord,
AU flesh shall sec the salvation of the Lord.
1, the Lord, have spokon it,

And Nvill do it."

Such is the sublime and wonderful teachingr of tliis text, and tho wholc
Seripture of wivih it is both climax and index. Ilere is flic Ono work of
Goa, k-nown umto Ilim ini eternal purpose, and iu wvhieh frorn the vcry
opening of the ages Hec has beoîî engagcd and will ho to thé end. To
take part ini it is to -%vlee1 into our orbit, moving about llim as a conter,
and have share in flic sure and splendid triumphi N'hieh awvaits Mlin and
tovard whîieh, thiougli ail seeming revorses and defeats, Hie inoves steadily
onivard, as receding wvaves only risc at flic ncxt advanco hiiglior toward
the final ilood-inark, or apparent rotreats under a mnaster general are onlly
parts of a larger movement for surrounding and annihilating a hostile
aMY.

Iliis thought is so grand and glorious that it may Nvel1 oeupy dloser
attention, and happily thc contcxt itself suggoests somoe of the details
'vhich, togyether exhibit this as God's work ovon to its minutest details.
Ail 11; outworldng shows Bis liand.

(Jareful students of tlic NVord have often found hore not only God.'s
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